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SENATE BI LL 6296

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Delvin, Benton, Pflug, Milliken, Deccio, Stevens, Carrell
and Honeyford

Read first tinme 01/10/2006. Referred to Committee on Labor
Commer ce, Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to al arm system conpani es; anendi ng RCW 18. 170. 010,
18.170. 020, 18.170.070, 18.170.080, 18.170.090, 18.170.110, 18.170. 120,
18.170. 130, 18.170.160, and 18.170.300; adding a new section to chapter
9.96A RCW adding new sections to chapter 18.170 RCW prescribing
penal ties; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.170.010 and 2004 ¢ 50 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Alarm response runner" mnmeans a person enployed by a private
Ssecurity conpany or alarm system conpany to respond to alarm system

signal s.
(2) "Alarm systent neans an alarm system burglar alarm signa
device, burglar alarm robbery alarm television canera, still canmera,

or an assenbly of equipnent and devices used to detect or signal the
presence of an energency, any unauthorized intrusion, novenent, or exit
at a protected premses, other than in a vehicle, to which |aw
enforcenent, energency services, private security quards, or alarm
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system enployees are expected to respond. The systenmis functions
include, solely or in conbination: Burglary detection, fire detection,
access control, or closed circuit television.

(3) "Alarm system conpany" includes any individual, firm
corporation, partnership, association, conpany, society, nmanager,
contractor, subcontractor, bureau, agency, service, office, or an agent
of any of the foregoing licensed under this chapter and engaged in
providing the services of: (a) Surveying the property for purposes of
installing an alarm systenm (b) physically installing, servicing,
mai ntaining, repairing, or nonitoring an alarmsystem for the custoner;

or (c) responding to a distress call or an alarm sounding froman alarm
system

(4) "Alarm system enpl oyee" neans a person who personally provides
alarm system services, an individual reqgistered to performinstallation
and repair of alarmsystens, an individual who acts as an alarm system

installer for purposes of this chapter if the individual installs,
mai ntains, or repairs an alarmsystem an alarmresponse runner, or an
individual who acts as an alarm system nonitor for purposes of this
chapter if the individual nonitors an alarm system or detection devi ce.

(5) "Arnmed private security guard” neans a private security guard
who has a current firearns certificate issued by the comm ssion and is
|icensed as an arned private security guard under this chapter

((2)) (6) "Arnored vehicle guard" means a person who transports
in an arnored vehicle under arnmed guard, from one place to another
pl ace, val uables, jewelry, currency, docunents, or any other itemthat
requires secure delivery.

£59)) (7) "Chief law enforcenent officer”" nmeans the elected or
appoi nted police admnistrator of a nunicipal, county, or state police
or sheriff's departnent that has full |aw enforcenent powers in its
jurisdiction.

((66))) (8) "dassroom instruction" neans instruction that takes
pl ace in a setting where individuals receiving training are assenbl ed
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together and learn through |ectures, study papers, class discussion
textbook study, or other neans of organized formal education
t echni ques, such as video, closed circuit, or other forns of electronic
means, and as di stingui shed fromon-the-job education or training.

((A)) (9) "Commssion" neans the crimnal justice training
conmm ssion established in chapter 43.101 RCW

((£8y)) (10) "Departnent"™ means the departnent of |icensing.

((9Y)) (11) "Director" neans the director of the departnment of
i censing.

((29)9)) (12)  "Enpl oyer" includes any individual, firm
corporation, partnership, association, conpany, society, nmanager,
contractor, subcontractor, bureau, agency, service, office, or an agent
of any of the foregoing that enploys or seeks to enter into an
arrangenment to enploy any person as a private security guard or an
al arm syst em enpl oyee.

((+H)) (13) "Firearns certificate" neans the certificate issued
by the comm ssi on.

((221)) (14) "Licensee" neans a person granted a |license required
by this chapter.

((x3y)) (15) "Person" includes any individual, firm corporation,
partnership, association, conpany, society, nmanager, contractor,
subcontractor, bureau, agency, service, office, or an agent or enpl oyee
of any of the foregoing.

