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S-1464. 1

SENATE BI LL 5941

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Kohl-Welles, Fairley, Regala and Kline

Read first tinme 02/16/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Water, Energy &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to reduci ng greenhouse gases; adding a new chapter
to Title 19 RCW providing an effective date; and declaring an
enmer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Consuner-owned utility" includes a nunicipal electric utility
formed under Title 35 RCW a public utility district formed under Title
54 RCW an irrigation district formed under chapter 87.03 RCW a
cooperative fornmed under chapter 23.86 RCW a nutual corporation or
association formed under chapter 24.06 RCW a port district forned
under Title 53 RCW or a water-sewer district fornmed under Title 57
RCW that is engaged in the business of distributing electricity to one
or nore retail electric custonmers in the state.

(2) "Electric utility" means a consuner-owned or investor-owned
utility.

(3) "Greenhouse gases"” neans carbon di oxide and nitrous oxi des as
they relate to electricity generation.
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(4) "lnvestor-owned utility"” means a corporation owned by investors
that nmeets the definition of corporation in RCW 80.04.010 and is
engaged in distributing electricity to nore than one retail electric
custoner in the state.

(5) "Permanently offset” neans an emtter of greenhouse gases
maki ng an arrangenment wth another party whereby the other party
permanent|ly reduces greenhouse gas em ssions on behalf of the original
emtter.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2. (1 Begi nning June 1, 2005, every
electricity generating plant in the state of Wshington using coa
shall begin reducing or permanently offsetting its greenhouse gas
em ssions by twenty-five percent per year

(2) By January 1, 2008, every electricity generating plant in the
state of WAshington using coal shall permanently offset its greenhouse
gas em ssions by one hundred percent, or conpletely phase out the use
of coal for electricity.

(3) No electric utility in the state of Washington shall enter into
new |l ong-termcontracts to purchase electricity using coal fromwthin
or fromoutside of the state of Washi ngton

(4) Contracts in effect on the effective date of this act shall be
honored but not renewed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
June 1, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 19 RCW

~-- END ---
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