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S-0570.9

SENATE BI LL 5860

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Haugen, Swecker and Kohl -Wel |l es

Read first tinme 02/10/2005. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to vehicle licensing fees; anmendi ng RCW 46. 01. 140,
46. 16. 085, 46. 16. 135, 46.68. 030, and 46. 68. 035; reenacti ng and anendi ng
RCW 46. 16. 0621 and 46. 16. 070; creating a new section; and repealing RCW
46. 16. 071.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.01.140 and 2003 ¢ 370 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The county auditor, if appointed by the director of I|icensing
shall carry out the provisions of this title relating to the |icensing
of vehicles and the issuance of vehicle |license nunber plates under the
direction and supervision of the director and nay with the approval of
the director appoint assistants as special deputies and reconmend
subagents to accept applications and collect fees for vehicle |icenses
and transfers and to deliver vehicle |icense nunber plates.

(2) A county auditor appointed by the director nmay request that the
di rector appoi nt subagencies within the county.

(a) Upon authorization of the director, the auditor shall use an
open conpetitive process including, but not |imted to, a witten
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busi ness proposal and oral interviewto determ ne the qualifications of
all interested applicants.

(b) A subagent may recommend a successor who is either the
subagent's sibling, spouse, or child, or a subagency enpl oyee, as |ong
as the recomended successor participates in the open, conpetitive

process wused to select an applicant. In making successor
recommendat i on and appoi nt ment determ nations, the foll owm ng provisions
appl y:

(i) If a subagency is held by a partnership or corporate entity,
the nom nation nust be submtted on behalf of, and agreed to by, al
partners or corporate officers.

(i1) No subagent may receive any direct or indirect conpensation or
remuneration from any party or entity in recognition of a successor
nom nation. A subagent may not receive any financial benefit fromthe
transfer or term nation of an appointnent.

(ii1) (a) and (b) of this subsection are intended to assist in the
efficient transfer of appointnents in order to mnimze public
i nconveni ence. They do not create a proprietary or property interest
in the appoi ntnent.

(c) The auditor shall submt all proposals to the director, and
shall recommend the appointnent of one or nore subagents who have
applied through the open conpetitive process. The auditor shall
include in his or her recommendation to the director, not only the nane
of the successor who is a relative or enployee, if applicable and if
otherwi se qualified, but also the nane of one other applicant who is
qualified and was chosen through the open conpetitive process. The
director has final appointnment authority.

(3)(a) A county auditor who is appointed as an agent by the
departnment shall enter into a standard contract provided by the
director, developed with the advice of the title and registration
advi sory conm ttee.

(b) A subagent appoi nted under subsection (2) of this section shal
enter into a standard contract with the county auditor, devel oped with
the advice of the title and registration advisory conmttee. The
director shall provide the standard contract to county auditors.

(c) The contracts provided for in (a) and (b) of this subsection
must contain at a m ni num provi sions that:
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(1) Describe the responsibilities, and where applicable, the
ltability, of each party relating to the service expectations and
| evel s, equipnment to be supplied by the departnent, and equipnent
mai nt enance;

(11) Require the specific type of insurance or bonds so that the
state is protected against any loss of collected notor vehicle tax
revenues or |oss of equipnent;

(iii) Specify the anmount of training that will be provided by the
state, the county auditor, or subagents;

(tv) Describe allowable costs that may be charged to vehicle
licensing activities as provided for in (d) of this subsection;

(v) Describe the causes and procedures for termnation of the
contract, which may include nediation and binding arbitration.

(d) The departnent shall devel op procedures that wll standardi ze
and prescribe allowabl e costs that nmay be assigned to vehicle |icensing
and vessel registration and title activities performed by county
audi t ors.

(e) The contracts may include any provision that the director deens
necessary to ensure acceptable service and the full collection of
vehi cl e and vessel tax revenues.

(f) The director may waive any provisions of the contract deened
necessary in order to ensure that readily accessible service is
provided to the citizens of the state.

