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S-5020.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6562

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmmittee on Government Operations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senator Swecker)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to critical areas safe harbor agreenents; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The departnent of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent, in conjunction with the departnment of ecol ogy and
the department of fish and wldlife, shall, by nmeans of a pilot
project, study and develop inplenentation recomendations for an
alternative neans that can be adopted in statute for cities and

counties to use in order to fulfill growh nmanagenent act goals for
protection of critical areas. This alternative neans shall be known as
a "safe harbor agreenent.” The pilot project shall identify scientific

and | andscape planning nethods for protecting critical ar eas,
nonregul atory mechani sns for achieving the protection to the maximm
extent those nechani sns may be used, additional regulatory nmechani sns
that are needed, and the way that all of these nethods and nmechani sns
may be used for purposes of a safe harbor agreenent, as provided in
subsection (2) of this section. The pilot project nust be conducted on
a basin scale at one location in Kittitas county and one |ocation
selected by the departnent of comunity, trade, and econonic
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devel opnent in either Thurston or Lewis county. The pilot project nust
be conpleted and the results reported to the governor and the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2008.

(2) The elenents of a safe harbor agreenent under this act include
the foll ow ng:

(a) The safe harbor agreenent nust be devel oped col | aboratively and
seek creative and locally appropriate solutions based on voluntary
participation in governnment prograns that offer financial incentives or
ot her assi stance and encourage voluntary | egal commtnents that protect
or enhance critical areas;

(b) Local st akehol ders and property owners, i ncluding the
departnment of comunity, trade, and economc developnent, the
departnent of ecology, the departnent of fish and wildlife, and any
other federal, state, or tribal authorities with jurisdiction over
critical areas, nmust be invited to participate;

(c) Detailed conponents to be incorporated in a safe harbor
agreenment include, at a mninmum (i) The goals it establishes, such as
the amount of mles or acres to be protected; (ii) information to
bal ance with grow h managenent act goals and requirenents in order to
achieve locally appropriate inplenentation; (iii) binding |ega
commtnments for wvoluntary projects or actions, such as buffers,
dedi cations, conservation easenents, transfer of devel opnent rights,
managenent plans, best managenent practices, and adaptive nanagenent
strategies; (iv) state and l|ocal prograns, such as clustering,
mtigation banking, nonitoring, and public investnents; (v) regul atory
requi renents and permts; and (vi) state and federal agencies and
processes that are consulted; and

(d) Appropriate admnistrative procedures for inplenentation and
enf or cenment .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2006, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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