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HOUSE BI LL 3296

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives N xon and Roach

Read first tinme 02/02/2006. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to establishnment of procedures for creation of new
counties or consolidation of existing counties; anmendi ng RCW 36. 32. 020
and 84.09.030; adding a new section to chapter 47.01 RCW adding a new
chapter to Title 36 RCW <creating a new section; repealing RCW
4.12.070, 36.09.010, 36.09.020, 36.09.035, 36.09.040, and 36.09.050;
and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to establish
procedures for the orderly formation of new counties or consolidation
of existing counties and to provide for an equitable apportionnent of
the debts, liabilities, and assets of the parent county or counties
bet ween the new county and the remaining portions or portion of each
parent county.

(1) Article X, section 3 of the state Constitution authorizes the
formati on of new counties and establishes certain conditions for and

restrictions on those formations. The constitutional provision
requires the legislature to adopt "a general |aw applicable to the
whol e state.” |In over one hundred years, the legislature has failed to
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provi de a general statutory franmework for the formation of new counties
that applies to the whole state.

(2) The purpose of this act is to establish procedures for the
orderly formation of new counties, either by the division of an
exi sting county or counties or through the consolidation of existing
counties, that is consistent with the recent state suprene court
decision in Cedar County Commttee v. Minro (134 W.2d 377) and to
provide for an equitable apportionnent of the debts, liabilities, and
assets of the parent county or counties between the new county and the
remai ni ng portion or portions of each parent county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Assets" neans all: (a) Real estate and | easehold interests in
real estate owned by the parent county; (b) tangi ble personal property
owned or |eased by the parent county; and (c) intangible personal
property owned by the parent county including cash, securities,
commercial paper, notes, accounts receivable, and contract rights.
Assets are determned as of the first day of the interimperiod.

(2) "Interim period" nmeans the period during which a new county
governnent is established, the apportionnment of debts, liabilities, and
assets is inplenented, and the transfer of all records fromthe parent
county or counties to the new county is conpleted. The period begins
on January 1st after the end of the regular session at which the new
county is created by special legislation or the year in which an
el ection for the formation of a new county is approved, and the period
ends on Decenber 31st of the sanme year

(3) "New county" neans the county that is created by striking
territory froma parent county or counties under Article X, section 3
of the state Constitution.

(4) "Parent county or counties" neans the existing county or
counties out of which territory is stricken to create a new county
under Article X, section 3 of the state Constitution.

(5) "Proponents" neans up to five individuals who are registered
voters in the proposed new county who initiate the petition process to
create a new county under section 3 of this act.

HB 3296 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32

33

34
35

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The proponent or proponents of a proposed
new county shall, before the circulation of a petition in support of
the formation of that new county, file with the secretary of state a
statenment designating the nane of the proposed county and containing
the legal description of the proposed county, together wth an
affidavit from each proponent that he or she is a registered voter
within the territory of the proposed county. |If there are two or nore
proponents, one of them nust be designated as the principal proponent
for the purpose of receiving notices and comunications required by
| aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Upon receipt of the statenment, |[egal
description, and affidavit of sponsorship for a proposed new county,
the secretary of state shall forward a copy of the |egal description to
the office of financial managenent.

(2) Wthin thirty days of receipt of this request from the
secretary of state, the director of the office of financial nmanagenent
shall determine if the legal description is consistent and the
territory described is a single, contiguous area. If the |egal
description is defective, the director shall notify the secretary of
state and the principal proponent of the nature and extent of the
defect. Wth the advice and assistance of the director, the proponents
may anmend the |l egal description and file a new statenent under section
3 of this act.

(3) If the legal description is not defective, the director shal
also determne the population of the proposed new county and the
popul ation of the remaining portion or portions of each parent county,
using the nost current data avail able. The director shall certify
t hese popul ations to the secretary of state and the principal proponent
of the new county within thirty days of receipt of the request fromthe
secretary of state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Petitions for the formation of a new county
nmust be substantially in the follow ng form

WARNI NG

Every person who signs this petition with any other than his or her
true nane, knowingly signs nore than one petition for the sane new
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county, signs this petition when he or she is not a registered voter,
or makes any fal se statenent on this petition may be punished by fine
or inprisonnent or both.