(4)(a) At any tinme any application is nmade to the director, the
county auditor, or other agent pursuant to any law dealing wth
licenses, registration, or the right to operate any vehicle or vessel
upon the public highways or waters of this state, ((exeluding

the applicant shall pay to the director, county auditor, or other agent
a fee of three dollars for each application in addition to any other
fees required by | aw

(b) Counties that do not cover the expenses of vehicle licensing
and vessel registration and title activities my submt to the
departnent a request for cost-coverage noneys. The request nust be
submtted on a form devel oped by the departnent. The departnent shal
devel op procedures to verify whether a request is reasonable. Paynent
shall be nmade on requests found to be allowable from the |icensing
servi ces account.
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(c) Applicants for certificates of ownership, including applicants
paying fees under RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.085, shall pay to the
director, county auditor, or other agent a fee of four dollars in
addition to any other fees required by |aw

(d) The fees under (a) and (c) of this subsection, if paid to the
county auditor as agent of the director, or if paid to a subagent of
the county auditor, shall be paid to the county treasurer in the sane
manner as other fees collected by the county auditor and credited to
the county current expense fund. |If the fee is paid to another agent
of the director, the fee shall be used by the agent to defray his or
her expenses in handling the application.

(e) Applicants required to pay the three-dollar fee established
under (a) of this subsection, except those applicants required to be
licensed under RCW 46.16.070 and 46.16.085, nust pay an additional
seventy-five cents, which nust be collected and remtted to the state
treasurer and distributed as follows:

(i) Fifty cents nust be deposited into the departnent of |icensing
servi ces account of the notor vehicle fund and nust be used for agent
and subagent support, which is to include but not be limted to the
repl acenment of departnent-owned equi pnment in the possession of agents
and subagents.

(1i) Twenty-five cents nust be deposited into the license plate
t echnol ogy account created under RCW 46. 16. 685.

(5) A subagent shall collect a service fee of (a) eight dollars and
fifty cents for changes in a certificate of ownership, wth or wthout
registration renewal, or verification of record and preparation of an
affidavit of lost title other than at the tinme of the title application
or transfer and (b) three dollars and fifty cents for registration
renewal only, issuing a transit permt, or any other service under this
section.

(6) If the fee is collected by the state patrol as agent for the

director, the fee so collected shall be certified to the state
treasurer and deposited to the credit of the state patrol highway
account. If the fee is collected by the departnent of transportation

as agent for the director, the fee shall be certified to the state
treasurer and deposited to the credit of the nmotor vehicle fund. Al
such fees collected by the director or branches of his office shall be
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certified to the state treasurer and deposited to the credit of the
hi ghway safety fund.

(7) Any county revenues that exceed the cost of providing vehicle
licensing and vessel registration and title activities in a county,
calculated in accordance wth the procedures in subsection (3)(d) of
this section, shall be expended as determ ned by the county | egislative
authority during the process established by |aw for adoption of county
budget s.

(8) The director may adopt rules to inplenment this section.

Sec. 2. RCW 46. 16. 0621 and 2003 ¢ 1 s 2 and 2002 ¢ 352 s 7 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(( tB—bieense—tab—ftees—are—regutred—to—be—$30—per—year—ftor—nptor

seet+on—)) (1) The annual vehicle licensing fee for notor vehicles and

trailers, except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, shal
be based on the scale weight set forth in schedule B provided in RCW

46.16. 070. The departnent shall rely on the vehicle enpty scale
wei ghts as provided by vehicle nanufacturers, or other sources defined
by the departnent, to determine the weight of each vehicle. The

departnent shall adopt rules for determning weight for vehicles
wi t hout manufacturer enpty scale weights.

(2) Wien the scale weight of a notor hone is 6,667 pounds or
greater, the scale weight shall be nultiplied by one hundred fifty
percent to determine the annual vehicle licensing fee.

(3) If the resultant weight according to this sectionis not |isted
in RCW 46.16.070, it shall be increased to the next higher weight
pursuant to chapter 46.44 RCW

(4) Trailers licensed under RCW 46.16.068 or 46.16.085 are not
required to pay annual fees under this section. Private use trailers
of two thousand pounds scale weight or less are subject to a vehicle
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licensing fee of fifteen dollars. This fee shall not apply to trailers
held for rental to the public or used in any commercial or business
endeavor.

(5) Proceeds fromthe fees collected under this section shall be
distributed in accordance with RCW 46. 68. 035.

