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S-0590.1

SENATE BI LL 5711

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hewitt, Honeyford, MCaslin, Delvin and Milliken

Read first time 02/03/2005. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Rel ating to prohibiting | abor organi zations from using union
dues for political purposes; anending RCW 42.17.680; adding a new
section to chapter 42.17 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.680 and 2002 ¢ 156 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No enployer or |abor organization may increase the salary of an
of ficer or enployee, or give an enolunent to an officer, enployee, or
ot her person or entity, with the intention that the increase in salary,
or the enolunent, or a part of it, be contributed or spent to support
or oppose a candidate, state official against whomrecall charges have
been filed, political party, or political commttee.

(2) No enployer or |abor organization may discrim nate agai nst an
officer or enployee in the terns or conditions of enploynent for (a)
the failure to contribute to, (b) the failure in any way to support or
oppose, or (c) in any way supporting or opposing a candidate, ball ot
proposition, political party, or political commttee. At | east
annual ly, an enployee from whom wages or salary are w thheld under
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subsection (3) of this section shall be notified of the provisions of
t his subsecti on.

(3) No enployer, labor organization, or other person or entity
responsible for the disbursenent of funds in paynent of wages or
salaries may withhold or divert a portion of an enployee's wages or
salaries for contributions to political commttees or for use as
political contributions or for paynent to a third party for such
contribution or use except upon the witten request of the enployee.
The request nust be nade on a form prescribed by the conm ssion
inform ng the enployee of the prohibition against enployer and |abor
organi zation discrimnation described in subsection (2) of this
section. The enployee may revoke the request at any tinme. At |east
annual Iy, the enployee shall be notified about the right to revoke the
request.

(4) Each person or entity who wthholds contributions under
subsection (3) of this section shall mintain open for public
i nspection for a period of no less than three years, during nornal
busi ness hours, docunents and books of accounts that shall include a
copy of each enployee's request, the anobunts and dates funds were
actually w thheld, and the ampbunts and dates funds were transferred to
a political commttee. Copies of such information shall be delivered
to the comm ssion upon request.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A labor organization that is an exclusive bargaining
representative of a bargaining unit of enpl oyees covered under chapter
28B. 52 RCW chapter 41.56 RCW chapter 41.59 RCW chapter 41.76 RCW
chapter 41.80 RCW or chapter 47.64 RCW receiving dues deducted
pursuant to an agency shop or other union security provision in the
col l ective bargai ni ng agreenent covering those enpl oyees, nust deposit
all funds received in one or nore identifiable deposit accounts
mai ntained as required in subsection (4) of this section. No funds
fromany other source may be deposited in the account. Funds fromthis
account may be expended for any | awful purpose, but may not be expended
to make contributions to political commttees or for use as political
contributions, or to operate a political conmttee or conduct
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grassroots activities beyond comunicating to its own nenbership,
except on the witten request of the enployee as provided in RCW
42.17. 680.

(2) Al expenditures for political activities by a |abor or
enpl oyee organi zation subject to this section nust be drawn from a
deposit account designated as a political activity account and
mai nt ai ned as required under subsection (4) of this section.

(3) A labor or enployee organization shall nmaintain conplete
records of:

(a) Al funds deposited into a deposit account subject to this
section and provide the public disclosure comm ssion an annual item zed
report of all incone to the accounts. The report nust contain, at a
m ni mum the nanme of each person or entity from whom funds have been
received into the account and each enpl oyee whose wages or sal ary was
subj ect to deduction as part of the funds received; and

(b) Expenditures fromthe deposit accounts subject to this section
and provide the public disclosure commssion with an annual report
detailing all expendi t ures. Expenditure itens should contain
sufficient detail to identify the purpose and recipient of each
expendi t ure.

(4) Each deposit account subject to this section nust be a deposit
account in a financial institution authorized by federal or state |aw
to do business in Washi ngton.

(5) A labor organization or enployee organization nust notify
bargai ning unit enployees of the intended use of funds expended from
deposit accounts subject to this section.

(6) A person or entity who violates any provision of this section
is liable to the person from whose wages or salary the funds were
deducted for three tines the anmount deducted or one thousand dollars,
whi chever is greater, and for costs and such reasonabl e attorneys' fees
as may be allowed by the court.

--- END ---
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