((4)»)) (16) "Postassignnent or on-the-job training" neans
training that occurs in either an assisted field environnent or in a
cl assroominstruction setting, or both.

((+5)1)) (17) "Preassignnment training" neans the classroomtraining
conpleted prior to being assigned to work independently.

((28y)) (18) "Principal corporate officer" neans the president,
vi ce-president, treasurer, secretary, conptroller, or any other person
who perfornms the sanme functions for the corporation as perfornmed by
t hese officers.

((6+H)) (19) "Private security conpany” nmeans a person or entity
licensed under this chapter and engaged in the business of providing
the services of private security guards on a contractual basis.

((8)y)) (20) "Private security guard" nmeans an individual who is
licensed under this chapter and principally enployed as or typically
referred to as one of the foll ow ng:
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(a) Security officer or guard,

(b) Patrol or nerchant patrol service officer or guard;

(c) Armed escort or bodyguard;

(d) Arnored vehicl e guard;

(e) ((Burglar)) Alarmresponse runner; or

(f) Crowd control officer or guard.

((299)) (21) "Qualifying agent” neans an officer or manager of a
corporation who neets the requirenents set forth in this chapter for
obtaining a license to own or operate a private security conpany or an
al arm syst em conpany.

((6263)) (22) "Sworn peace officer” nmeans a person who is an
enpl oyee of the federal governnent, the state, a political subdivision,
agency, or departnent branch of a nunicipality, or other unit of |ocal
governnment, and has | aw enforcenment powers.

Sec. 2. RCW18.170.020 and 1991 c 334 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The requirenents of this chapter do not apply to:

((5)) (a) A person who is enployed exclusively or regularly by
one enployer and perforns the functions of a private security guard
solely in connection with the affairs of that enployer, if the enployer
is not a private security conpany;

((2»)) (b) A sworn peace officer while engaged in the perfornance
of the officer's official duties; ((er

3y)) (c) A sworn peace officer while enployed by any person to
engage in off-duty enploynent as a private security guard, but only if
the enpl oynent is approved by the chief |aw enforcenent officer of the
jurisdiction where the enploynent takes place and the sworn peace
of ficer does not enploy, contract with, or broker for profit other
persons to assist himor her in performng the duties related to his or
her private enpl oyer

(d) An officer or enployee of the United States or of this state or
a political subdivision thereof, while engaged in the perfornmance of
the officer's official duties;

(e) The installation, servicing, nonitoring, or responding to an
alarmdevice that is installed in a notor vehicle, aircraft, or boat;

(f) A person or conpany entity who owns, installs, or nonitors
alarm systens, on his or her own property whether owned or |eased, or,
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if he or she does not charge for the system or its installation,
installs it for the protection of his or her personal property |ocated
on the property of another, and does not install or nonitor the system
as a normal conpany practice on the property of another; or

(g) A person or conpany entity whose sale of an alarm systemis
exclusively over-the-counter or by mail order.

(2) Engineers and architects properly licensed by the state are
exenpt fromthe reqgistration and licensing requirenents of this chapter
for the purposes of designing or planning alarmsystens.

(3) | ndi vi dual s, corporations, part ner shi ps, associ ati ons,
organi zations, or simlar entities licensed by the state electrica
licensing unit of the departnent of labor and industries nmay instal
conduit or wire for a systemif they do not connect any devices or have
access to plans or designs for the conplete system

(4) This chapter does not supersede any state |aw that establishes
standards or qualifications for electricians or for electrical work
involved in the installation of burglar alarm systens.

(5) This chapter does not authorize an individual to perform
electrical work that otherwi se requires an electrician's license under
any state | aw

(6) The licensing requirenents in this chapter do not apply to an
electrician who is: (a) Currently licensed in that occupation under
state law, (b) acting only within the scope of that occupation; and (c)
not installing alarm systens.

