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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4219

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Al exander, Orcutt, Hal er, Dunn, Ar st rong,
Cl ements, MDonal d, Shabro, Sunp, Hi nkle, Holnguist, Ahern, Newhouse,
McCune, Eri cksen, Ser ben, Kri stiansen, Bai | ey, Roach, Ni xon,

Ander son, Canpbell, Condotta, Wuods, Strow and Pearson

Read first tinme 01/18/2006. Referred to Commttee on Appropriations.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEG SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article VIIl of the Constitution of the state of Washi ngton by addi ng
a new section to read as foll ows:

Article VIII, section .... (1) A state expenditure |limt is
established. The state expenditure limt for any fiscal year shall be
the previous fiscal year's state expenditure |imt increased by a
percentage rate that equals the fiscal growh factor. For purposes of
this section, "fiscal growh factor" neans the average of the sum of
inflation and popul ation change for each of the prior three fiscal
years and "inflation" neans the percentage change in the inplicit price
deflator for the United States for each fiscal year as published by the
federal bureau of |abor statistics.

(2) The state shall not expend from the general fund and rel ated
funds during any fiscal year state noneys in excess of the state
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expenditure limt established under this section, except pursuant to an
energency previously declared in law by a favorable vote of
three-fifths of the nenbers el ected to each house of the |egislature.

(3) The expenditure limt shall be adjusted at |east annually as
fol | ows:

(a) The limt shall be adjusted for the prior fiscal year based on
actual expenditures and known changes in the fiscal gromh factor.

(b) If the cost of any state program or function is shifted from
the state general fund or a related fund to another source of funding,
or if nmoneys are transferred fromthe state general fund or a related
fund to another fund or account, the |imt is lowred to reflect the
shift. For the purposes of this subsection, a transfer of noney from
the state general fund or a related fund to another fund or account
includes any state l|legislative action taken that has the effect of
reduci ng revenues froma particular source, where such revenues woul d
ot herwi se be deposited into the state general fund or a related fund,
while increasing the revenues from that particular source to another
state or |ocal government account. This subsection does not apply to
transfers required by law prior to the effective date of this section.

(c) If the cost of any state program or function and the ongoi ng
revenue necessary to fund the program or function are shifted to the
state general fund or a related fund on or after the effective date of
this section, the limt shall be increased to reflect the shift.

(d) If by order of any court, or legislative enactnent, the costs
of a federal or local governnment programare transferred to or fromthe
state, the otherwise applicable state expenditure limt shall be
i ncreased or decreased, as the case may be, by the dollar anount of the
costs of the program

(4) The legislature shall not inpose responsibility for new
progranms or increased |evels of service under existing progranms on any
political subdivision of the state unless the |I|egislature nmakes
provision, in a manner determ ned by the legislature, for the costs of
the new prograns or increased service |evels.

(5) The legislature shall enact appropriate laws to carry out the
pur poses of this section.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this anendnent is a single amendnent
within the meaning of Article XXII, section 1 of the state
Constitution.
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The legislature finds that the changes contained in this amendnent
constitute a single integrated plan for placing limtations on state
expendi t ur es. If this anmendnent is held to be separate anmendnents,
this joint resolution is void in its entirety and is of no further
force and effect.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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