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SENATE BI LL 6499

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach, Stevens, Schoesler, Benton, Honeyford and Milliken

Read first time 01/13/2006. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to requiring all voters be put on inactive status
until they provide proof of citizenship and valid photo identification;
amendi ng RCW 29A. 44. 205, 46.20. 117, 29A 08.010, and 29A. 08.110; adding
new sections to chapter 29A. 08 RCW and addi ng a new section to chapter
29A. 04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) I'n addition to the requirenents of RCW 29A. 08. 010, the form of
regi stration provided by the secretary of state or county auditor nust
include a statenent that the applicant nmust submt a |legible copy of a
docunent proving United States citizenship and a copy of a valid photo
identification card with the application and that the county auditor or
secretary of state nust reject the application if the applicant fails
to provide either.

(2) After a person has submtted satisfactory proof of citizenship
and valid photo identification, the county auditor or secretary of
state shall indicate this information in the person's pernmanent voter
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file. After two years, the county auditor or secretary of state may
destroy all docunments that were submtted as proof of citizenship.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Proof of citizenship may be denonstrated by any of the follow ng
docunent s:

(1) A birth certificate that verifies <citizenship to the
sati sfaction of the county auditor or secretary of state;

(2) A United States passport identifying the applicant and the
applicant's passport nunber;

(3) A United States naturalization docunent or the nunber of the

certificate of naturalization. |If only the nunber of the certificate
of naturalization is provided, the applicant may not be included in the
registration rolls until the nunber of the certificate of

naturalization is verified wwth the United States bureau of citizenship
and imm gration services by the county auditor or secretary of state;
(4) The applicant's bureau of Indian affairs card nunber, triba
treaty card nunber, or tribal enrollnment nunber; or
(5 O her docunents or nethods of proof that are established under
the federal immgration reformand control act of 1986.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor shall assign all voters who registered to
vote before the effective date of this act to inactive status and shal
send the voter an update notice.

(2) Update notices nust be on a form prescribed by, or approved by,
the secretary of state and nust request that the voter provide proof of
United States citizenship and valid photo identification to the county
auditor, either in person or by mail, in order to have his or her
active status restored. The notice nmust informthe voter that if the
voter does not respond to the notice and does not vote in either of the
next two federal elections, his or her voter registration wll be
canceled. The notice nust also include a |list of acceptable docunents
for proving citizenship and acceptable types of photo identification.

(3) The county auditor shall return a voter who has been pl aced on
i nactive status under this section to active voter status if, during
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the period beginning on the date the voter was assigned to inactive
status and ending on the day of the second general election for federal
office that occurs after the date that the voter was sent an update
notice, the voter provides proof of <citizenship and valid photo
identification by: Appearing in person at the auditor's office and
presenting valid photo identification and proof of citizenship;
responding to the update notice by mail and including a photocopy of
valid photo identification and proof of «citizenship; including
phot ocopi es of valid photo identification and proof of citizenship with
an absentee or mail ballot; or voting at the poll after providing valid
photo identification and proof of citizenship to the poll worker.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29A 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Valid photo identification" means any one of the foll ow ng:

(1) Avalid driver's |license;

(2) Avalid state identification card,

(3) Avalid United States passport;

(4) Avalid tribal identification card; or

(5 Awvalid United States mlitary identification card.

Sec. 5. RCW29A 44.205 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 7 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) Any person desiring to vote at any primary or election is
required to provide valid photo identification to the election officer
before signing the poll book. ((

a¥a N alaYa NN
v C Vi

eret—tH--y—h-H—bhank—statenent—payeheck —oer—governrent—check—or

ol-her—govermrent—docurent—) )
(2) Any individual who desires to vote in person but cannot provide
identification as required by this section shall be issued a

provi si onal ball ot.
(3) The secretary of state ((mmy)) shall adopt rules to carry out
this section.
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Sec. 6. RCW 46.20.117 and 2005 c 314 s 305 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Issuance. (a) The departnent shall issue an identicard,
containing a picture, if the applicant:

(((8))) (i) Does not hold a valid Washington driver's |icense;

((b)y)) (i) Proves his or her identity as required by RCW
46. 20. 035; and

((€e)y)) (iii) Pays the required fee. The fee is twenty dollars
unless an applicant is a recipient of continuing public assistance
grants under Title 74 RCW who is referred in witing by the secretary
of social and health services. For those persons the fee nust be the
actual cost of production of the identicard.

(b) The departnent may not collect a fee for an identification card
from a person who swears under oath that he or she is indigent and
cannot pay the fee for an identification card, that he or she desires
an identification card in order to vote in a primary or election in
Washi ngton, and that he or she does not have any other form of valid
photo identification as defined in section 4 of this act in order to
vot e.

