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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8030

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senators Kline, Regala, Milliken, Esser, Pflug, Swecker, Franklin,
Rockefel |l er and Poul sen

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Since early 2003, a conflict between forces of the
CGovernnent of the Republic of Sudan, including mlitia forces backed by
the Governnent, and rebel forces in the inpoverished Darfur region of
west ern Sudan has resulted in attacks by ground and air forces of the
Gover nnment of Sudan agai nst innocent civilians and undefended vill ages
in the region; and

VWHEREAS, The mlitia forces backed by the Governnent of Sudan have
al so engaged in the use of rape as a weapon of war, the abduction of
children, the destruction of food and water sources, and the deliberate
and systematic mani pul ati on and deni al of humanitarian assistance for
t he people of the Darfur region; and

VWHEREAS, On Decenber 18, 2003, United Nations Undersecretary
CGeneral for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egel and decl ared that the Darfur
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regi on was probably "the world's worst humanitarian catastrophe,” and
in April 2004 reported to the United Nations Security Council that in
Darfur, "a sequence of deliberate actions has been observed that seem
ainmed at achieving a specific objective: The forcible and long-term
di spl acenent of the targeted communities which my also be terned
"ethnic cleansing'"; and

WHEREAS, On February 17, 2004, Amesty International reported that
it "continues to receive details of horrifying attacks against
civilians in villages by governnent warplanes, sol di ers, and
progovernnent mlitia"; and

WHEREAS, Doctors Wthout Borders, the Nobel Peace Prize-w nning
medi cal humanitarian relief organization and one of the few aid groups
on the ground in the Darfur region, reported that the region is the
scene of "catastrophic nortality rates"; and

WHEREAS, On April 20, the United Nations Ofice of the High
Comm ssioner for Human Rights delayed the release of a report citing
gross human rights abuses, crinmes against humanity, and war crines
commtted in Darfur in a bid to gain access to Sudan for investigators;
and

VWHEREAS, The Governnment of Sudan continues to deny humanitarian
assistance for the people of the Darfur region by denying them
unrestricted access to humanitarian aid organi zations, resulting in the
| onest rate of humanitarian access in twenty-one nonths; and

WHEREAS, Nearly three mllion people affected by the conflict in
the Darfur region have renmai ned beyond the reach of aid agencies trying
to provide essential humanitarian assistance, and United Nations aid
agencies estimate that nore than two mllion people have been di spl aced
wi t hi n Sudan; and

WHEREAS, During the first week of Decenber, the seventh Sudanese
peace talk has failed; and

VWHEREAS, On Decenber 8, Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced t hat
the situation in Darfur was worsening because all parties were not
respecting their cease-fire agreenent; and

WHEREAS, There has been an increase in the nunber of harassnents,
threats, and anmbushes on humanitarian workers; and

VWHEREAS, The United Nations Security Council has initiated an
investigation to determne if human rights abuses have been conmtted
in the Darfur region;
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NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
President of the United States use all political and econom c neans
necessary to bring about a peaceful solution to the crisis and stop the
deat hs of thousands of innocent people every day, including:

(1) Calling on the CGovernnent of Sudan to grant full,
unconditional, and imediate access to Darfur to humanitarian aid
organi zations, the human rights investigation and humanitarian teans of
the United Nations, and an international nonitoring teamin conpliance
with the tenporary cease-fire agreenent that is based in Darfur and has
the support of the United States and the European Uni on;

(2) Encouraging the Adm nistrator of the United States Agency for
I nternational Developnent to work with donors to develop a plan to
preposition and deliver humanitarian assistance to Darfur, including a
plan for delivery of food by air if necessary;

(3) Directing the Secretary of State to develop a plan for further
bilateral and nultilateral action in the event the Governnent of Sudan
fails to imedi atel y undertake the actions called for in subsection (1)
of this Menorial, including a plan to seek a Security Counci
resol ution addressing the Darfur situation;

(4) Drecting the United States Representative to the United
Nat i ons to:

(a) Seek an official investigation by the United Nations to
determne if crimes against hunmanity have been committed by the
Government of Sudan in the Darfur region;

(b) Work with the international community to ensure that the
individuals responsible for crinmes against humanity in Darfur are
accountable for their actions; and

(c) Provide an effective system to ensure that wtnesses and
victins are protected during the process of fact-finding and evi dence
gathering in the investigation of human rights abuses.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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