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SENATE BI LL 6696

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Prentice, Hargrove, Zarelli, Stevens and MAuliffe; by
request of Departnent of Social and Heal th Services

Read first tine 01/ 19/ 2006. Referred to Commttee on Human Services
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to clarifying the financial responsibility of the
state and regional support networks for the costs associated with the
care of individuals in need of involuntary treatnent under chapter
71.05 RCW anending RCW 71.24.045, 71.24.300, 71.24.330, 71.05. 300,
72.23.010, and 72.23.025; and reenacting and anendi ng RCW 71. 24. 035.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW71.24.045 and 2005 ¢ 503 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

The regi onal support network shall:

(1) Contract as needed with I|icensed service providers. The
regi onal support network may, in the absence of a |icensed service
provider entity, becone a licensed service provider entity pursuant to
m ni mum standards required for licensing by the departnent for the
purpose of providing services not available from licensed service
provi ders;

(2) Operate as a licensed service provider if it deens that doing
so is nore efficient and cost effective than contracting for services.
When doing so, the regional support network shall conply wth rules
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promul gated by the secretary that shall provide neasurenents to
determ ne when a regional support network provided service is nore
efficient and cost effective;

(3) Monitor and perform biennial fiscal audits of |icensed service
providers who have contracted with the regional support network to
provide services required by this chapter. The nonitoring and audits
shal | be perfornmed by neans of a formal process which insures that the
licensed service providers and professionals designated in this
subsection neet the terns of their contracts;

(4) Assure that the special needs of mmnorities, the elderly,
di sabled, <children, and |lowincone persons are mnmet wthin the
priorities established in this chapter;

(5) Miintain patient tracking information in a central |ocation as
required for resource nmanagenent services and the departnent's
i nformati on system

(6) Use not nore than two percent of state-appropriated community
mental health funds, which shall not include federal funds, to
adm nister community nmental health programs under RCW 71.24.155:
PROVI DED, That county authorities serving a county or conbination of
counti es whose popul ation is one hundred twenty-five thousand or nore
may be entitled to sufficient state-appropriated conmunity nental
health funds to enploy up to one full-tinme enployee or the equival ent
thereof in addition to the two percent limt established in this
subsection when such enployee is providing staff services to a county
ment al heal th advi sory board;

(7) Coll aborate to ensure that policies do not result in an adverse
shift of nentally ill persons into state and |ocal correctional
facilities;

(8 Wrk with the departnent to expedite the enrollnent or re-
enrollment of eligible persons leaving state or |ocal correctional
facilities and institutions for nental diseases;

(9) If a regional support network is not operated by the county,
work closely with the county designated nmental health professional or
county designated crisis responder to maxi mze appropriate placenent of
persons into community services; ((and))

(10) Coordi nate services for individuals who have received services
t hrough the community nental health system and who becone patients at
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a state nental hospital to ensure they are transitioned into the
comunity upon deternmination that they no longer need involuntary
i npatient care; and

(11) Evaluate all petitions for ninety and one hundred ei ghty-day
involuntary commitnents under chapter 71.05 RCW to determnm ne whether
the needs of the individual can be net through community support
services in a less restrictive alternative to detention. Reqgi ona
support networks nust provide a less restrictive alternative to
detention whenever it is determned that the needs of the individua
can be net through community support services.

Sec. 2. RCW71.24.300 and 2005 ¢ 503 s 11 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Upon the request of a tribal authority or authorities within a
regi onal support network the joint operating agreement or the county
authority shall allow for the inclusion of the tribal authority to be
represented as a party to the regional support network. The roles and
responsibilities of the county and tribal authorities shall be
determ ned by the terns of that agreenent including a determ nation of
menber ship on the governing board and advi sory comm ttees, the nunber
of tribal representatives to be party to the agreenent, and the
provisions of Jlaw and shall assure the provision of «culturally
conpetent services to the tribes served. The state nental health
authority may not determne the roles and responsibilities of county
authorities as to each other under regional support networks by rule,
except to assure that all duties required of regional support networks
are assigned and that counties and the regional support network do not
duplicate functions and that a single authority has final
responsibility for all available resources and performance under the
regi onal support network's contract with the secretary. |If a regional
support network is a private entity, the departnent shall allow for the
inclusion of the tribal authority to be represented as a party to the
regi onal support network. The roles and responsibilities of the
private entity and the tribal authorities shall be determ ned by the
departnent, through negotiation with the tribal authority.