PETI TION FOR THE FORVATION OF . . . . . . . . COUNTY

To the Honorable . . . . . . . ., Secretary of State of the State
of Washi ngt on:

W the undersigned citizens and l|legal voters of the state of
Washi ngton, respectfully direct that this petition for the formation of
Ce county, a full, true, and correct copy of the |ega
description of which is printed on the reverse side of this petition,
be transmtted to the legislature of the state of Washington, at its
next ensuing regular session. W respectfully petition the |egislature
to create this new county as provided by law. Each of us for hinself
or herself declares that: | have personally signed this petition, | am
a legal voter of the state of Washington, ny residence address is
correctly stated, and | have not know ngly signed any other petition
for the formation of this county.

Petitioner's Print name Residence address, City County
signature for positive street, and number, or

identification if any Town
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A conpl ete | egal description of the proposed county nust be printed
on the reverse side of the petition sheet. A proposed county seat nmay
be included on the front or the back of the petition. A map of the
proposed new county may be printed on the front or the back of the
petition.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Petitions for the formation of a new county,
signed by the requisite nunber of registered voters in the proposed

county, may be submtted to the secretary of state at any tinme up to
three years after the certification of the legal description and
popul ati ons under section 4 of this act. The standards for acceptance
or rejection of signature petitions for the formati on of a new county
are the sane as for acts under RCW 29A 72.170, and any appeal of a
refusal by the secretary of state to file signature petitions wll
proceed in the sanme manner as provided for acts under RCW 29A. 72.180
and 29A. 72. 190.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A petition for the creation of a new county
circulated before the effective date of this act, filed under section
6 of this act with the secretary of state wthin two years of the
effective date of this act, and differing in formfromthe information
requi red by section 5 of this act is acceptable as to the requirenents
for form

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A petition proposing the creation of a new
county nust be signed by at least fifty percent of the registered
voters residing in the conbined portions of each parent county from
which territory is proposed to be stricken and included in the new
county at the tinme the petition is filed under this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. (1) Every person who signs a petition
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requesting the creation of a new county with any other than his or her
true name is guilty of a class C felony punishabl e under chapter 9A. 20
RCW

(2) Every person who: (a) Know ngly signs nore than one petition
for the sanme effort to create a new county; (b) signs a petition
requesting the creation of a new county knowi ng that he or she is not
a legal voter; or (c) mkes a false statenent as to his or her
resi dence on any petition requesting the creation of a new county, is
guilty of a gross m sdeneanor punishable under chapter 9A 20 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. Wthin sixty days of the receipt of the
petition under section 6 of this act, the secretary of state shall
exam ne the signatures on the petition, conpare themto the records in
the statewi de data base of registered voters provided under chapter
29A. 08 RCW and any additional information provided by the parent county
or counties that is necessary to determ ne whether a registered voter
is wthin the boundaries of the proposed new county, and determne if
the nunber of valid signatures of registered voters on the petition
exceeds the nunber required under section 8 of this act. A variation
between the signature on the petition and that on the registration
record due to the substitution of initials or the use of comon
nicknanmes is permtted so long as the surname and handwiting are
clearly the sane.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. (1) The secretary of state shall certify to
t he proponents and to the | egislature whether the proposed new county
and the remaining parent county or counties will have the m ninum
popul ations required by the state Constitution and whether the petition
has been signed by at least fifty percent of the registered voters in
t he conbi ned portions of each parent county that is to be stricken to
formthe new county.

(2) The secretary of state shall also notify the presiding judge of
the division of the state court of appeals that contains the greatest
portion of the population of the new county that a petition for the
formati on of a new county has been transmtted to the | egislature and
shall transmt with the notice a copy of the | egal description of the
proposed county.
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(3) The secretary of state shall also notify the director of the
departnent of revenue that a petition for the formation of a new county
has been transmtted to the legislature and shall transmt wth the
notice a copy of the legal description of the proposed county.

(4) Any proponent or opponent of the new county, dissatisfied with
the determnation of the secretary of state under this section, nmay
appeal that determination to the superior court of Thurston county.
The review by the superior court will proceed in the same manner as for
acts under RCW 29A. 72. 240.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. (1) Wen the presiding judge of the
applicable division of the state court of appeals is notified of the
petition transm ssion under section 11(2) of this act, the presiding
judge shall appoint a special nmaster to gather facts, conduct hearings,
review evidence, and make recommendations to the court regarding the
division of assets and liabilities between the new county and the
parent county or counties in accordance with sections 13 through 18 of

this act, including any critical factors that would affect the
projected long-term revenues of the proposed new county conpared to
counties of simlar population and physical area. The princi pal

proponent of the new county and the | egislative authority of any parent
county or counties from which territory is to be stricken are proper
parties to this proceeding and may recommend individuals to serve as
t he special master.

