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SENATE BI LL 5021

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Prentice and Parlette

Read first tine 01/10/2005. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning,
K-12 & Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the Hi spanic American endowed schol arship
program and adding a new chapter to Title 28B RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the benefit to
our state and nation of providing equal educational opportunities for
all races and nationalities. The legislature finds that Hispanic
Anmerican students are underrepresented in Washington's colleges and
uni versities. The legislature also finds that past discrimnatory
practices have resulted in this underrepresentation. Creating an
endowed schol arship programto help Hi spanic Anmerican students obtain
a higher education wll help to rectify past discrimnation by
providing a nmeans and an incentive for Hispanic American students to
pursue a higher education. The state will benefit fromcontributions
made by Hi spanic Anericans who participate in a program of higher
educati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.
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(1) "Institution of higher education"” or "institution" neans a
college or university in the state of Washington that is accredited by
an accrediting association recognized as such by rule of the higher
educati on coordi nati ng board.

(2) "Board" neans the higher education coordinating board.

(3) "Eligible student" or "student" neans a Hi spanic Anerican
student as defined by the board in consultation with the advisory
commttee described in section 4 of this act, who is a financially
needy student, as defined by the board, who is a resident student, as
defined by RCW 28B.15.012(2), who is a full-tinme student at an
institution of higher education, and who prom ses to use his or her
education to benefit other Hi spanic Anmericans.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The Hi spanic Anerican endowed schol arship
program is created. The program shall be adm nistered by the board.
In adm nistering the program the board's powers and duties shall
i nclude but not be limted to:

(1) Selecting students to receive schol arships, with the assistance
of a screening commttee conposed of persons involved in helping
Hi spani ¢ Anerican students obtain a higher education;

(2) Adopting necessary rules and guidelines;

(3) Publicizing the program

(4) Accepting and depositing donations into the endownent fund
created in section 7 of this act;

(5) Requesting and accepting fromthe state treasurer noneys earned
fromthe trust fund and the endowrent fund created in sections 6 and 7
of this act;

(6) Soliciting and accepting grants and donations from public and
private sources for the program and

(7) Nam ng schol arships in honor of Hi spanic Americans who have
acted as rol e nodels.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The board shall establish an advisory
commttee to assist in programdesign and to develop criteria for the
screeni ng and sel ection of scholarship recipients. The commttee shal
be conposed of persons involved in hel ping H spanic Anerican students
obtai n hi gher educati on. The criteria shall include a priority for
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upper-division or graduate students. The criteria may include a
priority for students who are mmjoring in program areas in which
expertise is needed by the state's Hi spanic Anmericans.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The board may award schol arships to eligible
students from noneys earned fromthe endowrent fund created in section
7 of this act, or from funds appropriated to the board for this
pur pose, or fromany private donations, or fromany other funds given
to the board for this program For an undergraduate student, the
anount of the scholarship shall not exceed the student's denonstrated
financial need. For a graduate student, the anount of the schol arship
shall not exceed the student's denonstrated need or the stipend of a
teachi ng assistant, including tuition, at the University of Washi ngton,
whi chever is higher. 1In calculating a student's need, the board shal
consider the student's costs for tuition, fees, books, supplies,
transportation, room board, personal expenses, and child care. The
student's schol arshi p awarded under this chapter shall not exceed the
anount received by a student attending a state research university. A
student is eligible to receive a scholarship for a maxi num of five
years. However, the length of the scholarship shall be determ ned at
the discretion of the board.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The Hi spanic Anerican endowed schol arship
trust fund is established. The trust fund shall be adm nistered by the
state treasurer. Funds appropriated by the legislature for the trust
fund shall be deposited into the fund. Al'l noneys deposited in the
fund shall be invested by the state treasurer. Not wi t hst andi ng RCW
43.84.092, all earnings of investnents of balances of the trust fund
shall be credited to the fund. At the request of the board, and when
conditions set forth in section 8 of this act are net, the treasurer
shall transfer state matching noneys and any earned interest fromthe
trust fund to the H spanic Anmerican schol arship endowrent fund. No
appropriation is required for expenditures fromthe trust fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The Hi spanic Anmerican schol arshi p endownrent
fund is established. The endowrent fund shall be adm nistered by the
state treasurer. Moneys received from the board, private donations
state matchi ng noneys and any earned interest, and funds received from
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any ot her source may be deposited into the endowrent fund. All nbneys
deposited in the endowent fund shall be invested by the state
treasurer. Notw thstanding RCW43.84.092, all earnings of investnents
of bal ances of the endowrent fund shall be credited to the endowrent

f und. At the request of the board, the treasurer shall release

earnings from the endowrent fund to the board for schol arships. No

appropriation is required for expenditures fromthe endowrent fund.
The principal of the endowrent fund shall not be invaded. The

earnings on the fund shall be used solely for the purposes set forth in
section 5 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The board nmay request that the treasurer
deposit fifty thousand dollars of state matching funds and any earned
interest into the H spanic Anerican schol arshi p endowrent fund when the
board can match the state funds with an equal anmount of private cash
donations. Private cash donati ons neans noneys from nonstate sources
that include, but are not limted to, federal nobneys, and assessnents
by commodity conm ssions authorized to conduct research activities
including but not limted to research studies authorized under RCW
15. 66. 030 and 15. 65. 040.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 28B RCW

~-- END ---
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