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S-0737. 2

SENATE BI LL 5503

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Carrell, Benton, Schoesler, Zarelli, Pflug, Johnson,
Del vin, Honeyford, Esser, Mrton, Milliken, Deccio and MCaslin

Read first time 01/26/2005. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to restricting the solicitation of noney or
enpl oyment fromthe side of a public highway; anmendi ng RCW 46. 63. 020;
addi ng a new section to chapter 46.61 RCW creating a new section; and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that persons
attenpting to solicit enploynent or contributions fromthe occupants of
nmoving or idle vehicles on public highways is unsafe for both the
person engaging in the solicitation and for traffic in general. The
activity of soliciting enploynent or contributions fromthe occupants
of vehicles distracts drivers fromtheir primary duty to watch traffic
and be alert for potential hazards in the roadway, to observe al
traffic control signals, signs, or warnings, and to be prepared to nove
t hrough intersections. Distracted drivers are nore prone to be
involved in autonobile accidents, and accidents on public highways
constitute a substantial traffic safety problem The cumnul ative i npact
of this type of activity on public highways on a daily basis creates a
potential safety hazard, which poses a significant and substantial risk
to the interest of the public in the free flow of travel.
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Addi tionally, t he activity of soliciting enpl oynent or
contributions from the occupants of vehicles also constitutes an
inpedinent to the normal and safe flow of traffic on our public
hi ghways. The practice of soliciting enploynent or contributions on or
next to a public highway subjects the solicitor and vehicles to an
unaccept abl e | evel of danger by distracting drivers fromtheir primary
duty to watch traffic, results in the delay and obstruction of the
public's free flow of travel, and causes congestion and bl ockage of
public highways and its intersections when such persons approach the
vehicles to negotiate with the occupants.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No person shall stand or sit on a public highway, nor upon any
shoul der or intersection control area of a public highway, for the
pur pose of soliciting enploynment or contributions fromthe occupant of
any vehicle while such vehicle is operating on the respective public
hi ghway, shoul der, or intersection control area.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the followng definitions
appl y:

(a) "Soliciting" neans asking for noney, objects of value, or
enpl oynment, with the intention that the noney or object be transferred
or the enploynment offered at that tine and at that place. "Soliciting"
i ncludes, but is not limted to, using the spoken, witten, or printed
word, bodily gestures, signs, or other nmeans with the purpose of
obtaining an imedi ate donation of noney or other thing of value or
soliciting the sale of goods or services.

(b) "Public highway" neans the entire width between the boundary
lines of every way publicly maintained when any part is open to the use
of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.

(c) "Intersection control area" neans an intersection area,
together with any nodification of the adjacent roadway area as results
fromthe arc of curb corners and together with any marked or unnmarked
crosswal ks adjacent to the intersection.

(3) Aviolation of this section constitutes a m sdeneanor

Sec. 3. RCW 46. 63. 020 and 2004 ¢ 95 s 14 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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Failure to performany act required or the performance of any act
prohibited by this title or an equival ent adm nistrative regul ation or
| ocal |aw, ordinance, regulation, or resolution relating to traffic
i ncludi ng parking, standing, stopping, and pedestrian offenses, is
designated as a traffic infraction and may not be classified as a
crimnal offense, except for an offense contained in the follow ng
provisions of this title or a violation of an equival ent adm nistrative
regul ation or local law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution:

(1) RCW 46.09.120(2) relating to the operation of a nonhi ghway
vehicle while wunder the influence of intoxicating liquor or a
controll ed substance;

(2) RCW46.09.130 relating to operation of nonhi ghway vehi cl es;

(3) RCW 46.10.090(2) relating to the operation of a snownobile
whi l e under the influence of intoxicating |iquor or narcotics or habit-
formng drugs or in a manner endangering the person of another;

(4) RCW46.10.130 relating to the operation of snownobil es;

(5) Chapter 46.12 RCWrelating to certificates of ownership and
regi stration and markings indicating that a vehicle has been destroyed
or declared a total |oss;

(6) RCW 46.16.010 relating to initial registration of notor
vehi cl es;

(7) RCW 46.16.011 relating to permtting unauthorized persons to
drive;

(8) RCW46.16.160 relating to vehicle trip permts;

(9) RCW 46.16.381(2) relating to knowingly providing false
information in conjunction with an application for a special placard or
license plate for disabled persons' parking;

(10) RCW 46.20.005 relating to driving without a valid driver's
license;

(11) RCW 46.20.091 relating to false statenments regarding a
driver's license or instruction permt;

(12) RCW 46.20.0921 relating to the unl awful possession and use of
a driver's license;

