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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8040

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Senator Thi baudeau

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONORABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS,  Qur nation possesses a mlitary capacity that s
unprecedented in the world's history and w thout parallel anong the
sovereign states of the world today; and

VWHEREAS, War, in and of itself, is not an answer, and should only
be engaged in as a |last resort when all other possibilities have been
exhaust ed; and

VWHEREAS, Peace is anong the highest ideals articulated by Anmerican
presidents from Thomas Jefferson to Ronal d Reagan; and

VWHEREAS, Thonmas Jefferson said in 1801 "That peace, safety, and
concord may be the portion of our native |and, and be | ong enjoyed by
our fellow citizens, is the nost ardent wi sh of ny heart"; and

VWHEREAS, Dwi ght Ei senhower said "I think people want peace so badly

p. 1 SIJM 8040



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NNRRRRIRRRRPR R
A WO NPEFEP O OOONO OO P WDNPE O

t hat one of these days governnent had better get out of the way and | et
t hem have it"; and

VWHEREAS, In 1984, President Ronald Reagan signed into |aw
| egislation creating the United States Institute of Peace; and

WHEREAS, Qur experience in Iraq denonstrates that war can have
uni nt ended consequences, such as underm ning our nation's standing as
a beacon of denocratic ideals; and

WHEREAS, Remaining a light anong nations will require that we
becone better known and nore respected for our ability to nake peace
t han war; and

VWHEREAS, Peace, if it is to be lasting, nmust be advanced and
expanded and strengthened continually and cannot be achieved w thout a
concerted comm tnment fromour nation's |eaders;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Congress and the President of the United States create a national
Department of Peace and Nonviolence that is provided with sufficient
resources to take a strategi c approach to the devel opnent of policies
that pronote national and international peace through the use of
medi ati on and nonvi ol ent action to resolve conflict and advance peace.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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