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SENATE BI LL 6834

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach, Benson and Benton

Read first time 01/26/2006. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Rel ating to the special sex offender sentencing alternative;
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that nost child sexua
abuse victins know or are related to their offenders and often express
a wish that the offenders receive treatnent. The |egislature further
finds that a primary rationale for the enactnent of the special sex
of fender sentencing alternative was that many victins, child victins in
particular, mght not cooperate with the prosecution if the only
possi bl e outconme was incarceration w thout treatnent.

Since enactnent of the sentencing alternative, no systematic

eval uation of the sentencing alternative's inpact on victinms has been
conducted. The legislature intends such an analysis be conducted to
assist the legislature in determning the extent to which the
sentencing alternative continues to serve the purposes for which it was
enact ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall contract with the Harborview nedi cal center
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sexual assault center to conduct a study of the inpact on victins of
t he special sex offender sentencing alternative from noney appropri ated
by the legislature. The study shall include a geographically diverse
sanple of at least two hundred victins whose offenders received the
sentencing alternative at |east four years prior to the conmencenent of
t he study.

(2) The study shall include, at a mninmum an analysis of:

(a) Victinse' attitudes and perceptions about the sentencing
alternative before sentencing and after their offenders' participation
in the sentencing alternative;

(b) If victinms' attitudes and perceptions changed over tine, the
vari abl es i nfluencing the changes; and

(c) The relationship, if any, between victins' attitudes and
perceptions about the sentencing alternative and their current
psychol ogi cal and social functioning.

(3) Not later than Decenber 1, 2007, the center shall report to the
| egislature on the results of this study. The report shall include a
description of the nethodol ogy used to conduct the study, the findings
and conclusions resulting fromthe analysis conducted in the study, and
recommendations, if any, on ways to inprove the sentencing alternative
to better serve the purposes for which it was created.

~-- END ---
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