Sec. 3. RCW46.16.070 and 2003 ¢ 361 s 201 and 2003 ¢ 1 s 3 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) In lieu of all other vehicle Ilicensing fees, unless
specifically exenpt, and in addition to the m| eage fees prescribed for
buses and stages in RCW 46.16.125, there shall be paid and collected
annually for each truck, notor truck, truck tractor, road tractor,
tractor, bus, auto stage, or for hire vehicle with seating capacity of
nore than six, based upon the declared conbined gross weight or
decl ared gross wei ght under chapter 46.44 RCW the follow ng |icensing

fees by ((sueh—groess)) weight:

((oEcLARED-GROSS)) WEIGHT SCHEDULE A SCHEDULE B
4,0001Ibs............... $ 30.00......... $ 30.00
6,0001bs. .............. $ ((3660)......... $ ((36:60)

40.00 40.00

8,0001bs............... $ ((3660)......... $ ((36:60)
50.00 50.00

10,0001bs. .. ..ot $ 62.00......... $ 62.00
12,0001bs. . ...t $ 79.00......... $ 79.00
14,0001bs. . ........... .. $ 90.00......... $ 90.00
16,0001bs. . ............. $ 10200......... $  102.00
18,0001Ibs. .............. $ 154.00......... $ 154.00
20,0001bs............... $ 171.00......... $ 171.00
22,0001bs. . ... $ 18500......... $ 185.00
24,0001bs. . .........o.n $ 20000......... $  200.00
26,0001bs............... $ 21100......... $ 21100
28,0001bs............... $ 249.00......... $  249.00
30,0001bs. . ............. $ 287.00......... $  287.00
32,0001bs...........o.n $ 346.00......... $  346.00
34,0001bs. . ...t $ 36800......... $  368.00
36,0001bs............... $ 399.00......... $  399.00
38,0001bs. .............. $ 43800......... $  438.00
40,0001bs...........vnt $ 501.00......... $  501.00
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42,0001bs............... $ 521.00......... $ 611.00

44,0001bs............... $ 53200......... $ 622.00
46,0001bs............... $ 57200......... $  662.00
48,0001bs............... $ 59.00......... $  686.00
50,0001bs............... $ 647.00......... $ 737.00
52,0001bs............... $ 680.00......... $  770.00
54,0001bs............... $ 734.00......... $  824.00
56,0001bs............... $ 77500......... $ 865.00
58,0001bs............... $ 806.00......... $  896.00
60,0001bs............... $ 859.00......... $  949.00
62,0001bs............... $ 921.00......... $ 1,011.00
64,0001bs............... $ 941.00......... $ 1,031.00
66,0001bs............... $ 1,048.00......... $ 1,138.00
68,0001bs............... $ 1,09300......... $ 1,183.00
70,0001bs. ...l $ 1177.00......... $ 1,267.00
72,0001bs............... $ 1259.00......... $ 1,349.00
74,0001bs............... $ 1,368.00......... $ 1,458.00
76,0001bs............... $ 147800......... $ 1,568.00
78,0001bs............... $ 1614.00......... $ 1,704.00
80,0001bs............... $ 1,74200......... $ 1,832.00
82,0001bs............... $ 1,863.00......... $ 1,953.00
84,0001bs............... $ 198300......... $ 2,073.00
86,0001bs............... $ 2104.00......... $ 2,194.00
88,0001bs............... $ 222500......... $ 2,315.00
90,0001bs. .............. $ 2346.00......... $ 2,436.00
92,0001bs. .............. $ 2466.00......... $ 2,556.00
94,0001bs............... $ 2587.00......... $ 2,677.00
96,0001bs............... $ 270800......... $ 2,798.00
98,0001bs. .............. $ 2,829.00......... $ 2,919.00
100,0001bs. . ............. $ 2949.00......... $ 3,039.00
102,0001bs............... $ 3070.00......... $ 3,160.00
104,0001bs. .............. $ 3191.00......... $ 3,281.00
1055001bs. . .......o.ott s $ 331200......... $ 3,402.00

Schedule A |ess tw dollars applies to vehicles either used
exclusively for hauling logs or that do not towtrailers. Schedule B
less two dollars applies to vehicles that tow trailers and are not
covered under Schedul e A

Every truck, nmotor truck, truck tractor, and tractor exceeding
6, 000 pounds enpty scal e wei ght regi stered under chapter 46.16, 46.87,
or 46.88 RCW shall be licensed for not |ess than one hundred fifty
percent of its enpty weight unless the amount woul d be in excess of the
legal limts prescribed for such a vehicle in RCW 46.44.041 or
46.44.042, in which event the vehicle shall be licensed for the maxi mum
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wei ght authorized for such a vehicle or unless the vehicle is used only
for the purpose of transporting any well drilling machine, air
conpressor, rock crusher, conveyor, hoist, donkey engi ne, cook house,
t ool house, bunk house, or simlar machine or structure attached to or
made a part of such vehicle.