(2) If the petition for a new county proposes the consolidation of
two or nore existing counties where there is no remaining territory in
any parent county or counties, the presiding judge may enter an order
under section 17(1) of this act w thout appointing a special naster.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. (1) The special master may enpl oy
apprai sers, accountants, actuaries, engineers, attorneys, or other
experts, and consult with state and | ocal agencies including boundary
review boards established under chapter 36.93 RCW to assenble and
eval uate evidence and exercise all other powers granted to the court
that are necessary for the efficient and just resolution of any issues.

(2) The court of appeals may award paynent of reasonable fees and
costs to any special master and any experts that the special naster is
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parent county and the new county in such proportions as it deens just.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. \Wenever a new county is created out of
territory that was stricken from another county or counties, the new
county is liable for an equitable proportion of the debts and
liabilities of the parent county or counties and nust receive an
equi tabl e proportion of the assets of the parent county or counties.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. (1) In apportioning the debts and
liabilities under section 14 of this act, the court shall not charge
either county with any share of debts or liabilities then existing
incurred in the purchase of county property, or in the purchase or
construction of public buildings then in use or under construction, or
roads or bridges then in use or under construction, that are |ocated
within the other county except where the repaynent of the debt or
liability is being made or is to be nade from bonds originally
aut hori zed by a vote of the qualified electors in the other county.

(2) The remaining debts and liabilities of the parent county nust
be apportioned so that the new county is assigned an anount of these
debts and liabilities that is in the sane proportion as the assessed
val uation of the new county, that was part of that parent county, is to
the total assessed valuation in the parent county before the creation
of the new county. The assessed valuations nust be those used for
taxes inposed in the year before the el ection was held authorizing the
creation of the new county. The debts and liabilities nentioned in
this section may not include new tax obligations created by the parent
county governnent after the subm ssion of petitions for creation of the
new county to the secretary of state.

(3) This section may not be construed to affect the rights of
creditors.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. (1) In apportioning the assets of the
parent county or counties, each parent county retains ownership of real

property it owns that remains in its boundaries after the creation of
the new county. At the effective date of the creation of the new
county, the new county acquires ownership of real property that was

HB 3296 p. 8
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owned by the parent county or counties that is located in the new
county. No valuation of or conpensation for real property is required.

(2) Al equipnment owned by each parent county that is used in the
construction or maintenance of roads or bridges nust be apportioned
based on total appraised value of the equi pnent between the new county
and the parent county so that the new county receives a portion of this
equi pnent that is in the sane proportion as the nunmber of mles of
county roads in the new county, that were part of that parent county,
is to the total nunber of mles of county roads in the parent county
before the creation of the new county.

(3) Al other assets of each parent county, the apportionnent of
which is not otherwi se provided for, nust be apportioned between the
parent county and the new county based on total appraised value of the
assets so that the new county receives a portion of these assets that
is in the sanme proportion as the assessed val uation of the new county,
that was part of the parent county, is to the total assessed val uation
of the parent county before the creation of the new county. The
assessed val uations nust be those used for taxes inposed in the year of
the el ection authorizing creation of the new county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. (1) Wthin six nonths after receiving
notice under section 11(2) of this act, the court of appeals shall
enter an order apportioning all debts, liabilities, and assets of the
parent county or counties between the parent counties and new county
and providing for the nmethod of transfer or paynent, subject to the
creation of the new county under section 19 of this act. The order of
the court of appeals is final.

(2) RCW2.06.040 applies to a proceeding under this section, except
that a decision rendered under this section does not have precedenti al
val ue and need not be published as an opinion of the court.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 18. Wthin six nonths of the receipt of a
notice under section 11 of this act, the director of the departnent of
revenue, in conjunction with the departnment of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent and the office of financial managenent, shall
anal yze and prepare a report on the inpact of the creation of the new
county on the revenues and expenditures of the parent county or
counti es.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. (1) If all the requirenments of Article X,
section 3 of the state Constitution for the creation of a new county
have been net, the legislature may, during the first regular session
after certification under section 11(1) of this act, enact special
| egi sl ation creating that county.

