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SENATE BI LL 5435

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kline, Esser, Johnson and McCaslin

Read first time 01/25/2005. Referred to Conmittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to jurisdiction for antiharassnent protection
orders; and anendi ng RCW 10. 14. 150 and 10. 14. 160.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW10.14.150 and 1999 ¢ 170 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The district courts shall have jurisdiction and cogni zance of
any civil actions and proceedi ngs brought under this chapter, except
the district court shall transfer such actions and proceedings to the
superior court when it is shown that the respondent to the petition is
under ei ghteen years of age.

(2) Municipal courts may exercise jurisdiction and cogni zance of
any civil actions and proceedings brought under this chapter by
adoption of local court rule, except the nmunicipal court shall transfer
such actions and proceedings to the superior court when it is shown
that the respondent to the petition is under eighteen years of age.

(3) Superior courts shall have concurrent jurisdiction to receive
transfer of antiharassnent petitions in cases where a district or
muni ci pal court judge nmakes findings of fact and conclusions of |aw
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showi ng that neritorious reasons exist for the transfer. The nunicipa
and district courts shall have jurisdiction and cognizance of any
crimnal actions brought under RCW 10. 14.120 and 10.14. 170.

Sec. 2. RCW10.14.160 and 1992 ¢ 127 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter an action may be brought in:

(1) The judicial district of the county in which the alleged acts
of unlawful harassnent occurred,

(2) The judicial district of the county where any respondent
resides at the tinme the petitionis filed; ((o+))

(3) The judicial district of the county where a respondent my be
served if it is the sane county or judicial district where a respondent
resi des;

(4) The nunicipality in which the alleged acts of unlawful
harassnent occurr ed;

(5) The nmunicipality where any respondent resides at the tine the
petition is filed; or

(6) The nunicipality where a respondent nmay be served if it is the
sane county or judicial district where a respondent resides.

~-- END ---
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