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SENATE BI LL 6256

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Eide, MAuliffe and Kohl-Wlles

Read first tine 01/10/2006. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning,
K-12 & Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to after-school prograns; adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 215 RCW creating a new section; meking an appropriation;
and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that good after-
school prograns and activities provide safe and effective |earning
environments for children, including children who m ght otherw se be
al one and unsupervi sed after school. These prograns not only support
children's academc efforts, they also build community partnerships
t hat support children and their | earning.

(2) The legislature finds that students who participate in good
after-school care prograns:

(a) Mss fewer days of school and have better behavior in school
test scores, grades, and records of honmework conpletion than children
who are left al one;

(b) Spend nore tinme actively learning in a variety of settings and
| ess tinme watching television than their peers who are | eft al one; and

(c) Have better peer relations, enotional adjustnent, and conflict
resolution skills than children who are |l eft al one.
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(3) The legislature further finds that, at the request of the
| egi sl ature, the Washington after-school network has prepared a
statew de after-school plan that would help the state nmake strategic
investnments in prograns and activities that support <children
academ cally while keeping themsafe and wel | -supervised. Therefore,
the legislature intends to inplenment the plan by expanding high quality
af ter-school prograns, supporting professional devel opnent for after-
school program staff, increasing public awareness of program benefits,
and supporting the after-school organizational infrastructure to ensure
econom es of scale in support of after-school prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 215
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington comunity Ilearning center program is
est abl i shed. The program shall be adm nistered by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction. The purposes of the program
i ncl ude:

(a) Supporting the creation or expansion of comunity | earning
centers that provide students with tutoring and educational enrichnent
when school is not in session;

(b) Providing training and professional devel opnent for comrunity
| earni ng center program staff;

(c) Increasing public awareness of the availability and benefits of
af t er-school prograns; and

(d) Supporting statew de after-school internediary organizations in
their efforts to provide |eadership, coor di nati on, t echni cal
assi stance, advocacy, and progranmati c support to after-school prograns
t hroughout the state.

(2) To the extent that funding is available for this purpose, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction nay provide
community |learning center grants to any public or private organi zation
that neets the eligibility criteria of the federal twenty-first century
community |earning centers program Priority may be given to grant
requests submtted jointly by one or nore schools or school districts
and one or nore comunity-based organizations or other nonschool
partners. Priority shall be given to grant requests that focus on
i nprovi ng readi ng and mat hemati cs proficiency for students who attend
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school s that have been identified as being in need of inprovenent under
section 1116 of Title |I of the federal no child left behind act of
2001.

(3) Community learning center grant funds may be used to carry out
a broad array of out-of-school activities that support and enhance
academ ¢ achievenent. The activities may include but need not be
limted to:

(a) Renedi al and academ c enrichnent;

(b) Mat hematics, reading, and science educati on;

(c) Arts and nusic education;

(d) Entrepreneurial education;

(e) Community service;

(f) Tutoring and nentoring prograns;

(g) Prograns enhanci ng the | anguage skills and academ c achi evenent
of limted English proficient students;

(h) Recreational and athletic activities;

(i) Tel econmmuni cations and technol ogy educati on;

(j) Prograns that pronote parental involvenent and famly literacy;

(k) Drug and violence prevention, counseling, and character
educati on prograns; and

(1) Progranms that assist students who have been truant, suspended,
or expelled, to inprove their academ c achi evenent.

(4) Each community |earning center grant may be made for a maxi num
of five years.

(5) To the extent that funding is available for this purpose, the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction nmay provide grants
or other support for the training and professional devel opnent of
comunity learning center staff, the activities of internediary after-
school organi zations, and efforts to increase public awareness of the
availability and benefits of after-school prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof two hundred seventy-five thousand
dollars, or as nuch thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007, from the general fund to the
office of the superintendent of public instruction to carry out the
pur poses of this act.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act takes effect August 1, 2006.

~-- END ---
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