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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5822

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Haugen, Swecker, Poul sen, Kastama, Spanel, Schm dt, Berkey,
Schoesler, Hewtt, Esser, Milliken and Jacobsen)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to notorist information sign panels; anmendi ng RCW
47.36. 310; reenacting and anending RCW 47.36.320; and repealing RCW
47. 36. 325.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW47.36.310 and 1999 ¢ 201 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent is authorized to erect and maintain notorist
information sign panels within the right of way of the interstate
hi ghway systemto give the traveling public specific information as to
gas, food, |odging, canping, or tourist-oriented business avail able on
a crossroad at or near an interchange. Motorist information sign
panel s shall include the words "GAS," "FOOD," "LODA NG " "CAMPI NG " or
"TOURI ST ACTIMITIES" and directional information and may contain one or
nore individual business signs maintained on the panel. Mot or i st
i nformation sign panels are authorized within the corporate limts of
cities and towns and areas zoned for commercial or industrial uses at
| ocations where there is adequate distance between interchanges to
ensure conpliance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
The erection and mai ntenance of notorist information sign panels shal
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al so conformto the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and rul es
adopted by the state departnent of transportation. A notorist service
or tourist-oriented business |located within one mle of an interstate
hi ghway shall not be permtted to display its nane, brand, or trademark
on a notorist information sign panel unless its owner has first entered
into an agreenment with the departnent |limting the height of its on-
prem se signs at the site of its service installation to not nore than
fifteen feet higher than the roof of its main building neasured to the
bottom of the on-prem se sign. The restriction for on-prem se signs
does not apply if the sign is not visible from the highway. The
departnent may, on a case-by-case basis, waive the height restriction
when an on-premise sign is visible fromthe rural interstate system
The departnent shall charge reasonable fees for the display of
i ndi vi dual business signs to defray the costs of their installation and
mai nt enance, and ((#eay)) shall charge reasonable fees to recover costs
for the erection and maintenance of the notorist information sign
panel s.

Sec. 2. RCWA47.36.320 and 1999 c¢ 213 s 1 and 1999 ¢ 201 s 4 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

The departnent is authorized to erect and maintain notorist
information sign panels within the right of way of noninterstate
hi ghways to give the traveling public specific information as to gas,
food, |odging, recreation, or tourist-oriented busi nesses accessible by
way of hi ghways intersecting the noninterstate hi ghway. The notori st
information sign panels are permtted only at locations within the
corporate limts of cities and towns and areas zoned for commercial or
i ndustrial uses where there is adequate di stance between interchanges
to ensure conpliance with the Mnual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devi ces. Motorist information sign panels shall include the words
"GAS," "FOOD," "LODGA NG " "RECREATION," or "TOURI ST ACTIVITIES" and
directional information and may contain one or nore individual business
signs maintained on the panel. The erection and nmaintenance of
nmotorist information sign panels along noninterstate highways shal
al so conformto the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and rul es
adopted by the state departnment of transportation. A notorist service
or tourist-oriented business |located wwthin one mle of a noninterstate
hi ghway shall not be permtted to display its nane, brand, or trademark
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on a notorist information sign panel unless its owner has first entered
into an agreenment with the departnent |limting the height of its on-
prem se signs at the site of its service installation to not nore than
fifteen feet higher than the roof of its main building neasured to the
bottom of the on-prem se sign

The departnent shall adopt rules for the erection and nai ntenance
of tourist-oriented directional signs with the follow ng restrictions:

(1) Where installed, they shall be placed in advance of the "GAS,"
"FOOD," "LODA NG " or "RECREATION' notorist information sign panels
previously described in this section;

(2) Signs shall not be placed to direct a notorist to an activity
visible fromthe main travel ed roadway;

(3) Premses on which the qualified tourist-oriented business is
| ocated must be within fifteen mles of the state highway except as
provided in RCW 47.36.330(3) (b) and (c), and necessary suppl enenta
signing on |local roads nust be provided before the installation of the
signs on the state highway.

The departnent shall charge reasonable fees for the display of
i ndi vi dual business signs to defray the costs of their installation and
mai nt enance, and ((#&y)) shall charge reasonable fees for the erection
and mai nt enance of the notorist information sign panels.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. RCW47.36.325 (Mdtorist information signs--
Private contractors) and 2002 ¢ 321 s 1 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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