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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8036

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Senators Benton and Roach

Read first time 01/25/2006. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The Fifth Anmendnent of the Constitution states, in part
"nor shall private property be taken for public use, wthout just
conpensation"; and

VWHEREAS, Kelo vs. the Cty of New London gave | ocal governnents and
municipalities the power to seize private property for private
enterprises in order to increase tax revenue and stimulate economc
devel opnent, not for any public use or purpose; and

VWHEREAS, This interpretation of the em nent domain power infringes
upon the nost fundanental of rights and endangers property owners
across the nation; and

VWHEREAS, Article |, section 8 of the Constitution states, in part
"Congress shall have the power to ... pronote the progress of science
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and useful arts, by securing for limted tines to authors and inventors
the exclusive right to their respective witings and discoveries"; and

WHEREAS, The exclusive right of authors and inventors to their
intellectual property is being subjected to increased infringenent and
threats of infringenent by both public and private entities, ranging
from global piracy to illegal sharing of content files on college
canpuses to governnent abrogation; and

WHEREAS, State |legislatures and Congress have the duty to limt
both public and private infringenments of private entities' rights to
t he use and enjoynent of physical and intellectual property on matters
within the authority of the |egislatures, and to oppose such violations
on matters without their authority;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States Congress join with the State Legislatures and work to restore,
protect, and enhance intellectual and physical property rights by
reviewi ng present federal |aw, pending federal Ilegislation, and all
trade agreenents.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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