(1) Regional support networks shall submt an overall six-year
operating and capital plan, tineline, and budget and submt progress
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reports and an updated two-year plan biennially thereafter, to assune
wi thin avail abl e resources all of the follow ng duties:

(a) Adm nister and provide for the availability of all resource
managenent services, residential services, and comunity support
servi ces.

(b) Admnister and provide for the availability of al |
i nvestigation, transportation, court-related, and other services
provi ded by the state or counties pursuant to chapter 71.05 RCW

(c) Provide within the boundaries of each regional support network
eval uation and treatnent services for ((at—teast—etghtyfive perecent
ef)) all persons detained or commtted for involuntary intensive
treatnment for periods up to seventeen days according to chapter 71.05
RCW Regi onal support networks with populations of |ess than one
hundred fifty thousand may contract to purchase evaluation and
treatnent services fromother networks. |Insofar as the original intent
of serving persons in the comunity is maintained, the secretary is
authorized to approve exceptions on a case-by-case basis to the
requi renent to provide evaluation and treatnent services within the
boundaries of each regional support network. Such exceptions are
limted to.

(i) Contracts with neighboring or contiguous regions; or

(ii) Individuals detained or conmtted for periods up to seventeen
days at the state hospitals at the discretion of the secretary.

(d) Admi nister a portion of funds appropriated by the |egislature
to house nentally ill persons in state institutions from counties
within the boundaries of any regional support network, wth the
exception of persons currently confined at, or under the supervision
of, a state nental hospital pursuant to chapter 10.77 RCW and provide
for the care of all persons needing eval uation and treatnent services
for periods up to seventeen days according to chapter 71.05 RCW in
appropriate residential services, which nmay include state institutions
consistent wwth (c) of this subsection. To the extent that use of the
state hospitals by the regional support networks is authorized by the
secretary in (c) of this subsection, the regional support networks
shall reinburse the state for use of state institutions at a rate equal
to that assuned by the |egislature when appropriating funds for such
care at state institutions during the biennium when reinbursenent
occurs. The secretary shall submt a report to the appropriate
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commttees of the senate and house of representatives on the efforts to
inplenment this section by OCctober 1, 2002. The duty of a state
hospital to accept persons for evaluation and treatnent under chapter
71.05 RCW is |imted by the responsibilities assigned to regional
support networks under this section.

(e) Adm nister and provide for the availability of all other nental
heal th services, which shall include patient counseling, day treatnent,
consul tation, education services, enploynment services as defined in RCW
71.24. 035, and nental health services to children.

(f) Establish standards and procedures for review ng individua
service plans and determ ni ng when that person may be di scharged from
resour ce nmanagenment services.

(2) A regional support network may request that any state-owned
land, building, facility, or other capital asset which was ever
purchased, deeded, given, or placed in trust for the care of the

mentally ill and which is within the boundaries of a regional support
network be nade available to support the operations of the regiona
support networKk. State agencies managi ng such capital assets shal

give first priority to requests for their use pursuant to this chapter.

(3) Each regional support network shall appoint a nental health
advi sory board which shall review and provide comments on plans and
policies developed under this chapter, provide |I|ocal oversight
regarding the activities of the regional support network, and work with
t he regi onal support network to resolve significant concerns regarding
service delivery and outcones. The departnment shall establish
st atewi de procedures for the operation of regional advisory commttees
i ncluding nmechanisnms for advisory board feedback to the departnent
regardi ng regional support network performance. The conposition of the
board shall be broadly representative of the denographic character of
the region and shall include, but not be limted to, representatives of
consuners and famlies, |law enforcenent, and where the county is not
the regional support network, county elected officials. Conposition
and length of terns of board nenbers nmay differ between regional
support networks but shall be included in each regional support
network's contract and approved by the secretary.

