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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8038

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senators MAuliffe, Pridenore, Kohl-Wlles, Shin, Berkey and
Wi nstein; by request of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORCGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Washi ngton State supports, believes in, and pursues the
goal of No Child Left Behind, all students achieving at high |evels;
and

VWHEREAS, The state wel cones the additional support No Child Left
Behi nd has brought to focus on quality education, the inprovenents
needed to reach all children, and the urgency nationwide to close
achi evenent gaps; and

VWHEREAS, The state supports a feasible and fair accountability
system and

VWHEREAS, Washington State has attained approval and is in
conpliance wth the requirenents provided in the regul ations; and

VWHEREAS, There are several nmmjor areas in regulations and | aw, that
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if inproved, will support successful inplementation of No Child Left
Behi nd; and

WHEREAS, Students with limted English proficiency are in their
program because they cannot speak, read, or wite English and therefore
need nore appropriate neasures for accountability; and

WHEREAS, All students, all schools, and all districts do not
inprove on a uniform basis across any state, and Washington State's
former state accountability goals along with the required state uniform
bar woul d provide a nore educationally sound nodel; and

WHEREAS, The act inposes a significant testing burden on states,
schools, and districts and unless appropriate federal funding is
provided for adm nistering and scoring quality |large scal e assessnents
in the new grade levels required, states should be allowed to continue
to assess students annually in selected grades in elenentary school s,
m ddl e schools, and high schools and even if funding is provided for
t hese assessnents in the new grade | evels, states should be able to use
that funding to assess students in a variety of ways that would inform
i nprovenents in instruction but would not have to neet the extensive
techni cal standards now required; and

WHEREAS, The act inposes significant costs on the state and | ocal
school districts, teachers, and paraprofessionals; and

VWHEREAS, These costs include the adm nistration of newy required
assessnments, and the <costs of staff developnent, certification
upgr ades, and cour sework;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
President and Congress of the United States work together wth state
| egi slatures and the United States Departnent of Education to raise
aut horized funding levels of the No Child Left Behind Act funding to
cover a substantial percentage of the costs that states and districts
will incur to carry out these recomendations, and fully fund the | aw
at those levels wthout reducing expenditures for other education
prograns and to inprove | anguage in the Act and regul ati ons concerni ng
its inplenmentation, to make inprovenents to address the issues raised
inthis Menorial, and to grant the tine, flexibility, and changes that
w I | ensure successful nationw de inplenmentation of the No Child Left
Behi nd Act.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
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1 States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
2 House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
3 Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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