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HOUSE BI LL 3228

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representative Hol nqui st

Read first tine . Referred to .

AN ACT Relating to the inpact on small businesses of general
permts devel oped under chapter 90.48 RCW and adding a new section to
chapter 90.48 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 90.48 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In developing a general permt wunder this chapter, the
departnent mnust prepare an economc inpact analysis on all draft
general permts that are intended to directly cover snmall business, as
that termis defined in RCW 19. 85. 020. The econom c inpact analysis
must be published with the draft general permt.

(2) The econom c inpact analysis nmust be used as a basis to reduce
the economc inpact of the general permt on small businesses by
i npl emrenting one or nore of the followng when it is |legal and feasible
in nmeeting the stated objectives of the federal water pollution control
act (33 U S.C Sec. 1251 et seq.) and this chapter:

(a) Establishing differing conpliance or reporting requirenents or
timetabl es for small businesses;
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(b) Si nmpl i fying, reduci ng, or elimnating the conpliance,
nmoni tori ng, recordkeeping, and reporting requirenments under the general
permt for small businesses;

(c) Establishing performance standards rather than design
standards; and

(d) Exenpting small businesses fromparts of the general permt.

(3) The contents of an economc inpact analysis of a proposed
general permt nust include, at a mninum the foll ow ng:

(a) A brief description of the conpliance requirenents of the
general permt, including:

(i) The m nimum technol ogy-based treatnment requirenents;

(1i) The nonitoring requirenents contained in the general permt,;

(ti1) The reporting and recordkeeping requirenents; and

(tv) Any plan submttal requirenents;

(b) The estimated costs of conpliance for facilities intended to be
covered under the general permt. Costs include, consistent wth
subsection (2) of this section, the follow ng:

(i) The costs associated with (a) of this subsection;

(1i) The costs of equipnment, supplies, labor, and any increased
adm ni strative costs; and

(ti1) The costs of professional services likely needed to conply
with the general permt;

(c) A conparison, to the greatest extent possible, of the cost of
conpliance for small businesses with the cost of conpliance for the
| argest ten percent of the facilities intended to be covered under the
general permt. The econom c inpact analysis nust use one or nore of
the following as a basis for conparing costs:

(i) Cost per enployee;

(1i) Cost per hour of |abor; or

(1i1) Cost per one hundred dollars of sales.

(4) To obtain information for purposes of this section, an agency
shoul d survey a representative sanple of affected businesses or trade
associations to assist in the accurate assessnent of the costs of the
proposed general permt, and the nmeans to reduce the costs inposed on
smal | busi nesses.

~-- END ---
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