(4) Regional support networks shall assune all duties specified in
their plans and joint operating agreenents through biennial contractual
agreenents with the secretary.
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(5) Regional support networks may receive technical assistance from
t he housing trust fund and may identify and submt projects for housing
and housing support services to the housing trust fund established
under chapter 43.185 RCW Projects identified or submtted under this
subsection nust be fully integrated with the regional support network
Si x-year operating and capital plan, tinmeline, and budget required by
subsection (1) of this section.

Sec. 3. RCW71.24.330 and 2005 ¢ 503 s 6 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) Contracts between a regional support network and the depart nent

shal | include nechanisns for nonitoring perfornmance under the contract
and renedies for failure to substantially conply with the requirenents
of the contract including, but not limted to, financial penalties,

termnation of the contract, and reprocurenent of the contract.

(2) The procurenent process shall encourage the preservation of
infrastructure previously purchased by the comunity nental health
service delivery system the nmintenance of |inkages between other
services and delivery systens, and maxi m zation of the use of available
funds for services versus profits. The procurenent process shall
provi de that public funds appropriated by the | egislature shall not be
used to pronote or deter, encourage, or discourage enployees from
exercising their rights under Title 29, chapter 7, subchapter I1,
United States Code or chapter 41.56 RCW

(3) In addition to the requirenments of RCW 71.24.035, contracts
shal | :

(a) Define admnistrative costs and ensure that the regional
support network does not exceed an adm nistrative cost of ten percent
of avail abl e funds;

(b) Require effective collaboration with | aw enforcenent, crim nal
justice agencies, and the chem cal dependency treatnent system

(c) Require substantial inplenentation of departnment adopted
integrated screening and assessnent process and matrix of best
practices; ((and))

(d) Maintain the decision-making i ndependence of designated nental
health professionals which does not limt the regional support
network's responsibility to provide less restrictive alternatives to
detenti on when appropriate under RCW 71. 24.045; and
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(e) Except at the discretion of the secretary, require regiona
support networks to pay the state for the costs associated wth
individuals who are voluntarily or civilly commtted under chapter
71.05 RCW being served on the grounds of the state hospitals, and not
receiving long-terminpatient care as defined in RCOW 72. 23. 010.

Sec. 4. RCW71.05.300 and 1998 ¢ 297 s 17 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The petition for ninety day treatnment shall be filed wth the clerk
of the superior court at |east three days before expiration of the
fourteen-day period of intensive treatnent. At the tine of filing such
petition, the clerk shall set a tinme for the person to conme before the
court on the next judicial day after the day of filing unless such
appearance is waived by the person's attorney, and the clerk shal
notify the ((eeunty)) designated nental health professional. The
((eeunty)) designated nental health professional shall imediately
notify the person detained, his or her attorney, if any, and his or her
guardi an or conservator, if any, and the prosecuting attorney, and
provide a copy of the petition to such persons as soon as possible.
The designated nental health professional shall also imediately
provide a copy of the petition to the regional support network and the
state hospital.

At the tine set for appearance the detained person shall be brought
before the court, unless such appearance has been wai ved and the court
shall advise him or her of his or her right to be represented by an

attorney and of his or her right to a jury trial. If the detained
person is not represented by an attorney, or is indigent or is
unw I ling to retain an attorney, the court shall immediately appoint an
attorney to represent him or her. The court shall, if requested,

appoint a reasonably available |icensed physician, psychologist, or
psychi atrist, designated by the detained person to exam ne and testify
on behalf of the detained person.

The court may, if requested, also appoint a professional person as
defined in RCW 71.05.020 to seek less restrictive alternative courses
of treatnment and to testify on behalf of the detained person. 1In the
case of a devel opnental ly di sabl ed person who has been determ ned to be
i nconpet ent pursuant to RCW 10.77.090(4), then the appointed
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prof essional person wunder this section shall be a devel opnental
di sabilities professional.

The court shall also set a date for a full hearing on the petition
as provided in RCW71. 05. 310.

Sec. 5. RCW71.24.035 and 2005 ¢ 504 s 715 and 2005 ¢ 503 s 7 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent is designated as the state nental health
authority.

