©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

S-4070. 1

SENATE BI LL 6277

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Haugen and Shin

Read first time 01/10/2006. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Ocean & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to the state oak tree; adding a new section to
chapter 1.20 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the Garry Qak
tree occupies unique and special prairie communities in south Puget

Sound and southwestern Washington. These grassy, savannah-Iike
openi ngs occur in gravelly dry soils and are frequently associated with
gl aci al outwash. It is here that rich nmeadow communities of grasses

and wldflowers intermngle with massive oak trees that may be nore
than three hundred years ol d. Idaho fescue, Henderson's shooting star,
and the extraordinary blue camas create a striking blaze of color in
the spring. The yellow prairie violet, the western |ong-spurred
violet, blue-eyed Mary, and the showy yell ow bal samroot are all comon
in these unique prairies. Garry Oak nmeadows and prairies have been
inportant to people since the earliest habitation. Aboriginal people
tended the Garry QOak ecosystens, wusing fire and cultivation as
managenent tools. The edible bulbs of camas and ot her species were the
focus of the plant harvest. European explorers and settlers were

p. 1 SB 6277



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[
o

11
12
13
14

attracted to the aesthetic qualities of the oak |andscape. Moder n
residents appreciate the spectacular w | dfl ower shows that the neadows
exhi bit.

Unfortunately, less than five percent of Garry Oak ecosystens in
Washi ngton remain in a near-natural state, and the remaining areas are
threatened due to habitat |oss, fragnentation and degradation due to
invasions of exotic species, and developnent for agricultural,
i ndustrial, and urban use. Therefore, recognition of the Garry QGak as
the state oak tree is appropriate and will support local efforts to
protect Garry Oak groves and to replant and restore Garry Qaks.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 1.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The Garry Oak, Quercus Garryana, is hereby designated the official
oak tree of the state of Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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