(7) An electrician may not personally provide alarm services unless
the electrician is licensed and registered under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. An applicant nmust neet the follow ng m ni mum
requi renents to obtain an al arm system enpl oyee |icense:

(1) Be at |east eighteen years of age;

(2) Be acitizen of the United States or a | egal resident alien;

(3) Not have been convicted of a crime in any jurisdiction if the
director determnes that the applicant's particular crinme directly
relates to a capacity to performthe duties of an alarmtechnician and
the director determnes that the license should be withheld to protect
the citizens of the state, notwithstanding the restoration of
enpl oynent rights act, chapter 9.96A RCW
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(4) Submt a receipt showi ng paynent for a background check through
t he Washi ngton state patrol and the federal bureau of investigation,;

(5 Be enployed by or have an enploynent offer from a |icensed
al arm syst em conpany;

(6) Pay the fee established by the director; and

(7) Subm t a conpleted application that i ncl udes proper
identification on a formprescribed by the director for each conpany of
enpl oynent .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) In addition to neeting the mninmm
requirenents to obtain a license as an alarm system enployee, an
applicant, or, in the case of a partnership, each partner, or, in the
case of a corporation, the qualifying agent nust neet the follow ng
requirenents to obtain a license to own or operate an alarm system
conpany:

(a) Be at |east twenty-one years of age;

(b) Meet the insurance requirenments of this chapter; and

(c) Pay any additional fees established by the director.

(2) If the qualifying agent upon whomthe licensee relies to conply
wi th subsection (1) of this section ceases to performhis or her duties
on a reqular basis, the licensee nust pronptly notify the director by

certified or registered mail. Wthin sixty days of sending
notification to the director, the licensee nust obtain a substitute
qualifying agent who neets the requirenents of this section. The
director may extend the period for obtaining a substitute qualifying
agent .

(3) A conpany license issued under this section may not be assigned
or transferred without prior witten approval of the director.

(4) Any i ndividual, cor poration, part ner shi p, associ ati on,
organi zation, or simlar entity doing business as an alarm system
conpany in multiple locations within this state nust have branch office
certificates for each of its offices located in this state. The
director shall grant branch office certificates for each branch, which
nmust be displayed at the branch office, upon paynent of an appropriate
fee.

(5 No license to own or operate an alarm system conpany may be
issued to an applicant if the nanme of the conpany portrays the conpany
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as a public | aw enforcenent agency, or in association with a public |aw
enf orcenent agency, or includes the word "police."

Sec. 5. RCW18.170.070 and 1995 ¢ 277 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall issue a private security guard |license card
to each licensed private security guard ((and)), an arnmed private
security guard license card to each arned private security guard, and

an alarm system enployee license to each licensed alarm system
enpl oyee.

(a) The license card may not be used as security clearance.

(b) A private security guard shall carry the license card whenever
he or she is performng the duties of a private security guard and
shal |l exhibit the card upon request.

(c) An arned private security guard shall carry the |license card
whenever he or she is performng the duties of an arned private
security guard and shall exhibit the card upon request.

(d) An alarm system enpl oyee shall carry the license card whenever
he or she is performng the duties of an alarm system enpl oyee and
shall exhibit the card upon request.

(2) The director shall issue a license certificate to each |icensed
private security conpany. The director shall issue a |license
certificate to each licensed al arm system conpany.

(a) Wthin seventy-two hours after receipt of the Ilicense

certificate, the licensee shall post and display the certificate in a
conspi cuous place in the principal office of the licensee within the
state.

(b) I't is unlawful for any person holding a license certificate to
knowingly and willfully post the license certificate upon prem ses
ot her than those described in the license certificate or to materially
alter a license certificate.

(c) Every advertisenent by a licensee that solicits or advertises
busi ness shall contain the nanme of the |icensee, the address of record,
and the |license nunber as they appear in the records of the director.

(d) The licensee shall notify the director within thirty days of
any change in the licensee's officers or directors or any materi al
change in the information furnished or required to be furnished to the
director.
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Sec. 6. RCW18.170.080 and 1991 c 334 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

A licensed private security conpany or a licensed alarm system
conpany shall file and maintain with the director a certificate of
insurance as evidence that it has conprehensive general liability
coverage of at least twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily or
personal injury and twenty-five thousand dollars for property damage.