(2) The secretary shall provide for public, client, and |icensed
service provider participation in developing the state nental health
program devel oping contracts wth regi onal support networks, and any
wai ver request to the federal governnent under nedicaid.

(3) The secretary shall provide for participation in devel oping the
state nmental health program for children and other underserved
popul ations, by including representatives on any commttee established
to provide oversight to the state nental health program

(4) The secretary shall be designated as the regional support
network if the regional support network fails to neet state m ninmm
standards or refuses to exercise responsibilities under RCW 71. 24. 045.

(5) The secretary shall

(a) Develop a biennial state nental health program that
i ncorporates regional biennial needs assessnents and regional nenta
health service plans and state services for nentally ill adults and
chi |l dren. The secretary shall also develop a six-year state nental
heal t h pl an;

(b) Assure that any regional or county comunity nental health
program provi des access to treatnent for the region's residents in the

followng order of priority: (1) The acutely nentally ill; (ii)
chronically nentally ill adults and severely enotionally disturbed
children; and (iii) the seriously disturbed. Such progranms shall
provi de:

(A) Qutpatient services;
(B) Energency care services for twenty-four hours per day;

(C) Day treatment for nmentally ill persons which includes training
in basic living and social skills, supported work, vocational
rehabilitation, and day activities. Such services may include
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therapeutic treatnent. |In the case of a child, day treatnent includes
age-appropriate basic living and social skills, educational and
prevocational services, day activities, and therapeutic treatnent;

(D) Screening for patients being considered for adm ssion to state
mental health facilities to determ ne the appropriateness of adm ssion;

(E) Enploynent services, which may include supported enploynent,
transitional work, placenent in conpetitive enploynent, and other work-
related services, that result in nentally ill persons becom ng engaged
in nmeani ngful and gainful full or part-time work. O her sources of
funding such as the division of vocational rehabilitation may be
utilized by the secretary to maxim ze federal funding and provide for
i ntegration of services;

(F) Consultation and education services; and

(G Community support services;

(c) Develop and adopt rules establishing state m ni num standards
for the delivery of nental health services pursuant to RCW 71.24.037
i ncluding, but not limted to:

(i) Licensed service providers. These rules shall permt a county-
operated nental health program to be |licensed as a service provider
subject to conpliance wth applicable statutes and rules. The
secretary shall provide for deem ng of conpliance with state m ni num
standards for those entities accredited by recogni zed behavi oral health
accredi ting bodi es recogni zed and having a current agreenent wth the
depart nent;

(11) Regional support networks; and

(ti1) Inpatient services, evaluation and treatnment services and
facilities under chapter 71.05 RCW resource nmanagenent services, and
comuni ty support services;

(d) Assure that the special needs of mmnorities, the elderly,
di sabled, <children, and |lowincone persons are nmet wthin the
priorities established in this section;

(e) Establish a standard contract or contracts, consistent wth
state m ni num st andards and RCW 71. 24. 320 and 71. 24. 330, which shall be
used in contracting with regional support networks. The standard
contract shall include a maxinmum fund balance, which shall be
consistent with that required by federal regulations or waiver
sti pul ati ons;

p. 9 SB 6696



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W WwWwWwwwMNDNDNDNMDNDNMNMNDNMDDMNMNNMNMNMNMDNEPEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPERPRPRERPPRPRE
0O N Ol A W NPEFP O OOOWwuNOD O P~ WNEOOWOOWwWMNOO OPMwNDNDERLOo

(f) Establish, to the extent possible, a standardized auditing
procedure which mnimzes paperwork requirenents of regional support
networks and |icensed service providers. The audit procedure shall
focus on the outcomes of service and not the processes for
acconpl i shing them

(g) Develop and maintain an information systemto be used by the
state and regional support networks that includes a tracking nethod
which all ows the departnent and regi onal support networks to identify
mental health clients' participation in any nental health service or
public programon an i mmedi ate basis. The information system shall not
i nclude individual patient's case history files. Confidentiality of
client information and records shall be naintained as provided in this
chapter and in RCW 71.05. 390, 71.05.420, and 71.05. 440;