(2) Design and term The identicard nust:

(a) Be distinctly designed so that it will not be confused with the
official driver's license; and

(b) Expire on the fifth anniversary of the applicant's birthdate
after issuance.

(3) Renewal. An application for identicard renewal my be
subm tted by neans of:

(a) Personal appearance before the departnent; or

(b) Mail or electronic comerce, if permtted by rule of the
departnent and if the applicant did not renew his or her identicard by
mail or by electronic comrerce when it |ast expired. However, the
departnment may accept an application for renewal of an identicard
submtted by neans of mail or electronic commerce only if specific
authority and funding is provided for this purpose by June 30, 2004, in
t he omi bus transportation appropriations act.

An identicard may not be renewed by nail or by el ectronic conmerce
unl ess the renewal issued by the departnment includes a photograph of
the identicard hol der.
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(4) Cancellation. The departnment may cancel an identicard if the
hol der of the identicard used the card or allowed others to use the
card in violation of RCW46.20. 0921.

Sec. 7. RCW29A 08.010 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter: “"Information required for voter
registration” neans the mnimum information provided on a voter
registration application that is required by the county auditor in
order to place a voter registration applicant on the voter registration
rolls. This information includes:

(1) Full legal nane;

(2) Residential address;

(3) Mailing address if different than residential address;

(4) Date of birth;

((4y)) (5) Washington state driver's |icense nunber or WAshi ngton
state identification card nunber, or the last four digits of the
applicant's Social Security nunber if the applicant does not have a
Washi ngton state driver's license or Washington state identification
card;

((65))) (6) A signature attesting to the truth of the information
provi ded on the application; and

((8y)) (7)) A check or indication in the box confirmng the
individual is a United States citizen.

If the individual does not have a driver's |license, state
identification card, or Social Security nunber, the registrant nust be
i ssued a unique voter registration nunber in order to be placed on the
voter registration rolls. Al other information supplied is ancillary
and not to be used as grounds for not registering an applicant to vote.
Modi fication of the |anguage of the official Washington state voter
registration formby the voter will not be accepted and will cause the
rejection of the registrant's application.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

As used in this chapter, "full |egal name" neans the voter's ful
name at birth, including first, mddle, and [ ast nane, or full nane as
| egal |y changed by a court of |aw or by marriage.
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Sec. 9. RCW29A 08.110 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) An application is considered conplete only if it contains the
applicant's full legal nanme, conplete valid residence address, mailing
address if different than residential address, date of birth, signature
attesting to the truth of the information provided, a mark in the
check-off box <confirmng United States citizenship, ((anrd)) an
indication that the provided driver's [|icense nunber, state
identification card nunber, or Social Security nunber has been
confirmed by the secretary of state, and is acconpani ed by a docunent
proving citizenship and a copy of a valid photo identification. The
county auditor nmust also reviewthe residential address provided on the
registration form and verify, by checking county property records or
other simlar records, that the address provided contains an actua
residential unit or is a nontraditional address under RCW 29A.08.112.
If the auditor is unable to verify that the address on the reqgistration
formcontains an actual residence, or is not a nontraditional address,
the application shall not be considered conplete. If it is not
conplete, the auditor shall pronptly nmail a verification notice of the
deficiency to the applicant. This verification notice shall require
the applicant to provide the mssing information. |f the verification
notice is not returned by the applicant within forty-five days or is
returned as undeliverable, the name of the applicant shall not be
pl aced on the official |list of registered voters. If the applicant
provides the required verified information, the applicant shall be
registered to vote as of the original date of namiling or date of
delivery, whichever is applicable.

(2) If the information required in subsection (1) of this section
is conplete, the applicant is considered to be registered to vote as of
the original date of mailing or date of delivery, whichever is
appl i cabl e. The auditor shall record the appropriate precinct
identification, taxing district identification, and date of
registration on the voter's record in the state voter registration
list. Wthin forty-five days after the receipt of an application but
no | ater than seven days before the next primary, special election, or
general election, the auditor shall send to the applicant, by first
class mail, an acknow edgenent notice identifying the registrant's
preci nct and containing such other information as nmay be required by
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the secretary of state. The postal service shall be instructed not to
forward a voter registration card to any other address and to return to
the auditor any card which is not deliverable.

(3) If an acknow edgenent notice card is properly nailed as
required by this section to the address listed by the voter as being
the voter's mailing address and the notice is subsequently returned to
the auditor by the postal service as being undeliverable to the voter
at that address, the auditor shall pronptly send the voter a
confirmation notice. The auditor shall place the voter's registration
on inactive status pending a response from the voter to the
confirmati on noti ce.

~-- END ---
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