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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5293

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Milliken, Hargrove, Stevens and Del vin)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to investigation and prevention of fraud in public
assi stance prograns; and addi ng a new section to chapter 43.10 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is the intent of the legislature to ensure that all public
assi stance prograns be adm nistered to provide appropriate access and
benefits to eligible recipients for as |long as they need assi stance and
are eligible. Welfare fraud in any form underm nes the purpose of
public assistance and the very spirit in which it is provided.

(2) In an effort to ensure the integrity of all public assistance
progranms in the state of Washington there is established in the office
of the attorney general, the office of inspector general. The office
of inspector general shall be directed by the inspector general who
shall be appointed by the attorney general. The office of inspector
general shall investigate welfare fraud and public assistance fraud in
Washi ngton st ate. Wl fare includes public assistance prograns and
benefits, tenporary assistance for needy famlies, Wor kKFi r st
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el ectronic benefits transfer, food stanps, and child care benefits.
Medi caid fraud shall be referred to the nedicaid fraud control unit of
the office of the attorney general for investigation.

(3) It is the duty of the office of inspector general to prevent,
detect, and elimnate fraud, waste, abuse, m snmanagenent, and
m sconduct in welfare and public assistance prograns receiving or
adm ni stering state or federal governnment funds. Ofice of inspector
general duties shall include investigation of recipients, providers,
contractors, and vendors of these benefits.

(4) The office of inspector general shall work in concert wth
ot her agencies in acconplishing its mssion to prevent and detect fraud
and abuse of welfare, public assistance, and state and federal funds.
The office of inspector general shall coordinate services with |ocal,
state, and federal |aw enforcenent agencies.

(5) Funding for the office of inspector general shall be provided
by transferring funding for three full-tinme equival ent positions from
the division of fraud investigations within the departnment of socia
and health services and transferring all funding for three full-tine
equi val ent positions to the office of the attorney general solely for
t he purpose of funding the office of inspector general.

(6) The office of inspector general shall respond to any and al
all egations of fraud or abuse of welfare and public assistance funds
regardl ess of the source of the allegations. Allegations of fraud or
abuse nmay be brought to the attention of the office of inspector
general by agency enpl oyees, citizens of Washington state, providers,
reci pients, vendors, contractors, and |aw enforcenent. Under no
circunstances shall any individual or organization that Dbrings
allegations of fraud or abuse to the attention of the office of
i nspector general be retaliated against.

(7) The office of inspector general shall publish a report to the
| egi sl ature annual ly which shall include a narrative and correspondi ng
statistical data on its activities. This annual report may include
recommendati ons for agency operations and policies, legislative action,
gover nnent oversight, or funding. The report is due January 1, 2006,
and each year thereafter

~-- END ---
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