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S-0266. 1

SENATE BI LL 5030

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Fraser

Read first tinme 01/10/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Water, Energy &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to toxic exposures reporting and tracking review
panel ; and addi ng new sections to chapter 70.104 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is a well -
established |ink between toxic chem cal exposure, human health, and
environnental inpacts. The w despread use of chem cals in our society
has resulted in an increased demand for full-scale health
i nvestigations, assessnent of resource damages, and health effects
information. Increased reporting, conprehensive unbiased investigation
capability, and enhanced comunity education efforts are required to
maintain this state's responsibilities to provide for public health and
safety.

It is the intent of the legislature that the various state agencies
responsi bl e for chem cal use and regul ation coordinate their activities
in a timely manner to ensure adequate nonitoring of chem cal use and
protection of workers, adults, and children fromthe effects of toxic
chem cal exposure.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is hereby created a toxics
exposure reporting and tracking review panel consisting of the
foll ow ng nenbers

(a) The directors, secretaries, or designees of the departnents of
| abor and industries, agriculture, natural resources, fish and
wildlife, transportation, social and health services, and ecol ogy;

(b) The secretary of the departnent of health or his or her
desi gnee, who shall serve as the coordinating agency for the review
panel ;

(c) The chair of the departnent of environnental and occupati onal
health sciences of the University of Wshington, or his or her
desi gnee;

(d) The chair of program in environnmental science and regiona
pl anni ng at Washi ngton State University, or his or her designee;

(e) A representative of the Wshington poison control center
net wor k;

(f) A practicing toxicologist and a nmenber of the general public,
who shall each be appointed by the governor for terns of two years and
may be appointed for a maxi mum of four terns at the discretion of the
gover nor. The governor may renove either nenber prior to the
expiration of his or her term of appointnment for cause. Upon the
death, resignation, or renoval for cause of a nenber of the review
panel , the governor shall fill such vacancy, within thirty days of its
creation, for the remainder of the termin the manner prescribed in
this section for appointnent to the review panel.

(2) The review panel shall be chaired by the secretary of the
departnent of health, or the secretary's designee. The nenbers of the
review panel shall neet at least nonthly at a tinme and place specified
by the chair, or at the call of a magjority of the review panel.

(3) Menbers of the review panel shall be reinbursed for trave
expenses as provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The responsibilities of the toxics exposure
reporting and tracking review panel include, but are not limted to:

(1) Establishing guidelines for <centralizing the receipt of
information relating to actual or alleged health and environnental
i ncidents invol ving toxic chem cals;
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(2) Reviewing and meking recommendations to the departnment of
heal th and the departnent of ecology or to the appropriate |egislative
commttees for procedures for nonitoring exposure to chem cals, which
shall be inplenented by the appropriate agency unless a witten
statenment providing the reasons for not adopting the recommendations is
provided to the revi ew panel;

(3) Monitoring chem cal use, possible health effects, and advice on
possi bl e al ternatives;

(4) At the request of the chair or any panel nenber, review ng
exposure to chem cals of unusual conplexity or those that cannot be
resol ved

(5) Identifying |inks between chem cal exposure and human heal t h;

(6) ldentifying inadequacies in state or federal law that result in
insufficient protection of public health and safety, wth specific
attention to advising the appropriate agencies on the adequacy of
chem cal toxicity data established by the appropriate federal agency to
protect the health and safety of children and adults. The panel shal
establish a priority list for reviewing toxic chemcals, which
considers the following criteria:

(a) Whether the chemcal is being wdely used by industry or
resi dents of Washi ngton;

(b) Whether another state has established a policy on use that is
different than the existing federal standards;

(c) The toxicity category of the chem cal under federal |aw,
i ncl udi ng persi stence and bi oaccumnul ati on;

(d) Whether the chemi cal has been identified by a federal or state
agency or through a scientific review as presenting a risk of cancer,
birth defects, genetic damage, neurol ogical effects, blood disorders,
sterility, nenstrual dysfunction, organ damage, or other chronic or
subchronic effects; and

(e) Reports or conplaints of ill effects fromthe chem cal exposure
in the workplace, honme, or school;

(7) Review ng and approving an annual report prepared by the
departnent of health to the governor, agency heads, and nenbers of the
| egi slature and nade available to the public. The report shall
i nclude, at a m ni num

(a) A summary of the year's activities;

(b) A synopsis of the chem cal exposure to residents of WAshi ngton;
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(c) A separate descriptive listing of each case in which adverse
health or environnmental effects due to chemcals were found to occur;

(d) A tabulation of the data from each case;

(e) An assessnent of the effects of chem cal exposure on children;

(f) The identification of trends, issues, and needs; and

(g) Any recomrendations for inproved or reduced chem cal use.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. In addition to the responsibilities in
section 3 of this act, the toxic exposures reporting and tracking
revi ew panel shall

(1) ldentify alternatives to persistent, bioaccunulative toxins
used in manufacturing conducted in Washi ngton state;

(2) Work with Washington state businesses to nove to |east toxic
met hods and products;

(3) Wrk with businesses, state agencies, and recycling conpanies
to address end-of-life issues, and to fornulate recommendations and
strat egi es;

(4) Function as an information clearinghouse to share information
to agencies, businesses, researchers, and students on persistent,
bi oaccunul ative toxins, health, and the environnent; and

(5) Provide expert consultation to governnment, businesses, and
ot hers concerning persistent, bioaccunul ative toxins, health, and the
envi ronnent .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act are each
added to chapter 70.104 RCW

~-- END ---
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