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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8033

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Senators Thi baudeau, Keiser, Franklin and Jacobsen

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Each year nore than five hundred twenty-nine thousand
wonen die from conplications of pregnancy and childbirth and fifty
mllion wonen suffer from sonme adverse health consequence as a result
of childbirth; and

VWHEREAS, Roughly two hundred one mllion wonmen in |owincone
countries would use safe, effective contraception nethods if they were
avai l abl e; and

VWHEREAS, Mire than forty-two mllion people are infected wth
H V/ AIDS today, with fourteen thousand new i nfections every day, half
of which are wonen; and

VWHEREAS, An estimated eighty-two mllion girls currently living in
| ow-i ncone countries will be married before their eighteenth birthdays;
and
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VWHEREAS, An estimated one hundred thirty mllion girls and wonen
have undergone fermal e genital cutting; and

WHEREAS, As many as one in every three wonen in the world has been
beat en, coerced into sex, or abused in sone other way; and

VWHEREAS, The United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) is the | argest
source of international assistance for wonen's health care -- including
famly planning, maternal health, and H 'V prevention -- in nore than
one hundred forty countries around the world; and

VWHEREAS, UNFPA is a leader in international efforts to pronote the
rights of wonen through education and the prevention of gender-based
vi ol ence; and

WHEREAS, UNFPA is a | eader in providing humanitarian assi stance for
the particular needs of wonen in disaster and postconflict situations;
and

VWHEREAS, The United States hel ped found UNFPA and has historically
been its | eadi ng supporter; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Congress approved one hundred twenty-
seven mllion dollars in fiscal years 2002-2005 for UNFPA, but these
funds have been w thheld by the Bush Adm ni stration; and

WHEREAS, The United States decision to wthhold critical funds from
UNFPA is depriving wonen of vital health services and prograns that
hel p them nove beyond the traditional roles assigned to themthat they
may not want, so that they can nore fully participate in society;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States governnment renew funding for UNFPA to pronote the health and
rights of wonen around the worl d.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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