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SENATE BI LL 5758

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Decci o, Kastama, Kohl-Welles and Rasnussen

Read first time 02/04/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to the personal needs allowance for nursing
facility residents; adding a new section to chapter 74.09 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the quality
of life and the dignity of individuals to maintain as nuch persona
autonony as possible, during the tinme that they are residents of
nursing facilities, require that they retain for their own use a
personal needs allowance which may be used to purchase clothing and
ot her personal itens.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to establish a m ninmm
| evel for the personal needs all owance and to allow the departnent of
social and health services, by rule, to adjust this anmount in the
future to reflect the increasing costs of these personal expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The personal needs allowance for residents of nursing facilities
shall be an anmount not less than fifty-eight dollars and eighty-four
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cents per nonth, but not nore than the maxi num anmount allowed under the
federal social security act. The departnment, by rule, may fromtine to
time increase this amunt wthin funds nade available by the
| egislature for this purpose.

~-- END ---
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