(h) License service providers who neet state m ni num standards;

(1) Certify regional support networks that neet state m ninmm
st andar ds;

(j) Periodically nonitor the conpliance of certified regional
support networks and their network of |icensed service providers for
conpliance wth the contract between the departnent, the regional
support network, and federal and state rules at reasonable tines and in
a reasonabl e manner;

(k) Fix fees to be paid by evaluation and treatnent centers to the
secretary for the required inspections;

(I') Monitor and audit regional support networks and |icensed
service providers as needed to assure conpliance with contractual
agreenents authorized by this chapter;

(m Adopt such rules as are necessary to inplenent the departnent's
responsi bilities under this chapter; and

(n) Assure the availability of an appropriate anmount, as determ ned
by the legislature in the operating budget by anmounts appropriated for
this specific purpose, of community-based, geographically distributed
residential services.

(6) The secretary shall use avail able resources only for regional
support networks, except to the extent authorized, and in accordance
with any priorities or conditions specified, in the biennial
appropriations act.

(7) Each certified regional support network and |icensed service
provider shall file with the secretary, on request, such data,
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statistics, schedules, and information as the secretary reasonably
requires. A certified regional support network or |icensed service
provi der which, wthout good cause, fails to furnish any data,
statistics, schedules, or information as requested, or files fraudul ent

reports thereof, my have its certification or |icense revoked or
suspended.

(8 The secretary may suspend, revoke, Ilimt, or restrict a
certification or license, or refuse to grant a certification or |icense
for failure to conform to: (a) The law, (b) applicable rules and

regul ations; (c) applicable standards; or (d) state m ni num standards.
(9) The superior court nmay restrain any regional support network or
service provider fromoperating without certification or a license or

any other violation of this section. The court may also review,
pursuant to procedures contained in chapter 34.05 RCW any denial,
suspension, limtation, restriction, or revocation of certification or

license, and grant other relief required to enforce the provisions of
this chapter.

(10) Upon petition by the secretary, and after hearing held upon
reasonable notice to the facility, the superior court nmay issue a
warrant to an officer or enployee of the secretary authorizing himor
her to enter at reasonable tinmes, and exam ne the records, books, and
accounts of any regional support network or service provider refusing
to consent to inspection or exam nation by the authority.

(11) Notw thstandi ng the existence or pursuit of any other renedy,
the secretary may file an action for an injunction or other process
agai nst any person or governnental unit to restrain or prevent the
establ i shment, conduct, or operation of a regional support network or
service provider without certification or a |license under this chapter.

(12) The standards for certification of evaluation and treatnent
facilities shall include standards relating to naintenance of good
physi cal and nental health and other services to be afforded persons
pursuant to this chapter and chapters 71.05 and 71.34 RCW and shall
ot herwi se assure the effectuation of the purposes of these chapters.

(13)(a) The departnent, in consultation with affected parties,
shall establish a distribution fornmula that reflects regional needs
assessnents based on the nunber of persons who are acutely nentally
ill, chronically nentally ill, severely enotionally disturbed children
and seriously disturbed. The fornmula shall take into consideration the
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i npact on regions of denographic factors which result in concentrations
of priority populations as set forth in subsection (5)(b) of this
section. These factors shall include the popul ation concentrations
resulting fromcomm tnents under chapters 71.05 and 71.34 RCWto state
psychiatric hospitals, as well as concentration in urban areas, at
border crossings at state boundaries, and other significant denographic
and wor kl oad factors.

(b) The formula shall also include a projection of the funding
allocations that wll result for each region, which specifies
al l ocations according to priority popul ations, including the allocation
for services to children and ot her underserved popul ati ons.

(c) After July 1, 2003, the departnent may allocate up to ((+we))
five percent of ((tetal+unds)) available resources to be distributed
to the regional support networks for incentive paynents to reward the
achi evenent of superior outconmes, or significantly inproved outcones,
as neasured by a statew de performance neasurenent system consi stent
wth the framework recommended in the joint legislative audit and
review conmttee's performance audit of the nental health system The
departnent shall annually report to the legislature on its criteria and
all ocation of the incentives provided under this subsection.

