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HOUSE BI LL 3217

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Kenney, Quall and Santos

Read first tine 01/ 25/ 2006. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to creating a certificate for students who neet
certain high school graduation requirenents; adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 600 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The high school graduating class of 2008
will be the first class that nust pass the Washington assessnent of
student learning or an alternative assessnent to earn the certificate
of academ c achievenent required to obtain a high school diplona.
However, the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning is not the only
graduation requirenment students nust neet. Wil e sonme students may
need additional tine beyond twelfth grade to pass the assessnent, the
| egislature finds that it is inportant to recogni ze and cel ebrate the
successes of students in neeting other graduation requirenents.
Therefore, the legislature intends to create a certificate to honor
students' acconplishnments while encouraging them to continue working
toward a high school diplonma.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 600
RCWto read as foll ows:
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(1) Beginning with the high school graduating class of 2008, a
school district has the option to award a certificate of attainnment to
students who neet the criteria under this section. The certificate of
attainment is not the equivalent of a high school diploma, but enables
students to participate in conmencenent cerenonies.

(2) To be eligible for a certificate of attai nnment, a student nust:

(a) Meet all state and |ocal high school graduation requirenents
except for obtaining a certificate of academ c achi evenent under RCW
28A.655.061 or a certificate of individual achievement under RCW
28A. 155. 045;

(b) Have retaken the WAshi ngton assessnment of student |earning at
| east once;

(c) Maintain at |east a ninety percent attendance |evel during the

senior year of high school, except that the school district
superintendent may waive this requirenent if the student provides
docunentation of circunstances such as illness that warrant this

wai ver; and
(d) Meet with counselors and teachers to update the student's high
school and beyond pl an.

--- END ---
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