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HOUSE BI LL 3237

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Hunter, Eickneyer, Sinpson, Gant, Linville,
Hanki ns and Jarrett

Read first tine 01/27/2006. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resour ces, Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to a review of the departnment of natural resources’
aquatic program and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the aquatic | ands
programin the departnment of natural resources manages over two mllion
acres of state-owned aquatic |lands. The legislature further finds that
the state faces a diverse and conplex set of issues in managing state
| ands for public access, |easing aquatic |ands for conmercial purposes,
the harvest of geoduck, providing proper stewardship of near-shore
areas, cleanup of hazardous materials on aquatic |ands, and a nunber of
other issues. The legislature further finds that the funding for these
activities largely cones fromthe revenues generated fromthe | easing
of state aquatic lands and the sale of valuable materials, including
geoduck. The legislature further finds that conflicts of interest may
exi st between the managenent of state aquatic |ands and the generation
of revenue to manage those aquatic lands. Therefore, the legislature
finds that there should be a thorough review of the funding and
managenent of state aquatic lands to determine the proper funding
source and | evel s necessary to properly manage those resources.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The joint legislative audit and revi ew
commttee shall, consistent with chapter 44.28 RCW

(a) Conduct a performance audit of the departnent of natural
resources' aquatic resources program to determne the success of the
departnment in neeting the objectives established in statute for
managi ng aquatic | ands;

(b) Review mnmanagenent policies to determne if decisions to
generate revenues to support the aquatics program are consistent with
policies established in statute for nmanagi ng aquatic | ands;

(c) Review the percentage of revenues retained by the departnent of
natural resources from the resource managenent cost account and the
aquatic | ands enhancenent account for the aquatics programto determ ne
if the percentages are appropriate to support the program and

(d) Make recommendati ons on whet her the use of nonagency generated
revenues, such as the state general fund, would provide a better
fundi ng nechani sm for the managenent of state-owned aquatic | ands.

(2) The final performance audit and recomrendations required by
this section nmust be conpleted by Decenber 15, 2007.

~-- END ---
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