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S-4729. 1

SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8039

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Senators Brown, Kohl-Welles, Franklin, Pridenore and Thi baudeau

Read first time 01/30/2006. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORCGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER COF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Nearly one mllion residents of Washington state receive
heal th coverage through Medi care and thus becane eligible to purchase
prescription drug coverage through the Medicare Part D program on
January 1, 2006; and

WHEREAS, Medicare beneficiaries nust now navigate a new, conplex
system for purchasing coverage and receiving prescription drug
benefits; and

VWHEREAS, Nearly 100,000 of the 6.4 mllion Anericans eligible for
bot h Medi care and Medicaid, dual eligibles, live in Washi ngton State;
and

VWHEREAS, Dual eligibles are sicker and poorer than other Medicare
beneficiaries, wth nore than half of all dual eligibles requiring
assistance with activities of daily living, with higher rates of
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chronic diseases than other Medi care beneficiaries including
Al zhei nmer' s di sease, diabetes, pul nonary di sease, and stroke, and with
nore than sixty percent of dual eligibles living below the poverty
| evel ; and

WHEREAS, Dual eligibles in this state and across the nation have
encountered nunerous problens during the first weeks of inplenenting
t he new Medi care prescription drug program and

VWHEREAS, Those problens have included incorrectly charging dual
eligibles the $250 deductible that they are exenpt from because of
their lowincones and failing to consistently informthemthat they are
all owed to have a 30-day refill of all drugs; and

VWHEREAS, Even nodest copays of $1 to $3 per prescription for dua
eligibles can becone barriers to purchasing |ife-enhancing nedicines
when the recipients have 10 to 20 prescriptions a nonth and often |ive
on |l ess than $600 a nonth; and

VWHEREAS, The last thing we want to see happen to an already
vul nerable population is a worsening of their health conditions
resulting frombarriers to pronpt access to their nmedicines resulting
frominpl enentati on of Medicare Part D, and

WHEREAS, Each prescription drug plan has a different fornulary,
di fferent copaynent s, and varied cost-sharing that Medi car e
beneficiaries have struggled to understand in order to determ ne which
plan has a fornmulary that not only includes nost or all of the
beneficiaries' drugs but is also the best value; and

WHEREAS, Many states will have additional costs associated with the
cl awback provision of the Medicare law, which requires states to
rei nburse the federal governnent for the costs of dual eligibles based
on a fornmula that may not accurately reflect actual costs and nunbers
of these enroll ees;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Congress and the Adm nistration address these concerns through rule
meki ng and, as necessary, through changes to the Medi care Mdernization
Act, by specifically doing the foll ow ng:

(1) Upgrading the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid s custoner
service systemto assist clients seeking information;

(2) Providing additional financial resources to the states to
| essen the burden of copays on dual eligibles, particularly those who
rely upon nultiple prescriptions to maintain their health;
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(3) Extending the enrollnment period beyond the My 15, 2006,
deadl i ne;

(4) Requiring all health plans that contract with the Centers for
Medi care and Medicaid Services to provide uniformtransition policies
that provide a 30-day supply of needed drugs;

(5) Reinbursing states and pharmacists who have been forced to
assunme the burden of the costs for covering individuals who have fallen
t hrough the cracks; and

(6) Repealing the prohibition on the use of Medicaid funds to
provi de: W aparound Medicare prescription drug benefits for the
transition of dual eligibles; copaynents for dual eligibles and | ow
i ncone beneficiaries; and needed coverage if a particular plan's
restricted fornmulary or network denies access to the nost nedically
appropriate nedi cations.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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