(13) RCW 46.20.342 relating to driving wth a suspended or revoked
I icense or status;

(14) RCW 46.20.345 relating to the operation of a notor vehicle
with a suspended or revoked |icense;
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(15) RCW 46.20.410 relating to the violation of restrictions of an
occupational or tenporary restricted driver's |icense;

(16) RCW46.20.740 relating to operation of a notor vehicle w thout
an ignition interlock device in violation of a license notation that
the device is required,

(17) RCW 46.20.750 relating to assisting another person to start a
vehi cl e equi pped with an ignition interlock device;

(18) RCW 46.25.170 relating to commercial driver's |icenses;

(19) Chapter 46.29 RCWrelating to financial responsibility;

(20) RCW 46.30.040 relating to providing false evidence of
financial responsibility;

(21) RCW 46.37.435 relating to wongful installation of
sunscreening materi al ;

(22) RCW 46.37.650 relating to the sale, resale, distribution, or
installation of a previously deployed air bag;

(23) RCW 46.44.180 relating to operation of nobile honme pil ot
vehi cl es;

(24) RCW 46.48.175 relating to the transportation of dangerous
articl es;

(25) RCW 46.52.010 relating to duty on striking an unattended car
or other property;

(26) RCW 46.52.020 relating to duty in case of injury to or death
of a person or damage to an attended vehicle;

(27) RCW 46.52.090 relating to reports by repairnen, storagenen,
and appr ai sers;

(28) RCW 46.52.130 relating to confidentiality of the driving
record to be furnished to an insurance conpany, an enployer, and an
al cohol / drug assessnent or treatnent agency;

(29) RCW 46.55.020 relating to engaging in the activities of a
regi stered tow truck operator without a registration certificate;

(30) RCW 46.55.035 relating to prohibited practices by tow truck
oper at ors;

(31) RCW 46.61.015 relating to obedience to police officers,
flaggers, or fire fighters;

(32) RCW 46.61.020 relating to refusal to give information to or
cooperate with an officer;

(33) RCW 46.61.022 relating to failure to stop and give
identification to an officer;
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(34) RCW46.61.024 relating to attenpting to elude pursuing police
vehi cl es;

(35) RCW46.61.500 relating to reckless driving;

(36) RCW 46.61.502 and 46.61.504 relating to persons under the
i nfl uence of intoxicating |liquor or drugs;

(37) RCW 46.61.503 relating to a person under age twenty-one
driving a notor vehicle after consum ng al cohol;

(38) RCW46.61.520 relating to vehicular hom cide by notor vehicle;

(39) RCW46.61.522 relating to vehicul ar assault;

(40) RCW 46.61.5249 relating to first degree negligent driving;

(41) RCW 46.61.527(4) relating to reckl ess endangernent of roadway
wor ker s;

(42) RCW 46.61.530 relating to racing of vehicles on hi ghways;

(43) RCW 46.61.685 relating to leaving children in an unattended
vehicle with the notor running;

(44) RCW 46.61.740 relating to theft of notor vehicle fuel;

(45) Section 2 of this act relating to panhandling;

(46) RCW 46.64.010 relating to unlawful cancellation of or attenpt
to cancel a traffic citation;

((£46))) (47) RCW 46.64.048 relating to attenpting, aiding,
abetting, coercing, and conmtting crines;

((4B)) (48) Chapter 46.65 RCW relating to habitual traffic
of f enders;

((648))) (49) RCW 46.68.010 relating to false statenents nade to
obtain a refund,

((49Y)) (50) Chapter 46.70 RCWrelating to unfair notor vehicle
busi ness practices, except where that chapter provides for the
assessnent of nonetary penalties of a civil nature;

((658))) (51) Chapter 46.72 RCWrelating to the transportation of
passengers in for hire vehicles;

((65)) (52) RCW 46.72A.060 relating to linousine «carrier
I nsur ance;

((52)) (53) RCW46. 72A.070 relating to operation of a |inousine
wi thout a vehicle certificate;

((653))) (54) RCW 46.72A.080 relating to false advertising by a
[ i mousi ne carrier;

((654))) (55) Chapter 46.80 RCWrelating to notor vehicle weckers;
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((655))) (56) Chapter 46.82 RCW relating to driver's training
school s;

((656))) (57) RCW46.87.260 relating to alteration or forgery of a
cab card, letter of authority, or other tenporary authority issued
under chapter 46.87 RCW

((65H)) (58) RCW 46.87.290 relating to operation of an
unregi stered or unlicensed vehicle under chapter 46.87 RCW

~-- END ---
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