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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8027

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Senator Morton

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONORABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, Seals, sea lions, pikem nnow, bull trout, conmon nerganser
ducks, Caspian terns, double-crested cornorants, ring-billed gulls, and
California gulls are active predators upon anadronous fish such as
sal non and steel head trout; and

VWHEREAS, Anadronous fish populations are significantly reduced in
nunbers t hroughout Washi ngton state, and sone stocks have been |isted
as threatened or endangered species; and

VWHEREAS, Many nore anadronous fish stocks are likely to be |isted
as threatened or endangered; and

VWHEREAS, In order to allow certain sal non and steel head popul ati ons
to recover and be sustained at viable levels, it will be necessary to
have nore flexibility to nmanage known predators in identifiable areas
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where they cause unacceptable nortality levels in specific fish runs;
and

VWHEREAS, Wil e anendnents to the federal Marine Mammal Protection
Act allow for lethal renoval of problemseals or sea Iions, the process
established to do so is cunbersome and tinme-consuming and wll do
little to protect the fish; and

WHEREAS, O her predators such as pikem nnow, bull trout, common
mer ganser ducks, Caspian terns, double-crested cornorants, ring-billed
gulls, and California gulls continue their predation of anadronous
fish;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
allow for a nobre commobn-sense approach to managing predators of
anadronous fish stocks, especially those species |isted as threatened
or endangered, and that the approach incorporate reasonabl e, bal anced,
and prudent controls of such predators in Washi ngton state, including
the use of |ess cunbersone |ethal and nonlethal renoval options when
and where necessary. In asking for this relief, it is not our
intention to decinmate or elimnate anadronous fish predators but to
prot ect anadronous fish.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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