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S-1203. 2

SENATE BI LL 5787

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Swecker, Kastama, Jacobsen, Cke and Shel don

Read first time 02/07/2005. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Ocean & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to marine fin fish aquaculture projects; creating
new sections; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Marine fin fish aquaculture prograns have
raised fish in state waters for over thirty years and continue to
provide an economc benefit to the state. The state's fin fish
aquacul ture sites produce upwards of twelve mllion pounds of farned
fish annually, worth approximately forty mllion dollars. According to
a national atnospheric and oceanic adm ni stration sponsored mariculture
study and a departnment of natural resources fin fish aquacul ture study,
the Strait of Juan de Fuca is a potential site for significant fin fish
aquacul ture activities. These studies, as well as the federal effluent
[imtations guidelines, provide information and standards that can
assist in the devel opnent of a streamined permtting process for fin
fish aquaculture activities in the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

The health and safety of the citizens, natural resources, and
environment of Washington state are vital interests that nust be
protected to preserve the state's quality of life. Currently, however,
fin fish aquaculture projects require businesses and governnental

p. 1 SB 5787



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e T
w N R O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

entities to process multiple permts. The existence of nultiple
permts and permtting agencies creates the potential for conflict,
overlap, and duplication anong the various state, l|ocal, and federa
permtting and admnistrative appeals processes for fin fish
aquacul ture activities. Additionally, a lack of coordination in the
processing of permt applications and adm nistrative appeal s may cause
costly delays to applicants.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to streamine the
permtting and admnistrative appeals processes for fin fish
aquaculture projects in the Strait of Juan de Fuca by requiring
permtting agencies to coordinate and develop a nultiagency
programmatic permtting process and a consolidated admnistrative
appeal s process.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The fin fish aquaculture progranmmatic
permtting work group is created in the office of regul atory assistance
to streamline the permtting and adm ni strative appeals processes for
fin fish agquaculture projects in the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

(2) The director of the office of financial mnmanagenent shal
designate an enployee of the office of regulatory assistance to
coordinate the activities of the work group. The coordi nator nust have
experience working with federal, state, and |ocal agencies on permt
streanl i ni ng projects.

(3) The work group consists of one nenber designhated by the
director of the departnent of fish and wildlife, one nmenber designated
by the director of the departnent of ecol ogy, and one nenber desi gnated
by the conm ssioner of public |ands. The work group shall invite
representatives fromthe follow ng groups to participate as nenbers:

(a) One representative each fromthe county governnents of C allam
and Jefferson counties;

(b) One representative each fromthe United States Arny Corps of
Engi neers and the United States Coast Cuard; and

(c) Two representatives of the fin fish aquaculture industry.

(4) Each nmenber designated to the work group, or invited to serve
as a nenber, nust have know edge and experience with federal, state, or
| ocal permtting processes.

(5) The office of regulatory assistance shall provide staff to the
comm ttee.
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(6) Menbers of the work group shall be reinbursed for travel
expenses under RCW 43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.
(7) The work group shall convene by June 1, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The work group created in section 2 of

this act shall develop and inplenment a nultiagency programmatic
approach to the permtting of fin fish aquaculture prograns in the
Strait of Juan de Fuca. The work group shall also develop and

inplement a consolidated adm nistrative appeals process for these
mul ti agency progranmatic permts.

(2) The work group shall develop these permtting and
adm ni strative appeal s processes by:

(a) Identifying federal, state, and | ocal agencies responsible for
permtting fin fish aquaculture program activities in the Strait of
Juan de Fuca and analyzing the permtting and adm nistrative appeals
processes used by those agenci es;

(b) ldentifying existing federal, state, and |ocal environnenta
and ot her standards for fin fish aquaculture programactivities in the
Strait of Juan de Fuca and analyzing the application of those
st andar ds;

(c) ldentifying substantive and procedural duplications in the
permtting and admnistrative appeals processes for fin fish
aquacul ture program activities in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and
anal yzing options for resolving those duplications;

(d) Identifying opportunities for del egation of federal and | ocal
permtting authority to state agencies and exploring those
possibilities with federal and | ocal agencies; and

(e) Enploying environnmental standards and best nanagenent practices
that may be applied wth certainty, consistency, and the assurance of
swift permt action.

(3) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Best nmanagenent practices" nmeans currently available and
generally accepted techniques, including new technologies or
strategies, that seek to reduce the negative inpacts of fin fish
aquacul ture projects and pronote nore efficient and effective use of
fin fish aquaculture facilities.

(b) "Programmatic approach” nmeans a permt or other action that
covers a geographic or statewde area and applies to a variety of
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projects, activities, or |ocales. A programmatic approach may all ow
actions to proceed wi thout individual approval by each permt deci sion-
maki ng agency.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The work group created in section 2 of this
act shall provide a report to the legislature by Decenber 31, 2005
The report nust i ncl ude:

(1) A summary of the process the work group used to develop the
mul tiagency progranmatic approach to the permtting of fin fish
aquacul ture prograns in the Strait of Juan de Fuca;

(2) The multiagency progranmatic permtting process devel oped by
the work group;

(3) A summary of the process the work group used to develop the
consol i dated adm nistrative appeals process for fin fish aquaculture
prograns in the Strait of Juan de Fuca;

(4) The consolidated adm nistrative appeals process devel oped by
the work group;

(5) A summary of the process the work group used to inplenent the
permtting and adm ni strative appeal s processes devel oped,

(6) If the permtting and admnistrative appeals processes
devel oped are not vyet inplenented, an explanation of the factors
preventing inplenentation; and

(7) If the permtting and admnistrative appeals processes
devel oped are not yet inplenented, recomendations for any | egislation
necessary for inplenentation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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