(2) If the legislature does not enact special |egislation creating
the county under subsection (1) of this section, the question of the
creation of that county nust be referred to a vote of the registered
voters residing in the proposed new county at the next general election
nmore than one hundred twenty days after the adjournnment of the session
at which the special legislation could have been enact ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. (1) If the legislature provides for the
creation of a new county under section 19 of this act by specia
| egi sl ation, that special |egislation nust include:

(a) A legal description of the proposed new county;

(b) The initial annual salaries of the elected officers of the new
county;

(c) An initial county seat for the new county, if not specified in
the county petition;

(d) Provision for the initial election of officers of the new
county if those are different fromsections 21 through 23 of this act;

(e) Provision for a superior court and district court for the new
county;

(f) Boundaries for three comm ssioner districts in the proposed new
county subject to the criteria in RCW29A. 76.010; and

(g) Provision for any necessary financial resources for the new
county during the interimperiod and until the recei pt of regul ar taxes
and ot her revenues. Such neasures may be revised by the new county
conmi ssi on once in operation.

(2) Al counties nmust consist of a single contiguous area of |and
and water. If the legislature determ nes that the boundaries of the
proposed new county have becone defective since the collection of
petitions, it may nodi fy the proposed boundaries only so far to resolve
t hese issues. It shall consider the boundaries of existing and new
communities and governmental wunits, but my not nake substantive
changes of greater than ten percent of the total area of the new

HB 3296 p. 10
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county. The legislature may not make changes in the boundaries that
would result in the creation of a new county that does not satisfy the
requi renents of Article XI, section 3 of the state Constitution.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. (1) If special legislation enacted under
section 19(1) of this act does not provide otherwise or if the question
of the formation of a new county is referred under section 19(2) of
this act and if the new county includes part of the territory from one
or nore parent counties that question nust be submtted to the voters
of the new county in substantially the followng form

"Shall the new county of (insert nanme of new county) be created and
the assets and liabilities of (insert the nane of the parent county or
counties) be divided with this new county as provided in (cite the
order of the court of appeals)? - yes or no?"

(2) If the new county consolidates all of the territory of two or
nmore parent counties, the question nust be submtted to the voters of
the new county in substantially the following form

"Shall the new county of (insert name of new county) be created and
shall it assune all of the assets and liabilities of (insert the name
of the parent counties) as provided in (cite the order of the court of
appeal s)? - yes or no?"

NEW SECTION. Sec. 22. (1) If special legislation enacted under
section 19(1) of this act does not provide otherwise or if the question
of the formation of a new county is referred under section 19(2) of
this act, a primry nust be held under RCW 29A 04.311 for the
nom nation of candidates for the various county elected offices, and
el ections for those offices nmust be held in conjunction with the state
general election in that year. Except as provided in this section,
nom nations and elections nmust be held as provided by the general
el ection laws for partisan county offices.

(2) Declarations of candidacy for the initial terns of office for
the elected county offices in the new county nmust be filed with the
county auditor of the parent county if the new county is to be created
out of territory fromonly one county and with the secretary of state
if the new county is to be fornmed out of territory fromnore than one
parent county.

p. 11 HB 3296
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(3) Candidates for the office of county conm ssioner shall file for
one of three separate county comm ssioner positions. If county
conmm ssioner districts were created by the special |egislation, the
filing officer shall designate one position for each district, and the
voters in each district shall nomnate the candidates for county
conmi ssioner for that district.

(4) If any parent county does not provide a |local voters' panphl et
for the primary or the general election under RCW 29A. 32.210 through
29A.32. 280, the secretary of state shall provide a panphlet for the
jurisdiction of the proposed new county only.

(5) If the local voters' panphlet is produced by the secretary of
state, the commttees to draft statenents for and agai nst the neasures
wi |l be appointed as provided for state neasures under RCW 29A. 32. 060.
The | ocal voters' panphlet nust include the | egal description and map
of the proposed new county, a summary of the allocation of assets,
debts, and liabilities adopted by the court of appeals, and the report
by the departnment of revenue about the revenue and expenditure inpact
of the formation of the new county on the parent county or counties.

(6) The county auditor or auditors shall conduct and canvass the
el ection and certify the results to the secretary of state, who shal
canvass and certify the results of the primary and the el ection.

