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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 8215

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Esser, Finkbeiner, OCke and Mulliken

Read first time 02/24/2005. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article Ill, section 4 of the Constitution of the state of Wshi ngton
to read as foll ows:

Article 111, section 4. The returns of every election for the
officers named in the first section of this article shall be seal ed up
and transmtted to the seat of governnent by the returning officers,
directed to the secretary of state, who shall ((delH—verthe sametothe

I ¢ the | : . I T . F ¢
house—thereatter—who—shal—epen—publsh—and)) canvass the returns,
declare the result thereof in the presence of a mgjority of the nenbers
of both houses, and transmt a certified copy to the governor. The
person having the highest nunber of votes shall be declared duly
elected, and a certificate thereof shall be given to such person,

si gned by the ((prestdingoffiecers—ofboth—houses)) secretary of state;

but if any two or nore shall be highest and equal in votes for the sane
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office, one of them shall be chosen by ((the—fe+rnt—vote—of—both
houses)) lot in a procedure conducted publicly by the secretary of

state. Contested elections for such officers shall be decided by the
((tegistature)) courts in such manner as shall be determ ned by |aw.
The terns of all officers naned in section one of this article shal
commence on the second Monday in January after their election unti
ot herwi se provided by |aw.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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