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S-1367. 3

SENATE BI LL 6035

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Milliken

Read first time 02/23/2005. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to clarifying how | ocal governnents may denonstrate
that best available science has been included in growh managenent
deci sions; and anendi ng RCW 36. 70A. 172.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGION:
Sec. 1. RCW 36. 70A. 172 and 1995 ¢ 347 s 105 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
(1) In designating and protecting critical areas under this

chapter, counties and cities shall include the best avail able science
in developing policies and devel opnent regulations to protect the
functions and values of critical areas. In addition, counties and

cities shall give special consideration to conservation or protection
measures necessary to preserve or enhance anadronous fisheries.

(2) If it determ nes that advice fromscientific or other experts
is necessary or wll be of substantial assistance in reaching its
deci sion, a growth managenent hearings board may retain scientific or
other expert advice to assist in reviewing a petition under RCW
36. 70A. 290 that involves critical areas.

(3) To denpbnstrate that the best available science has been
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included in the devel opnent of critical areas policies and requl ati ons,

counties and cities nust address each of the following on the record:

(a) The specific policies and devel opnent requl ati ons adopted to
protect the functions and values of the critical areas at issue;

(b) The relevant sources of best available scientific infornation
in the decision naking; and

(¢c) Any nonscientific information, i ncluding |eqgal, soci al
cultural, econonmc, and political information, used as a basis for

critical area policies and requl ations that depart fromrecomendati ons

derived fromthe best avail abl e sci ence.

(4) A county or city departing from sci ence-based recommendati ons
nust :

(a) ldentify the information in the record that supports its
decision to depart from sci ence-based recommendati ons;

(b) Explain its rationale for departing from science-based
recommendati ons; and

(c) ldentify potential risks to the functions and values of the
critical area or areas at issue and any additional neasures chosen to

limt such risks.

~-- END ---
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