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S-1591. 2

SENATE BI LL 5963

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Rasnussen, Schoesler, Shin and Del vin

Read first tinme 02/16/2005. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Rural Econom c Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to assuring security of Ilivestock information
provi ded to governnental agencies; creating new sections; and providing
an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is a new
nati onal enphasis on the devel opnent of mechanisnms for tracking the
origin of the food supply for food safety and honeland security
pur poses. Systens are being developed for the registration of
livestock prem ses and identification of livestock for disease trace-
back and trace-forward purposes for protection of human and |ivestock

heal t h. In addition, there are requirenents for increased reporting
and for preparation of detailed farmplans for |ivestock operations for
protection of state waters. The legislature finds that successful
i npl ementation of each of these systens will require submssion to

public agencies of significant information from |ivestock operations
that had previously been deened to be solely private information.

The legislature also finds in many cases that livestock facilities
and the hone are considered as an extension of each other for which
there is a clear expectation of the right to privacy. There are
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concerns that information considered as confidential busi ness
i nformati on can be obtained by conpetitors including, but not limted
to, acreage planted to various crops, current |ivestock nunbers, feed
supplies, and price, yield, and production infornmation. | nf ormati on
phot ographs, and maps of |ivestock operations including |ocation of
poi nts of access, water sources for livestock, mlk storage facilities,
and feed storage facilities provided to governnent agencies for
legitimate purposes could also be detrinental to the security of the
food supply and to the |ivestock operation if provided to those who
intend to damage facilities or livestock, or by the accidental or
intentional introduction of deleterious substances or contagious
di seases to such operations.

The legislature finds that while pursuing one set of public policy
obj ectives, care needs to be given to ensure that another set of public
policy objectives are not unduly conprom sed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The task force on livestock information
security is created. The task force shall be conprised of eleven
menbers appoi nted as foll ows:

(a) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, one from each
maj or caucus, to be appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives;

(b) Two nenbers of the senate, one from each mmjor caucus, to be
appoi nted by the president of the senate;

(c) Seven nenbers, to be appointed jointly by the speaker of the
house of representatives and the president of the senate, from
nom nations submtted by the foll ow ng organi zati ons:

(1) One representative of commercial shellfish growers, nom nated
by an organi zation representing these growers;

(1i) One representative of an environnental interest organization
nom nated by a statew de environnental organization

(iii1) One representative of egg producers nom nated by a statew de
organi zati on representi ng egg producers in the state;

(iv) One representative of fryer producers nom nated by a statew de
organi zation of fryer producers in the state;

(v) One representative of beef cattle producers nom nated by
statew de organizations representing beef <cattle producers in the
st at e;
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(vi) One representative of dairy producers nom nated by statew de
organi zations representing dairy producers in the state; and

(vii) One representative of cattle feedlots, nomnated by a
statew de organi zation representing cattle feedl ots.

(2) The task force shall conduct a conprehensive review of the
information that is required to be furnished or held by state or |ocal
governnental agencies. The task force shall devel op reconmendati ons,
i ncluding recommended |egislation, that delineates the information
obtained fromlivestock operations that:

(a) Should be nmade avail able to the general public upon request;

(b) Shoul d be nmade available to the public only upon a show ng that
it would serve a legitimte public purpose;

(c) Should be retained as confidential because it is business
i nformation; or

(d) Should be retained as confidential because its rel ease would be
detrinmental to the security of the food supply or the livestock
operation through potential damage of facilities or livestock, or the
accidental or intentional introduction of deleterious substances or
cont agi ous di seases.

(3) The task force shall also evaluate whether to require:
Positive identification of the requestor; maintaining a record of those
who submitted the request; notification of the livestock operator of
the request for information about his or her operation; and a
determ nation of the purpose of the information request before its
rel ease.

(4) The task force nenbers shall elect a chair and determne its
operating procedures. The task force shall be jointly staffed by the
of fice of programresearch and senate conm ttee services as determ ned
by their respective staff directors.

(5) By Decenber 15, 2005, the task force shall provide an interim
report of its recommendations, including draft legislation to inplenent
the recomendations, regarding docunments produced to inplenent the
livestock nutrient managenent program By Decenber 15, 2006, the task
force shall provide a final report of its recommendations, including
draft legislation to inplenment the recomendati ons, regardi ng docunents
produced to inplenment the |ivestock disease trace-forward and trace-
back system The reports shall be submtted to the chief clerk of the
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1 house of representatives and the secretary of the senate.
2 (6) This section expires June 30, 2007.

~-- END ---
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