(14) The secretary shall assune all duties assigned to the
nonparti ci pati ng regi onal support networks under chapters 71.05, 71.34,
and 71.24 RCW Such responsibilities shall include those which would
have been assigned to the nonparticipating counties in regions where
there are not participating regional support networks.

The regional support networks, or the secretary's assunption of all
responsibilities under chapters 71.05, 71.34, and 71.24 RCW shall be
included in all state and federal plans affecting the state nenta
health programincluding at | east those required by this chapter, the
medi caid program and P.L. 99-660. Not hing in these plans shall be
inconsistent wwth the intent and requirenents of this chapter.

(15) The secretary shall:

(a) Disburse funds for the regional support networks within sixty
days of approval of the biennial contract. The departnment nust either
approve or reject the biennial contract within sixty days of receipt.

(b) Enter into biennial contracts with regi onal support networks.
The contracts shall be consistent with available resources. No
contract shall be approved that does not include progress toward

SB 6696 p. 12
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meeting the goals of this chapter by taking responsibility for: (1)
Short-term commtnents; (ii) residential care; and (iii) energency
response systens.

(c) Notify regional support networks of their allocation of
avai l abl e resources at |east sixty days prior to the start of a new
bi enni al contract period.

(d) Deny funding allocations to regional support networks based
solely upon formal findings of nonconpliance wth the terns of the
regi onal support network's contract with the departnent. ((Witten

. I | hi I : . I
I on. I ’ . | I hall | il
' - ))

(16) The departnent, in cooperation with the state congressiona
del egation, shall actively seek waivers of federal requirenents and
such nodifications of federal regulations as are necessary to allow
federal nedicaid reinbursenent for services provided by free-standing
evaluation and treatnent facilities certified under chapter 71.05 RCW
The departnment shall periodically report its efforts to the appropriate
commttees of the senate and the house of representatives.

Sec. 6. RCW72.23.010 and 2000 ¢ 22 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter,
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Court" means the superior court of the state of WAashi ngton.

(2) "Departnment"” neans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(3) "Enployee" neans an enpl oyee as defined in RCW49. 17. 020.

(4) "Licensed physician" neans an individual permtted to practice
as a physician under the laws of the state, or a nedical officer,
simlarly qualified, of the governnment of the United States while in
this state in performance of his or her official duties.

(5) "Long-terminpatient care" neans inpatient services for persons
commtted for intensive treatnent for periods of ninety days or greater
under chapter 71.05 RCW "Long-term inpatient care" as used in this
chapter does not include services for individuals commtted under
chapter 71.05 RCWwho are receiving services pursuant to a conditional
release or a court-ordered less restrictive alternative to detention
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(6) "Mentally ill person" neans any person who, pursuant to the
definitions contained in RCW 71.05.020, as a result of a nental
di sorder presents a |likelihood of serious harmto others or hinself or
herself or is gravely disabl ed.

((66))) (7) "Patient" means a person under observation, care, or
treatment in a state hospital, or a person found nmentally ill by the
court, and not discharged froma state hospital, or other facility, to
whi ch such person had been ordered hospitalized.

((6H)) (8) "Resident" neans a resident of the state of Washi ngton

((68))) (9) "Secretary" nmeans the secretary of social and health
servi ces.

((69Y)) (10) "State hospital"” neans any hospital, including a child
study and treatnent center, operated and maintained by the state of
Washi ngton for the care of the nentally ill.

((£28)y)) (11) "Superintendent" nmeans the superintendent of a state
hospi t al

((xH)) (12) "Violence" or "violent act" mnmeans any physical
assault or attenpted physical assault against an enpl oyee or patient of
a state hospital.

Wherever used in this chapter, the mnmasculine shall include the
fem nine and the singular shall include the plural.

