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SENATE BI LL 5596

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Finkbeiner, Johnson and Cke

Read first time 01/28/2005. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to presidential electors; and adding a new section
to chapter 29A. 56 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 56 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds:

(a) The right to vote for president of the United States is a
fundanental right and each person's vote is entitled to equal dignity
and shoul d count equally; and

(b) The will of the Washington el ectorate woul d be best reflected
by the popul ar proportional all ocation of el ect or al col | ege
representatives, based on the nunber of ballots cast for the respective
presidential tickets in Washi ngton.

(2) The total nunber of electoral votes to which Washington is
entitled shall be divided anong the presidential tickets on the general
el ection ballot, based upon the popul ar proportional share of the total
statewide ballots cast for each presidential ticket, subject to
subsections (3) and (4) of this section. Each presidential elector
shall vote for the presidential candidate and, by separate ball ot,
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vi ce-presidential candidate on the presidential ticket of the political
party or political organization that nomnated that presidential
el ector.

(3) The allocation of a presidential ticket's popular proportion of
this state's electoral votes shall be in whole nunbers and shall be
made in the foll ow ng manner:

(a) The total nunber of ballots cast in this state for each
presidential ticket at a general election shall be divided by the total
nunber of ballots cast for all presidential tickets that receive votes
at that general election; and

(b) The proportion of a presidential ticket's popular vote, as
determined in (a) of this subsection, shall be nultiplied by the nunber
of electoral votes to which Washington is entitl ed.

(4) The nunber of electoral votes that is attributable to the
ball ots cast for any presidential ticket, as determ ned in subsection
(3) of this section, shall be rounded to the nearest whole nunber,
subject to the followng limtations:

(a) No presidential ticket nmay receive any electoral votes from
Washington if its proportion of the total ballots cast for al
presidential tickets would reflect less than a full electoral vote
after rounding to the nearest whol e nunber;

(b) If the sum of electoral votes allocated under (a) of this
subsection is greater than the nunber of electoral votes to which
Washington is entitled:

(1) The allocation of electoral votes to the presidential ticket
receiving at |east one electoral vote and the fewest nunber of ballots
cast shall be reduced by whole el ectoral votes until only that nunber
of electoral votes to which Washington is entitled have been all ocat ed,;
and

(i1) The process in (b)(i) of this subsection shall be repeated if,
after the reduction of electoral votes in (b)(i) of this subsection,
the total nunber of electoral votes allocated to all presidential
tickets remains greater than the total nunber of electoral votes to
whi ch Washington is entitled, and this process shall be applied to the
presidential ticket receiving at | east one electoral vote and the next
fewest nunber of ballots cast until the total nunber of electoral votes
allocated to all presidential tickets is equal to the nunber of
el ectoral votes to which Washington is entitled;
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(c) If the sumof all electoral votes allocated would be | ess than
the nunber of electoral votes to which Washington is entitled, the
presidential ticket receiving the greatest nunber of ballots cast shall
receive any unallocated electoral votes until all of the electoral
votes to which Washington is entitled have been all ocat ed.

(5) The secretary of state shall adopt rules to apportion the votes
of the presidential electors under this section.

~-- END ---
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