0 N o 01 b~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5426

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senate Conmttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Hi gher Education
(originally sponsored by Senators Carrell, Hargrove, Benson and
Shel don)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to decreasing truancy and dropouts; creating new
sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is a need
to review current laws and rules that govern school attendance
requi renents. The legislature is concerned about the attendance of
youth in the educational system and the inpact truancy and students
droppi ng out of school have on schools and conmuniti es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) To the extent funds are appropriated,
the office of the superintendent of public instruction in conjunction
with the admnistrative office of the courts, shall convene a work
group to evaluate the foll ow ng

(a) Review the inplenmentation of the Becca bill and other schoo
attendance neasures to determne their consistent application across
the state and their confornmance with state | aw,

(b) The definition of excused and unexcused absences;

(c) Creating incentives for school districts to inprove student
attendance; and
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(d) Related data collection requirenents on graduation, dropouts,
i ssues related to student attendance.

student transfer,

gr oups, agenci es,

(c) Teachers;

and ot her
(2) The work group shal

and organi zati ons:
(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction;
(b) The state board of educati on;

(d) School adm nistrators;

(e) School counsel ors;

(f) Truancy officers and truancy board nenbers;

(g) The adm nistrator for the courts;

(h) Court judges;
(1) Prosecuting attorneys;
(j) The office of attorney general;

(k) Institutions of higher education;

(1) Menbers of the legislature; and
(m Oher interested education organi zations and personnel.

(3) The office of

t he superint endent

of

public

i ncl ude representatives of the foll ow ng

i nstructi on shal

report the findings of the work group to the governor, the state board
of education, and the legislature no |later than January 10, 2006.

NEW SECTI1 ON.
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Sec.

3.

This act expires January 31, 2006.

END ---
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