(7) The newy elected county officials shall assune office
i mredi ately upon the certification of the election with limted powers
during the interimperiod as provided in this chapter and full powers
after the expiration of the interimperiod.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 23. |If the legislature creates a new county
under section 19(1) of this act or if a majority of the registered
voters who reside within the boundaries of the proposed new county
voting on the question vote in favor of creation of a new county under
section 19(2) of this act, the new county is established, with an
interimorgani zation period commenci ng on January 1st of the year after
the session at which the special legislation was enacted or the
el ection at which the voters approved the formati on of the new county.
The interim period expires on Decenber 31st of the year in which it
started.

HB 3296 p. 12



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e e ol e
o O A W N PP O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 24. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of
this section, the ternms of office for all of the initial county
officials are from the date of the certification of their election
until their successors are elected and qualified at the next genera
election that is tw years before the year in which the governor is
el ect ed.

(2) The conmm ssioner or conm ssioners who receive the greatest
nunber of votes for their respective positions at the general election
provided for wunder section 22 of this act will receive the |onger
unexpired termor terns.

(3) No regular or unexpired termelections may be held during the
interimperiod. Vacancies in elected county offices will be filled by
appoi nt nent .

(4) After the expiration of the first set of unexpired terns, the
terms of all officers wll be four years and until their successors are
el ected and qualified.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 25. If the new county is created, the new
county shall reinmburse the parent county or counties for its share of
the primary and el ection costs under RCW 29A.04.410. If the new county
is not created, the parent county or counties shall pay the cost of
conducting the primary and the election to create a new county and
el ect county officers. For the purposes of this section, the
proportionate share of the costs of producing and distributing the
| ocal voters' panphlet under section 22 of this act are included in the
cost of conducting the primary and el ection on the formation of the new
county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 26. Except as provided in this section, the
boundari es of any new county are independent fromand do not affect the
boundaries of any city, town, or special district of any kind.

(1) Unless the initial board of county comm ssioners provides
otherwise, a single road district nust exist in the new county conposed
of all the unincorporated area within the new county. Territory that
is stricken from a parent county to create a new county nust also be
stricken from the road district or districts of the parent county
effective as of the final day of the interimperiod.

p. 13 HB 3296



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32
33
34
35
36

(2) An area in a new county that was included in a county rura
library district nust remain part of that county rural library
district. The trustees of such a library district nust be appointed by
joint action of the nmenmbers of the county legislative authorities of
t he parent county or counties and the new county, wth the vote on each
appoi ntnment distributed anong the nenbers of the county |legislative
authorities so that the conbined total vote of all the nenbers of a
single county legislative authority is in direct proportion to the
percent age of population within the library district residing in that
county and each nenber of that county |egislative authority receiving
an equal portion of that vote.

(3) Effective on the first day after the interim period for the
creation of a new county, a public transportation benefit area that
includes territory located in both the remaining parent county and new
county will have its boundaries reduced to elimnate any territory
| ocated in the new county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 27. The superior court and district court for
the new county shall obtain jurisdiction over all new matters filed on

or after the interimperiod expires, over which those courts otherw se
have jurisdiction under the state Constitution and state |aw The
superior court and district court of the parent county or counties
shall retain jurisdiction of any matters pending before them or on
appeal from them on Decenber 31st at the close of the interim period
unless all parties to the matter stipulate to a change of venue to the
superior or district court of the new county.

Al'l pleadings, process, docunents, and files in the office of the
county clerk and in the offices of officers of the superior or district
court of a parent county pertaining to actions and proceedings
transferred to the superior or district court of the new county nust be
certified and transferred to the county clerk or to officers of the
superior or district court of the new county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 28. Wthin ten nonths of the beginning of the
interimperiod for a new county, all records, docunents, and papers in
the offices of county auditor, county assessor, county treasurer, and
other county officers of a parent county, affecting the title or
possession of real property in the new county, assessed val uation of

HB 3296 p. 14
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property located in the new county, registration of voters residing in
the new county, or other appropriate matters, nust be certified by the
appropriate parent county official and nust be transferred to the

appropriate county officials and officers of the new county. | f
original records, docunents, or papers are not transferred, certified
copi es nust be provided. The appropriate county officials of the

parent county and the new county may agree to these transfers through
el ectronic, nechanical, or other nmethods that adequately ensure the
accuracy of the transferred information. The new county shall pay al
reasonable costs incurred with regard to the transfer of records,
docunents, and papers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 29. During the interimperiod for a new county,
the initial county officials have the foll ow ng powers:

(1) The initial board of county conm ssioners nay adopt ordi nances
and adopt resolutions necessary to inplenent the general powers
provided by this section. The initial board of county comm ssioners
may al so adopt ordinances on any matter within the authority of a
noncharter county. The ordinances becone effective on the expiration
of the interimperiod.

