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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8006

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Benton, Swecker, Delvin and Stevens

Read first time 01/24/2005. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

TO THE HONORABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The security of our nation and people is the first and
forenost obligation of our United States federal governnent; and

VWHEREAS, The nen and wonen of our United States arned forces now
serving in the Arny, Navy, Ar Force, Mirine Corps, Coast Quard,
Merchant Marines, National Guard, and Reserves have shown great courage
and sel f-sacrifice and deserve to be equi pped with the best weapons and
resources to protect our nation; and

VWHEREAS, | n past years politicians have del ayed passing the defense
appropriations bill until late in the budget year so that the defense
appropriations bill was msused as a dunping ground for pork barrel
spending and as a political hostage to pork barrel spending in other
appropriations bills; and
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VWHEREAS, In the wake of the terrorist attacks of Septenber 11,
2001, on Anerica, President Bush asked that the Congress of the United
States pass the defense appropriations bill before passing other
spending bills; and

VWHEREAS, Congress acted responsibly in the 2002, 2003, and 2004
budgets when it passed the defense appropriations bill first, thereby
protecting the nmen and wonen in our armed forces from becom ng pawns
for politicians' spendi ng nmaneuvers;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists comend Congress for making our
nation's defense its first priority in 2002, 2003, and 2004, and
request that the Representatives and Senators from our state continue
this inportant tradition by passing and enacting the defense
appropriations |legislation before all other spending bills in 2005 and
in future years.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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