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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5983

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Hi gher Education
(originally sponsored by Senators Pflug, Schmdt, Esser, Delvin and
Benson)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to professional certification of teachers; adding
a new section to chapter 28A 410 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the inportance of
ongoi ng professional devel opnent and growh for teachers wth the goal
of inproving student achievenent. It is the intent of the |legislature
to ensure that professional certification is admnistered in such a way
as to ensure that the professional devel opnment and growth of i ndividual
teachers is directly aligned to their current and future teaching
responsibilities as professional educators.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

The agency responsi ble for educator certification shall adopt rules
for professional certification that:

(1) Provide maxinmum program choice for applicants, pronote
portability anong progranms, and pronbte naximm efficiency for
applicants in attaining professional certification;
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(2) Require professional certification no earlier than the fifth
year following the year that the teacher first conpletes provisiona
status, with an automatic two-year extension upon enroll nent;

(3) Gant professional certification to any teacher who attains
certification from the national board for professional teaching
st andar ds;

(4) Permt any teacher currently enrolled in or participating in a
program | eading to professional certification to continue the program
under adm nistrative rules in place when the teacher began the program

(5) Provide criteria for the approval of educational service
districts, beginning no |ater than August 31, 2007, to offer prograns
| eading to professional certification. The rules shall be witten to
encourage institutions of higher education and educational service
districts to partner with I ocal school districts or consortia of school
districts, as appropriate, to provide instruction for teachers seeking
prof essional certification;

(6) Encourage institutions of hi gher education to offer
professional certificate coursework as continuing education credit
hours. This shall not prevent an institution of higher education from
providing the option of including the professional «certification
requi renents as part of a master's degree program

(7) Provide criteria for a liaison relationship between approved
prograns and school districts in which applicants are enpl oyed;

(8) Ildentify an expedited professional certification process for
out-of-state teachers who have five years or nore of successful
teaching experience to denonstrate skills and inpact on student
| earning commensurate w th Washington requirenents for professiona
certification. The rules may require these teachers, within one year
of the time they begin to teach in the state's public schools, take a
course in or show evidence that they can teach to the state's essenti al
academ c learning requirenents; and

(9) ldentify an evaluation process of approved prograns that
includes a review of the program coursework and applicant coursework

load requirenents, linkages of prograns to individual teacher
prof essional growh plans, |inkages to school district and school
i nprovenent plans, and, to the extent possible, |inkages to school

district professional enrichnment and growh prograns for teachers,
where such prograns are in place in school districts. The agency shal

ESSB 5983. PL p. 2
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provide a prelimnary report on the evaluation process to the senate
and house of representatives commttees on education policy by Novenber
1, 2005. The board shall identify:

(a) A process for awardi ng conditional approval of a programthat
shal |l include annual evaluations of the programuntil the programis
awar ded full approval;

(b) A less intensive evaluation cycle every three years once a
programreceives full approval unless the responsible agency has reason
to intensify the eval uation;

(c) A nethod for investigating prograns that have received nunerous
conplaints from students enrolled in the program and from those
recently conpleting the program

(d) A nmethod for investigating prograns at the reasonable
di scretion of the agency; and

(e) A nethod for using, in the evaluation, both program conpl eter
satisfaction responses and data on the inpact of educators who have
obt ai ned professional certification on student work and achi evenent.

~-- END ---
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