(2) The initial county officials, subject to state |aw governing
counties in general, may purchase or |ease |and, buildings, equipnent,
and supplies; contract for services; and enploy staff as necessary to
i npl enent the powers provided by this section and to assure the
est abl i shnent of the necessary infrastructure and staffing for the ful
operation of county governnment on the expiration of the interimperiod.

(3) The initial county officials may enter interlocal agreenents
wWith the parent county or counties to facilitate the establishnment of
t he new county governnent and for services to be rendered follow ng the
interim period.

(4) The initial board of county comm ssioners may:

(a) Cause tax anticipation or revenue anticipation notes or
warrants or other short-term obligations to be issued as provided in
chapter 39.50 RCW

(b) Authorize the borrow ng of noney fromstate or federal agencies
to the sanme extent as is authorized for a nonhome-rul e county;

(c) Submt ballot propositions to the voters of the new county
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aut hori zi ng a single-year excess levy to be inposed, as provided by RCW
84.52. 052;

(d) Submt ballot propositions to the voters of the new county
authorizing both voter-approved general i ndebt edness and bond
retirement excess levies, as provided by RCW84.52. 056 and 39. 36. 050;

(e) Inpose property taxes as authorized for counties, to be
collected after the interimperiod; and

(f) Inpose excise taxes as authorized for counties effective on
January 1st after the interim period, including, but not limted to,
sales and use taxes authorized in chapter 82.14 RCW and real estate
exci se taxes authorized in chapter 82.46 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 30. The initial county officers of a new county
during the interim period are subject to all state laws limting the
authority of or inposing obligations on such offices as if the new
county were fully established.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 31. All ordinances, rules, and regul ations of
a parent county that are in effect at the beginning of the interim
period for a new county and that are adopted by the parent county
during the interim period of a new county have their full force and
effect wwthin the portion of the parent county that is stricken to form
the new county until the end of the interimperiod, unless repeal ed by
the parent county before that date.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 32. During the interimperiod for a new county,
the parent county or counties remain responsible for providing all
county services previously provided by that parent county in the
portion of the parent county that is stricken to forma new county at
the current level of service, unless otherwi se agreed to between the
parent county and the initial officers of the new county.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 33. (1) The budget for the interimperiod for
a new county nust be adopted as provided in this section. The budget
for the first budget cycle of the new county after the interim period
must be adopted as provided in chapter 36.40 RCW

(2) The initial board of county conm ssioners shall adopt a budget
for the interim period and make any subsequent anendnents in
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consultation with the state auditor and the departnent of revenue. The
departnment of revenue shall provide to the initial officers of the new
county, at the earliest date feasible after the election authorizing
formati on of the new county, a report detailing the potential revenues

and expenses of the new county. The interim period budget may
initially authorize expenditure of noneys by general category w thout
specific detail. The budget may be anended periodically during the

interimperiod to reflect actual revenues or expenditure requirenents
as they becone known.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 34. During the interimperiod for a new county,
the initial board of county comm ssioners may borrow noney from the
state treasurer in amunts and on terns deened prudent and reasonabl e
by the state treasurer

Any | oan obtained under this section nust be repaid within three
years of the initial disbursenent. The state treasurer may w thhold
moneys from the funds otherw se payable to the new county to assure
repaymnent .

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 35. Each parent county shall continue inposing
sal es and use taxes throughout its entire boundaries until the end of
the interimperiod. Before the end of the interimperiod, each parent
county wll continue receiving federal and state noneys allocated to it
as if the new county did not exist. State noneys nust be allocated to
the new county on whatever basis these noneys are distributed
commencing on the first day after the interim period.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 36. The rule of strict construction does not
apply to this chapter. The authority granted to the initial county
comm ssioners of a new county nust be liberally interpreted to provide
for a transition to a new county during the interimperiod so that, to
the greatest extent possible, a new county will be able to fully
function as a conplete county government at the date the new county is
officially created.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 37. A new section is added to chapter 47.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:
Begi nning on January 1st followng the interim period for a new
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county, the departnent of transportation shall adjust the allocations
of transportation noneys nade to counties to include the new county on
the sanme bases as apply to previously existing counties.

