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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5360

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Hi gher Education
(originally sponsored by Senators Brandland, Shel don, Fairl ey,
Ber key, Delvin, Benson and Rockefeller)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 21/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to studying performance and funding of running
start students; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature recognizes that students
require a strong foundation of academ c know edge and skills to succeed
in college-level, credit-bearing courses. The intent of the current
educational reformis to provide all students of the state with those
foundational skills essential for success beyond high school
Attai nnment of the certificate of academ c achi evenent is evidence that
students have achieved these foundational, essential skills and, in
conbination with a rigorous course of study throughout their high
school experience, should form that basis of know edge and skills to
best ensure they are prepared for college-level coursework.

(2) The legislature also recognizes that students need a variety of
educational environnments and options to perform to their potential.
The running start program provides just such an environnent for a
segnent of our high school students. The legislature intends to offer
options and opportunity to students to pursue postsecondary educati on.
In preparing all students for success beyond high school, our state's
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school s have been asked to performat |evels previously not expected of
them Particularly, these higher expectations of schools and students
were inplemented after the running start program was created.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Wthin current budgets, the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction, with the assistance of the
state board for comunity and technical colleges and the higher
educati on coordinating board, shall conduct a study of public schoo
student performance on the high school Washington assessnent of student
| earni ng and subsequent performance at institutions of higher education
for students participating in the running start program The study
shal | incl ude:

(a) Correlations between public school students' scores on the high
school Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and placenent tests
used at the state community and technical colleges and the
baccal aureate institutions;

(b) Correlations between public school students' scores on the high
school Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning, placenent tests used
at the state community and technical colleges and the baccal aureate
institutions, and student performance in courses taken under the
runni ng start program

(c) Conpletion rates of courses taken by running start students at
institutions of higher education when students have net the proficiency
standard on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning;

(d) Causes for public school students not conpleting courses under
the running start program and

(e) The current running start funding fornmulas and any
recommendati ons for changes to the distribution of funds between school
districts and institutions of higher education.

(2) The study shall be conpleted by January 15, 2007, and the
results reported to the governor, the state board of education, and the
fiscal and education commttees of the senate and the house of
representatives.

~-- END ---
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