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S-4901.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6513

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Senate Commttee on Witer, Energy & Environnent (originally
sponsor ed by Senat ors Fraser, Poul sen, Pri denore, Regal a,
Rockefel |l er, Kohl-Welles and Kline)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 02/ 06.

AN ACT Rel ating to biononitoring; adding a new chapter to Title 70
RCW creating a new section; making an appropriation; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:
(a) About seven out of every ten deaths in the United States are

attributable to chronic diseases. About one hundred twenty-five
mllion people have at |east one chronic illness and sixty mllion
suffer fromnmultiple chronic illnesses. About twenty mllion children
have at | east one chronic health problem

(b) Chronic illnesses inpose enornous health care and other costs
upon WAashi ngt on. For exanple, the estimated total cost of asthma in
the state is about four hundred mllion dollars annually. Speci al

education for the estinmated one hundred twenty thousand children in the
state's schools with learning disabilities costs about four hundred
seventy mllion dollars each year;

(c) There are an estimted eighty-five thousand chem cals
registered for use today in the United States, wth another two
t housand added each year. Toxicol ogical screening data exists for only
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seven percent of these chemcals, and nore than ninety percent have
never been tested for their effects on human health. Large nunbers of
these chemicals are found in cosnetics, personal care products,
pesticides, food dyes, cleaning products, fuels, and plastics. Because
of their ubiquity, Wshington residents are comonly exposed to
multiple chem cals every day. Many of these chem cals persist in the
envi ronnent, accunulate and remain in body fat, and have been shown to
be toxic. Persi stent, bioaccunul ative, toxics have been targeted by
the state, the federal governnment, and other nations for actions to
reduce their inpact on human health and the environnent;

(d) Bionobnitoring data supports public health by establishing
trends in chem cal exposures, validating nodeling and survey nethods,
supporting epidem ol ogical studies, identifying affected communities,
assisting in energency health responses to unanticipated exposures
assessing the effectiveness of current regul ations, and hel ping to set
priorities for chem cal exposure reduction strategies;

(e) A grant fromthe federal Centers for D sease Control enabled
the Washington departnment of health, through the assistance of an
advisory conmttee of public health professionals, to develop a
bi ononitoring plan, conpleted in 2003, that identifies the highest
priorities for chem cals, environnental settings, and popul ations for
nmoni t ori ng. However, Washington did not receive federal funding to
inplement this plan, and to date funding has not been identified to
nmove forward with any portion of it;

(f) The Washington environnmental public health tracking network is
working to inprove information concerning environnental contam nants,
human exposure to hazards, and potentially related health outcones.
The program is developing network infrastructure to integrate
environnental and public health information systens, iinprove the
conpl eteness and tineliness of data systens nonitoring health outcones
attributable to environnental hazards and exposures, and inprove access
to information in those systens.

(2) It is therefore the purpose of this chapter to authorize a
bi ononitoring program in Wishington as an integral part of the
environnmental public health tracking network, to secure initial funding
for inplenenting the highest priorities of the program and to identify
a long-termfunding source for inplenenting other priorities identified
in 2003.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Department” neans the departnment of health.

(2) "Biononitoring" means the process by which the presence and
concentration of synthetic chemcals or their netabolites are
identified within a biospecinen to assess bodily exposure.

(3) "Biospecinen® neans a sanple taken from a biophysica
substance, that is reasonably available within a human body, for use as
a nediumto neasure the presence and concentration of toxic chem cals.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The  depart nent shal | conduct
bi ononitoring as an elenment of its environmental health tracking
program in collaboration wth the departnent of ecol ogy, |ocal health
jurisdictions, and other public health agencies, to assist public
heal th agencies and policymakers in allocating resources to maximze
i nprovenents in environnental health.

(2) The departnent shall adopt guidelines and nodel protocols to
guide state and |ocal agencies conducting biononitoring that are
consistent with the requirenments and priorities of this chapter. The
gui del i nes and nodel protocols shall address, without limtation:

(a) Ensuri ng confidentiality and i nf or med consent, and
comuni cating findings to participants, communities, and the genera
publi c;

(b) Enphasizing that all aspects of the program are culturally
sensitive; and

(c) Wihen communi cating with participants regardi ng the purposes of
bi ononitoring and the uses of bionmonitoring results and data, providing
a clear explanation of the distinction between exposure data and
anal ysis of health effects that may occur from exposures.

(3) In selecting biononitoring neasurenents, the departnent shall
accord a priority to:

(a) Measuring the preval ence of elevated | evels of toxic substances
in a popul ation group;

(b) Determning | evels of exposure in popul ation groups that nay be
at increased risk of exposure;

(c) Providing information on | evels of human exposure for studies
exam ning the relationship between exposure to a toxic substance and
adverse health effects;
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(d) Tracking trends in |levels of exposure of a population group to
specific toxic substances; and

(e) Assessing effectiveness of public health efforts to reduce
exposure of specific populations to toxic substances.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. By Septenber 30, 2006, the departnent of
health shall, in consultation with the departnent of ecol ogy and | ocal
health jurisdictions, provide reconmmendati ons to the governor and the
appropriate conmmttees of the senate and house of representatives for
funding the biononitoring program The recommendati ons shall provide
a proposed phase-in of the top ten highest priorities identified by the
departnment of health's 2003 bionmonitoring plan, and shall include
recomendations for sharing costs anong federal, state, local, and
nongover nnental entities. The departnent of health's inplenentation
recommendations shall include the objective of integrating with and
conpl ementing nati onwi de nonitoring prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 2 and 3 of this act take effect
July 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The sum of fifty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium
ending June 30, 2007, from the state toxics control account to the
departnent of health for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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