Sec. 7. RCW18.170.090 and 1995 c 277 s 6 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Alicensed private security conpany or a licensed alarmsystem
conpany may i ssue an enployee a tenporary registration card of the type
and form provided by the director, but only after the enployee has
conpl eted preassignnent training, if required, and submtted a full and
conpl ete application for a private security guard license or an alarm
system enployee license to the departnent. The application nust be
mai l ed to the departnent within three busi ness days after issuance of
the tenporary registration card. The tenporary registration card is
valid for a maxi mum period of sixty days and does not authorize a
person to carry firearns during the performance of his or her duties as
a private security guard. The tenporary registration card permts the
applicant to performthe duties of a private security guard or an alarm
system enpl oyee for the issuing |icensee.

(2) Upon expiration of a tenporary registration card or upon the
receipt of a permanent registration card or notification from the
departnent that a permanent Ilicense is being withheld from an
applicant, the applicant shall surrender his or her tenporary
registration card to the |icensee.

(3) The director may suspend the authority to wuse tenporary
registration cards for a period of one year for any private security
guard conpany or alarm system conpany that fails to conply with the
provisions of this section. After the suspension period, the director
may reinstate the conpany's use of tenporary registration cards after
receipt of a witten request fromthe conpany.

Sec. 8. RCW 18.170.110 and 2000 c¢c 171 s 39 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
(1) A private security conpany or an alarm system conpany shall
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notify the director within thirty days after the death or term nation
of enpl oynment of any enpl oyee who is a licensed private security guard
((er)), arnmed private security guard, or alarm system enployee by
returning the license to the departnment with the word "term nated"
witten across the face of the license, the date of term nation, and
the signature of the principal or the principal's designee of the
private security guard conpany.

(2) A private security conpany shall notify the departnment within
seventy-two hours and the chief |aw enforcenent officer of the county,
city, or town in which the private security guard ((e+)), arned private
security guard, or alarm system enpl oyee was | ast enployed i medi ately
upon receipt of information affecting his or her continuing eligibility
to hold a |icense under the provisions of this chapter.

(3) A private security guard conpany shall notify the |ocal |aw
enforcenent agency whenever an enployee who is an arnmed private
security guard discharges his or her firearmwhile on duty other than
on a supervised firearmrange. The notification shall be nade within
ten busi ness days of the date the firearmis discharged.

Sec. 9. RCW18.170.120 and 1995 c¢ 277 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any person from another state that the director determ nes has
selection, training, and other requirenents at |east equal to those
required by this chapter, and who holds a valid |icense, registration,
identification, or simlar card issued by the other state, may apply
for a private security gquard license card ((e+r)), arned private
security guard license card, or alarm system enployee card on a form
prescribed by the director. Upon receipt of a processing fee to be
determ ned by the director, the director shall issue the individual a
private security guard license card ((e+)), arned private security
guard license card, or alarm system enpl oyee card.

(2) A wvalid private security guard license, registration
identification, or simlar card issued by any other state of the United
States is valid in this state for a period of ninety days, but only if
the licensee is on tenporary assignnent as a private security guard for
the sane enpl oyer that enploys the licensee in the state in which he or
she is a permanent resident.
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(3) A person from another state on tenporary assignnent in
Washi ngton may not solicit business in this state or represent hinself
or herself as licensed in this state.

Sec. 10. RCW 18.170.130 and 1995 c¢ 277 s 10 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Applications for licenses required under this chapter shall be
filed with the director on a form provided by the director. The
director may require any information and docunentation that reasonably
relates to the need to determne whether the applicant neets the
criteria.

(2) After receipt of an application for a license, the director
shal |l conduct an investigation to determ ne whether the facts set forth
in the application are true and shall request that the Washington state
patrol conpare the fingerprints submtted with the application to
fingerprint records available to the Washington state patrol. The
Washi ngton state patrol shall forward the fingerprints of applicants
for an arned private security guard license to the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation for a national crimnal history records check. The
director may require that fingerprint cards of |icensees be
periodically reprocessed to identify crimnal convictions subsequent to
registration.