The follow ng provisions apply when increasing gross or conbined
gross weight for a vehicle licensed under this section:

(a) The new license fee will be one-twelfth of the fee |listed above
for the new gross weight, nultiplied by the nunber of nonths remaining
in the period for which licensing fees have been paid, including the
month in which the new gross weight is effective.

(b) Upon surrender of the current certificate of registration or
cab card, the new licensing fees due shall be reduced by the amount of
the licensing fees previously paid for the sanme period for which new
fees are bei ng charged.

(2) The proceeds fromthe fees collected under subsection (1) of
this section shall be distributed in accordance with RCW 46. 68. 035.

Sec. 4. RCW46.16.085 and 1991 ¢ 163 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

In lieu of all other licensing fees, an annual |icense fee of
((+hirty—stx)) thirty-four dollars shall be collected in addition to
the excise tax prescribed in chapter 82.44 RCWfor: (1) Each trailer
and semtrailer ((not—subfecttothe Hecensetee underROAN 46160650+
the—ecapacity fees—under RON46-16-080)); (2) every pole trailer. The

proceeds from this fee shall be distributed in accordance with RCW
46. 68. 035. This section does not pertain to travel trailers or
personal use trailers that are not used for commercial purposes or
owned by commercial enterprises.

Sec. 5. RCW46.16.135 and 1986 ¢ 18 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

The annual vehicle licensing fees as provided in RCW46. 16. 070 for
any notor vehicle or conbination of vehicles, except notor hones,
having a decl ared gross wei ght in excess of twelve thousand pounds nmay
be paid for any full registration nonth or nonths at one-twelfth of the
usual annual fee plus two dollars, this sumto be nmultiplied by the
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nunmber of full nonths for which the fees are paid if for less than a
full year. An additional fee of two dollars shall be collected each
tinme a license fee is paid.

Qperation of a vehicle licensed under the provisions of this
section by any person upon the public highways after the expiration of
the nmonthly license is a traffic infraction, and in addition the person
shall be required to pay a license fee for the vehicle involved
covering an entire registration year's operation, less the fees for any
registration nonth or nonths of the registration year already paid
If, within five days, no license fee for a full registration year has
been paid as required aforesaid, the Washington state patrol, county
sheriff, or city police shall inmpound such vehicle in such manner as
may be directed for such cases by the chief of the Washington state
patrol, until such requirenment is net.

Sec. 6. RCW46.68.030 and 2002 ¢ 352 s 22 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except ((#e#—p#eeeeds—#%en+#ees—#e%—veh+e#e—++eeﬂs+ﬂg—#e+—veh+e#es
; . 16. ) as otherw se
provided for in chapter 46.16 RCM/ all fees received by the director
for vehicle |icenses under the provisions of chapter 46.16 RCWshall be
forwarded to the state treasurer, acconpani ed by a proper identifying
detailed report, and be deposited to the credit of the notor vehicle

( { Fonrd——except—that—the—proceeds—Hom—the—vehicle—Hecense—ftee—and

be—depostted—inthe—nptor—vehieletund)) account .
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Sec. 7. RCW 46.68.035 and 2003 c 361 s 202 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al'l proceeds from ((eerbined)) vehicle licensing fees received by
the director for vehicles |icensed under RCW46. 16. 0621, 46.16.070, and

46. 16. 085 shall be forwarded to the state treasurer to be distributed
into accounts according to the foll ow ng net hod:

b)r—31-411)) 2.309 percent shall be deposited into the Puget Sound
ferry operations account of the notor vehicle fund;

(((e—+2406)) (2) 3.269 percent shall be deposited into the

transportati on 2003 account (nickel account); and
((€))) (3) The renmmining proceeds shall be deposited into the
not or vehicl e fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. RCW46.16.071 (Additional fees) and 1996 c
315 s 4 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This act applies to vehicle registrations
that are due or becone due on or after January 1, 2006.

~-- END ---
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