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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8024

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Carrell, Rasnmussen, Kastama, Swecker, Franklin, Schm dt
and Regal a

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONORABLE DOUGLAS B. MACDONALD, SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATI ON,
AND TO THE WASHI NGTON STATE TRANSPORTATION COWM SSION, AND TO THE
WASHI NGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The 81st Arnor Brigade, formed in 1968, is a unit of the
Washi ngton Arnmy National Guard and includes arnored, infantry, and
cavalry battalions; and

VWHEREAS, The 81st Arnor Brigade is conposed of 4,000 Guardsnen,
i ncludi ng 3,400 nen and wonen from Washi ngton state; and

VWHEREAS, The 81st Arnor Brigade was redesignated the 81st Brigade
Conmbat Team prior to deploynent; and

WHEREAS, The 81st Brigade Conbat Team traveled to Fort Irwn,
California and the National Training Center in February of 2004 to
prepare for their deploynent; and

WHEREAS, | mmedi ately thereafter, the 81st Brigade Conbat Team was
deployed to Iragq, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the 81st Brigade Conbat Team were stationed at
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| ocations across Iraq, i ncluding Mosul, Bal ad, Baghdad, t he
I nternational Airport, and various other |ocations in southern Iraq,
including Tallil A r Base; and

VWHEREAS, The 81st Brigade Conbat Team di sti ngui shed t hensel ves by
successfully conducting 9,075 conbat patrols, 77 conbat raids, 197
cordon and searches, and participated in 162 conbat engagenents; and

WHEREAS, The last large group of the 81st Brigade Conbat Team
returned on March 31, 2005; and

WHEREAS, The nonth of March al so marked the return of several other
smal  er, though no | ess inportant Washi ngton Arny National Guard units,
including the 116th and 248th Rear Area Operations Centers, nenbers of
the 341st Mlitary Intelligence Battalion, the 122nd Mobile Public
Affairs Detachnent, and Field Support Team Favero of the Information
QOper ati ons Support Center; and

VWHEREAS, Two hundred soldiers suffered injury or illness; and

WHEREAS, W w Il never forget the ten soldiers from the 81st
Bri gade who were killed in conbat; and

WHEREAS, The citizens of Washington state wish to acknow edge and
menorialize their gratitude to all of the nenbers of the 81st Brigade
Conmbat Team who served their country so courageously and honorably;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that the
Washi ngton State Transportati on Comm ssion commence proceedi ngs to nane
the Berkeley Street crossing of Interstate Five in the city of Lakewood
the "Freedom Bri dge."

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable Douglas MacDonal d, Secretary of
Transportation, the Washington State Transportati on Conmm ssion, and the
Washi ngton State Departnent of Transportation

~-- END ---
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