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SENATE BI LL 6081

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Regal a, Esser and Doumt

Read first time 03/07/2005. Referred to Commttee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to property tax exenption for church property used
to produce church directories; anmending RCW 84. 36.020; and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB84.36.020 and 1994 c 124 s 16 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The followng real and personal property shall be exenpt from
taxati on:

(1) Al lands, buildings, and personal property required for
necessary adm ni stration and mai ntenance, used, or to the extent used,
exclusively for public burying grounds or ceneteries wthout
discrimnation as to race, color, national origin or ancestry;

(2) Al churches, personal property, and the ground, not exceedi ng
five acres in area, upon which a church of any nonprofit recognized
religious denomnation is or shall be built, together with a parsonage,
convent, and buildings and inprovenents required for the maintenance
and saf eguardi ng of such property. The area exenpted shall in any case
include all ground covered by the church, parsonage, convent, and
buildings and inprovenents required for the maintenance and
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saf eguardi ng of such property and the structures and ground necessary
for street access, parking, light, and ventilation, but the area of
unoccupi ed ground exenpted in such cases, in connection wth church

par sonage, convent, and buildings and inprovenents required for the
mai nt enance and safeguarding of such property, shall not exceed the
equi val ent of one hundred twenty by one hundred twenty feet except
wher e addi ti onal unoccupied |land nay be required to conformwith state
or local codes, zoning, or licensing requirenents. The parsonage and
convent need not be on | and contiguous to the church property. To be
exenpt the property nmust be wholly used for church purposes: PROVI DED

That :_

(a) The loan or rental of property otherw se exenpt under this
paragraph to a nonprofit organization, association, or corporation, or
school for use for an eleenpbsynary activity shall not nullify the
exenption provided in this paragraph if the rental incone, if any, is
reasonable and is devoted solely to the operation and mai ntenance of
the property; or

(b) The use of the property for the preparation of photographic
directories for the benefit of the church organization and its nenbers,

including the sale of portraits and rel ated products to church nenbers

in conjunction with the production of the directories, shall not
nullify the exemption provided in this subsection.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act applies to taxes levied for
collection in 2006 and thereafter.

~-- END ---
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