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S-0537.1

SENATE BI LL 5330

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Shin, Rasnussen, Berkey, MAuliffe and Kohl -Welles

Read first tinme 01/20/2005. Referred to Committee on Internationa
Trade & Econom c Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to econom c developnent grants; adding a new
section to chapter 43.330 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that state-supported
econom ¢ devel opnent efforts, including work force training, technol ogy
transfer, and industrial nodernization, can nmake a significant
difference in the health and diversification of the state's econony.
There are nunerous federal and private econom c devel opnent grant
prograns and research projects designed to increase the conpetitiveness
of American firns and | ocal work forces, for which state agencies and
| ocal consortiuns are eligible to apply. The legislature further
finds that state agencies in Wshington have not nmaximzed the
opportunities available to receive federal and private funds to augnent
state econom c devel opnent efforts.

The legislature declares that it is the state's policy to maxi m ze
the use of federal and private funds for econom c devel opnent purposes
and to devote state resources to | everage federal and private dollars
to supplenent state econom c devel opnent efforts. In furtherance of
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this policy, it is the purpose of section 2 of this act to authorize
and fund a technical assistance and grant witing program within the
departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.330 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The economc developnent grants program is created in the
departnment to be staffed by at Ileast one grant witer either on
contract or on staff. Programstaff shall:

(1) Regularly review the federal register for opportunities to
apply for grants, research projects, and denonstration projects;

(2) Stay abreast of grant opportunities with private foundations
and busi nesses;

(3) Correspond and neet with federal officials, including those in

the small business admnistration, the departnent of |abor, the
departnment of comerce, and the departnent of health and human
services, as well as foundation and business officials, on the

prospects for obtaining federal and private funds for economc
devel opnent purposes in WAshi ngton state;

(4) Apprise the agency directors and division heads of the
departnment of comunity, trade, and economc developnent, the
enpl oynent security departnent, the departnment of agriculture, the
Washi ngt on technol ogy center, the Washi ngton nmanufacturing service, and
ot her state agencies as appropriate, of the opportunities for federal
and private grant dollars for econom c devel opnent projects;

(5) Assist state agencies in their grant-seeking efforts for
econom ¢ devel opnent projects. Grant witing for and assistance in
grant witing for projects sponsored or cosponsored by state agencies
shall be the highest priority of the program s work;

(6) Wite grant requests to further the state's economc
devel opnent efforts;

(7) Facilitate joint efforts between agencies and between |oca
consortiuns and state agencies that will increase the I|ikelihood of
success in grant seeking; and

(8) Garner the political support necessary fromfederal and state
el ected and appointed officials for success in grant seeking.

~-- END ---
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