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SENATE BI LL 6678

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Carrell and Stevens

Read first time 01/18/2006. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to adult fam |y homes; and anendi ng RCW 70. 128. 005,
70. 128. 007, and 70.128. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.128.005 and 2001 ¢ 319 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that adult famly honmes are an inportant part
of the state's long-term care system Adult famly honmes provide an
alternative to institutional care ((and)), pronote a high degree of
i ndependent living for residents, and help integrate the residents into

the general community. Persons with functional Ilimtations have
broadly varying service needs. Adult fam |y hones that can neet those
needs are an essential conponent of a long-term system The

| egi slature further finds that different populations living in adult
famly hones, such as the developnentally disabled and the elderly,
often have significantly different needs and capacities from one
anot her .

It is the legislature's intent that departnent rules and policies
relating to the licensing and operation of adult famly hones recogni ze
and accommopdate the different needs and capacities of the various
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popul ati ons served by the hones. Furthernore, the devel opnent and
operation of adult famly honmes that can provide quality personal care
and special care services should be encouraged.

The legislature finds that many residents of community-based | ong-
termcare facilities are vulnerable and their health and well-being are
dependent on their caregivers. The quality, skills, and know edge of
their caregivers are the key to good care. The legislature finds that
the need for well-trained caregivers is growing as the state's
popul ati on ages and residents' needs increase. The |egislature intends
that current training standards be enhanced.

The legislature finds that the state of Washi ngton has a conpel | i ng
interest in protecting and pronoting the health, welfare, and safety of
vul nerable adults residing in adult famly honmes. The health, safety,
and wel |l -being of vulnerable adults nust be the paranount concern in
determning whether to issue a license to an applicant, whether to
suspend or revoke a license, or whether to take other 1licensing
actions.

Sec. 2. RCW70.128.007 and 2001 ¢ 319 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The purposes of this chapter are to:

(1) Encourage the establishnent and maintenance of adult famly
homes that provide a humane, safe, and residential hone environnment for
persons with functional |imtations who need personal and special care;

(2) Establish standards for regulating adult famly honmes that:

(a) Adequately protect residents; and

(b) Avoid over-concentration of adult famly honmes which would be
in inconsistent with the objective of integrating residents into the
general community;

(3) Encourage consuners, famlies, providers, nunicipalities where
adult famly hones are located, and the public to becone active in
assuring their full participation in devel opnment of adult fam |y hones
that provide high quality and cost-effective care;

(4) Provide for appropriate care of residents in adult famly hones
by requiring that each resident have a care plan that pronotes the nost
appropriate level of physical, nental, and psychosocial well-being
consistent wth client choice; and
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(5) Accord each resident the right to participate in the
devel opnent of the care plan and in other major decisions involving the
resident and their care.

Sec. 3. RCW70.128.040 and 1995 ¢ 260 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall adopt rules and standards with respect to
adult famly honmes and the operators thereof to be licensed under this
chapter to carry out the purposes and requirenents of this chapter.
The rules and standards relating to applicants and operators shal
address the differences between individual providers and providers that
are partnerships, corporations, associations, or conpanies. The
departnment shall consult with the municipalities to develop rules and
standards appropriate to the infrastructure and basic services
available in the nunicipalities, comunities, and neighborhoods in
which adult famly hones are | ocated, and the setting of adult famly
honmes. The rules and standards shall al so recognize and be appropriate
to the different needs and capacities of the various popul ati ons served
by adult famly honmes such as but not limted to the devel opnental ly
di sabled and the elderly. In developing rules and standards the
departnent shall recognize the residential famly-like nature of adult
famly homes and not develop rules and standards which by their
conplexity serve as an overly restrictive barrier to the devel opnent of
the adult famly hones in the state. Procedures and forns established
by the departnent shall be devel oped so they are easy to understand and
conply with. Paper work requirenents shall be mninmal. Easy to
understand materials shall be devel oped for applicants and providers
explaining licensure requirenents and procedures.

(2) In developing the rules and standards, the departnent shal
consult wth all divisions and adm nistrations within the departnent
serving the various populations living in adult famly hones, including
the division of developnental disabilities and the aging and adult
services admnistration. I nvol venent by the divisions and
adm ni stration shall be for the purposes of assisting the departnent to
develop rules and standards appropriate to the different needs and
capacities of the various populations served by adult famly hones.
During the initial stages of developnent of proposed rules, the
departnent shall provide notice of developnent of the rules to
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organi zations representing adult famly homes and their residents, and
ot her groups that the departnent finds appropriate. The notice shall
state the subject of the rules under consideration and solicit witten
recommendati ons regarding their formand content.

(3) Except where provided otherwi se, chapter 34.05 RCWshall govern
all departnent rule-making and adjudicative activities under this
chapter.

~-- END ---
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