Sec. 38. RCW36.32.020 and 1982 c 226 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The board of county comm ssioners of each county shall divide their
county into three conmm ssioner districts so that each district shal
conprise as nearly as possible one-third of the population of the
county((—PROV-BEB—TFhat)). The territory conprised in any voting
precincts of such districts shall remain conpact, and shall not be
di vided by the lines of ((sa+d)) the districts.

However, the comm ssioners of any county conposed entirely of
islands and with a population of less than thirty-five thousand may
divide their county into three comm ssioner districts without regard to
popul ation, except that if any single island is included in nore than
one district, the districts on such island shall conprise, as nearly as
possi bl e, equal popul ati ons.

The lines of the districts shall not be changed ((eftener)) nore
often than once in four years except for the initial districts in a new
county created under section 19 of this act and only when a full board
of conmm ssioners is present. The districts shall be designated as
di stricts nunbered one, two and three.

Sec. 39. RCW 84.09.030 and 2004 c¢ 129 s 19 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as follows, the boundaries of counties, cities and all other
taxing districts, for purposes of property taxation and the |evy of
property taxes, shall be the established official boundaries of such
districts existing on the first day of March of the year in which the
property tax levy is made.

The official boundaries of a newy incorporated taxing district
shall be established at a different date in the year in which the
i ncorporation occurred as foll ows:

(1) Boundaries for a newly incorporated city shall be established
on the last day of March of the year in which the initial property tax
levy is made, and the boundaries of a road district, library district,
or fire protection district or districts, that include any portion of
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the area that was incorporated within its boundaries shall be altered
as of this date to exclude this area, if the budget for the newy
incorporated city is filed pursuant to RCW 84.52.020 and the |evy
request of the newly incorporated city is made pursuant to RCW
84.52. 070. Whenever a proposed city incorporation is on the March
special election ballot, the county auditor shall submt the |ega
description of the proposed city to the departnent of revenue on or
before the first day of March;

(2) Boundaries for a newly incorporated port district or regional
fire protection service authority shall be established on the first day
of Cctober if the boundaries of the newy incorporated port district or
regional fire protection service authority are cotermnous with the
boundaries of another taxing district or districts, as they existed on
the first day of March of that year

(3) Boundaries of any other newly incorporated taxing district
shall be established on the first day of June of the year in which the
property tax levy is nmade if the taxing district has boundaries
cotermnous with the boundaries of another taxing district, as they
existed on the first day of March of that year

(4) Boundaries for a newy incorporated water-sewer district shal
be established on the fifteenth of June of the year in which the
proposition under RCW 57.04.050 authorizing a water district excess
| evy is approved; and

(5) Boundaries of a new county, the counties fromwhich territory
is stricken to create the new county, any road districts in the
counties from which the territory is stricken, and road districts in
the newy created county wll be established on the first day of
January of the interimperiod after the formation of that new county.

The boundaries of a taxing district shall be established on the
first day of June if territory has been added to, or renoved from the
taxing district after the first day of March of that year wth
boundaries coterm nous with the boundaries of another taxing district
as they existed on the first day of March of that year. However, the
boundaries of a road district, library district, or fire protection
district or districts, that include any portion of the area that was
annexed to a city or town within its boundaries shall be altered as of
this date to exclude this area. In any case where any instrunent
setting forth the official boundaries of any newWy established taxing
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district, or setting forth any change in such boundaries, is required
by law to be filed in the office of the county auditor or other county
official, said instrunent shall be filed in triplicate. The officer
with whom such instrunment is filed shall transmt two copies to the
county assessor.

No property tax levy shall be nmade for any taxing district whose
boundaries are not established as of the dates provided in this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 40. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW4.12.070 (Change to newmy created county) and 1891 c 33 s
2, Code 1881 s 53, 1877 p 12 s 54, 1869 p 14 s 54, & 1854 p 377 s 2;

(2) RCW 36.09.010 (Debts and property to be apportioned) and 1963
c 4 s 36.09.010;

(3) RCW 36.09.020 (Procedure to settle anobunt charged new county- -
Basi s of apportionnent) and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36. 09. 020;

(4) RCW 36.09.035 (Procedure to settle anobunt charged new county- -
Di sagreenent between auditors--Determ nation by third person) and 1963
c 4 s 36.09.035;

(5) RCW 36.09.040 (Paynent of indebtedness--Transfer of property)
and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.09. 040; and

(6) RCW 36.09.050 (Collection of taxes |evied--Apportionnment) and
1963 ¢ 4 s 36.09. 050.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 41. Sections 2 through 36 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 36 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 42. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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