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S-0596.1

SENATE BI LL 5214

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Mrton, Brandl and, Hewitt, Benson, Carrell and Milliken

Read first time 01/18/2005. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Rel ating to authorizing nultiyear excess property tax |levies
for cenetery districts; amendi ng RCW 84.52. 052 and 68. 52. 310; addi ng a
new section to chapter 84.52 RCW and providing a contingent effective
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB84.52.052 and 2004 c 129 s 22 are each anended to read
as follows:

The limtations inposed by RCW 84. 52. 050 t hrough 84.52. 056, and RCW
84.52.043 shall not prevent the |levy of additional taxes by any taxing
district, except school districts ((and)), fire protection districts,
and cenetery districts, in which a larger levy is necessary in order to
prevent the inpairnent of the obligation of contracts. As used in this
section, the term"taxing district" neans any county, netropolitan park
district, park and recreation service area, park and recreation
district, water-sewer district, solid waste disposal district, public
facilities district, flood control zone district, county rail district,
service district, public hospital district, road district, rural county
library district, island library district, rural partial-county library

district, intercounty rural library district, ((eeretery—distriet:))
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city, town, transportation benefit district, enmergency nedical service
district wth a popul ation density of |ess than one thousand per square
mle, cultural arts, stadium and convention district, ferry district,
city transportation authority, or regional fire protection service
authority.

Any such taxing district may levy taxes at a rate in excess of the
rate specified in RCW 84.52.050 through 84.52.056 and 84.52.043, or
84.55. 010 through 84.55. 050, when authorized so to do by the voters of
such taxing district in the manner set forth in Article VII, section
2(a) of the Constitution of this state at a special or general election
to be held in the year in which the levy is nmade.

A special election may be called and the tine therefor fixed by the
county legislative authority, or council, board of conmm ssioners, or
ot her governing body of any such taxing district, by giving notice
t hereof by publication in the manner provided by |aw for giving notices
of general elections, at which special election the proposition
aut hori zing such excess levy shall be submtted in such form as to
enable the voters favoring the proposition to vote "yes" and those
opposed thereto to vote "no."

Sec. 2. RCW 68.52.310 and 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 195 s 77 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The board of cenetery comm ssioners shall have no authority to
contract indebtedness in any year in excess of the aggregate anount of
the currently |evied taxes, which annual tax levy for cenetery district
purposes shall not exceed eleven and one-quarter cents per thousand
dollars of assessed valuation and the tax levy anmpunt authorized in
section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 84.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The limtations inposed by RCW 84.52.050 through 84.52.056, and
84.52.043 shall not prevent the |levy of taxes by a cenetery district,
when authorized so to do by the voters of a cenetery district in the
manner and for the purposes and nunber of years allowabl e under Article
VIl, section 2(a) of the Constitution of this state. El ections for
taxes shall be held in the year in which the levy is made, or in the
case of propositions authorizing two-year through four-year |evies for
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mai nt enance and operation support of a cenetery district, or
authorizing two-year through six-year levies to support t he
construction, nodernization, or renodeling of cenetery district
facilities, in the year in which the first annual levy is made. Once
additional tax levies have been authorized for maintenance and
operation support of a cenetery district for a two-year through four-
year period, no further additional tax |evies for nmaintenance and
operation support of the district for that period nay be authorized.

A special election may be called and the tine fixed by the cenetery
district conmm ssioners, by giving notice by publication in the manner
provided by law for giving notices of general elections, at which
speci al election the proposition authorizing the excess levy shall be
submtted in a formas to enable the voters favoring the proposition to
vote "yes" and those opposed to vote "no."

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act takes effect January 1, 2006, if
the proposed anendnment to Article WVII, section 2 of the state
Constitution authorizing nultiyear excess property tax levies for
cenetery districts is validly submtted to and approved by the voters
at the next general election. If the proposed anendnent is not
approved, this act is void in its entirety.

~-- END ---
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