(3) ((The director shall solicit coments from the chief law

: e : I e . hi ol I

4y)) A summary of the information acquired under this section, to
the extent that it is public information, shall be forwarded by the
departnent to the applicant's enployer.

Sec. 11. RCW 18.170.160 and 1995 c¢ 277 s 11 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) After June 30, 1992, any person who performnms the functions and
duties of a private security guard in this state wi thout being Iicensed
in accordance wth this chapter, or any person presenting or attenpting
to use as his or her own the license of another, or any person who
gives false or forged evidence of any kind to the director in obtaining
a |license, or any person who falsely inpersonates any other |icensee,

SB 6296 p. 10
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or any person who attenpts to use an expired or revoked |icense, or any
person who viol ates any of the provisions of this chapter is guilty of
a gross m sdeneanor

(2) After January 1, 1992, a person is quilty of a gross
m sdeneanor if he or she owns or operates a private security conpany in
this state without first obtaining a private security conpany |icense.

(3) After June 30, 1992, the owner or qualifying agent of a private
security conpany is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor if he or she enpl oys
an unlicensed person to performthe duties of a private security guard
wi t hout issuing the enployee a valid tenporary registration card if the
enpl oyee does not have in his or her possession a permanent private
security guard license issued by the departnent. This subsection does
not preclude a private security conmpany from requiring applicants to
attend preassignnent training classes or from paying wages for
attending the required preassignnent training classes.

(4) After June 30, 1992, a person is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor
if he or she perfornms the functions and duties of an arnmed private
security guard in this state unless the person holds a valid arned
private security guard license issued by the departnent.

(5) After June 30, 1992, it is a gross m sdeneanor for a private
security conmpany to hire, contract wth, or otherwise engage the
services of an unlicensed arned private security guard know ng that he
or she does not have a valid arnmed private security guard |icense
i ssued by the director.

(6) Any person who perforns the functions and duties of an alarm
system enployee in this state without being licensed in accordance wth
the provisions of this chapter, or any person presenting or attenpting
to use as his or her own the license of another, or any person who
gives false or forged evidence of any kind to the director in obtaining
a license, or any person who falsely inpersonates any other |icensee,
or any person who attenpts to use an expired or revoked |license, or any
person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter is gquilty of
a gross m sdeneanor

(7) The owner or qualifying agent of an alarm system conpany is
guilty of a gross m sdeneanor if the owner or qualifying agent enploys
any person to performthe duties of an alarm system enpl oyee wi thout
the enployee having in the enployee's possession a permanent alarm
system enpl oyee license issued by the departnent.

p. 11 SB 6296
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(8) It is a gross msdeneanor for a person to possess or use any
vehicle or equi pnent displaying the word "police" or "law enforcenent
officer" or having any sign, shield, marking, accessory, or insignia
that indicates that the equipnent or vehicle belongs to a public |aw
enf orcenment agency.

((6H)) (9) It is a gross m sdeneanor for any person who perforns
the functions and duties of a private security guard or an alarm system
enpl oyee to use any nane that includes the word "police" or "law
enforcement” or that portrays the individual or a business as a public
| aw enf orcenent agency.

((8))) (10) It is the duty of all officers of the state and
political subdivisions thereof to enforce the provisions of this
chapter. The attorney general shall act as |egal adviser of the
director, and render such |egal assistance as may be necessary in
carrying out the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 12. RCW18.170.300 and 2004 c 50 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director has the authority to negotiate reciprocity
agreenments with other states allowing licensed security officers from
Washi ngton to work in those other states.

(2) The director has the right to enter into reciprocity agreenents
with other jurisdictions whose requirenents for alarm system conpani es
are equal to the requirenents of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 9.96A RCW
to read as foll ows:

This chapter is not applicable to the departnent of |licensing with
respect to issuing an alarm system enpl oyee |icense under section 3 of
this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. Sections 3 and 4 of this act are each added
to chapter 18.170 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. This act takes effect one year after the
date of passage of this act.

~-- END ---
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