Sec. 7. RCW 72.23.025 and 1998 c 245 s 141 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) It is the intent of the legislature to inprove the quality of
service at state hospitals, elimnate overcrowdi ng, and nore
specifically define the role of the state hospitals. The |legislature
i ntends that eastern and western state hospitals shall becone clinical
centers for handling the nost conplicated l|long-term care needs of
patients with a primary diagnosis of nmental disorder. ((OS+er—thehext

REW-)) To this end, the legislature intends that funds appropriated
for nmental health progranms, including funds for regional support
networks and the state hospitals be used for persons with primry
di agnosi s of nental disorder. The legislature finds that establishnent
of the eastern state hospital board, the western state hospital board,
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and institutes for the study and treatnent of nental disorders at both
eastern state hospital and western state hospital will be instrunmental
in inmplenmenting the |egislative intent.

(2)(a) The eastern state hospital board and the western state
hospital board are each established. Menbers of the boards shall be
appoi nted by the governor with the consent of the senate. Each board
shal | incl ude:

(1) The director of the institute for the study and treatnent of
ment al di sorders established at the hospital;

(ii) One famly nmenber of a current or recent hospital resident;

(1i1) One consuner of services;

(tv) One community nmental health service provider;

(v) Two citizens with no financial or professional interest in
ment al heal th services;

(vi) One representative of the regional support network in which
the hospital is |ocated,

(vii) One representative fromthe staff who is a physician;

(viii) One representative fromthe nursing staff;

(i1 x) One representative fromthe other professional staff;

(x) One representative fromthe nonprofessional staff; and

(xi) One representative of a mnority conmunity.

(b) At least one representative listed in (a)(viii), (ix), or (x)
of this subsection shall be a union nenber.

(c) Menbers shall serve four-year terns. Menmbers of the board
shall be reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03. 050
and 43.03.060 and shall receive conpensation as provided in RCW
43. 03. 240.

(3) The boards established under this section shall:

(a) Monitor the operation and activities of the hospital;

(b) Review and advise on the hospital budget;

(c) Make recommendations to the governor and the l|egislature for
i nproving the quality of service provided by the hospital

(d) Monitor and review the activities of the hospital in
i npl enenting the intent of the legislature set forth in this section;
and

(e) Consult with the secretary regardi ng persons the secretary may
sel ect as the superintendent of the hospital whenever a vacancy occurs.
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(4)(a) There is established at eastern state hospital and western
state hospital, institutes for the study and treatnment of nental
di sorders. The institutes shall be operated by joint operating
agreenents between state coll eges and universities and the departnent
of social and health services. The institutes are intended to conduct
training, research, and clinical program devel opnment activities that
will directly benefit nentally ill persons receiving treatnment in
Washi ngton state by performng the follow ng activities:

(i) Pronote recruitnent and retention of highly qualified
professionals at the state hospitals and comunity nental health
progr ans;

(ti) Inmprove clinical care by exploring new, innovative, and
scientifically based treatnent nmodel s  for persons presenting
particularly difficult and conplicated clinical syndrones;

(iii1) Provide expanded training opportunities for existing staff at
the state hospitals and conmmunity nental health prograns;

(iv) Pronote bilateral wunderstanding of treatnent orientation,
possibilities, and chall enges between state hospital professionals and
community nental health professionals.

(b) To acconplish these purposes the institutes may, within funds
appropriated for this purpose:

(1) Enter joint operating agreenents with state universities or
other institutions of higher education to acconplish the placenent and
training of students and faculty in psychiatry, psychology, social
wor k, occupational therapy, nursing, and other relevant professions at
the state hospitals and conmunity nental heal th prograns;

(ii) Design and inplenment clinical research projects to inprove the
quality and effectiveness of state hospital services and operations;

(ti1) Enter into agreenents with comunity nental health service
providers to acconplish the exchange of professional staff between the
state hospitals and community nental health service providers;

(iv) Establish a student Iloan forgiveness and conditiona
schol arship program to retain qualified professionals at the state
hospital s and community nental health providers when the secretary has
determ ned a shortage of such professionals exists.

(c) Notw thstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary,
the institutes my enter into agreenents with the departnent or the
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state hospitals which nmay involve changes in staffing necessary to
i npl ement i nproved patient care prograns contenplated by this section.

(d) The institutes are authorized to seek and accept public or
private gifts, grants, contracts, or donations to acconplish their
pur poses under this section.

--- END ---

p. 17 SB 6696



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.
	Section 6.
	Section 7.

