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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3120

Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Judi ci ary

(originally sponsor ed by
Representatives Lantz, Priest, Kirby and WI

| i ans)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to notice requirenents for tort clains against
state and |ocal governnents and their officers, enployees, or
vol unteers; and anendi ng RCW 4. 92.100, 4.92.110, and 4.96. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW4.92.100 and 2002 ¢ 332 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

All clains against the state, or against the state's officers,
enpl oyees, or volunteers, acting in such capacity, for danmages arising
out of tortious conduct shall be presented to and filed with the risk
managenent di vi si on. Al such clainms shall be verified and shall
accurately describe the conduct and circunstances whi ch brought about
the injury or danmage, describe the injury or damage, state the tinme and
pl ace the injury or damage occurred, state the nanes of all persons
i nvol ved, if known, and shall contain the anount of danmages cl ai ned,
together with a statenent of the actual residence of the claimnt at
the time of presenting and filing the claim and for a period of six
mont hs i mredi ately prior to the tine the claimarose. |If the claimnt
is incapacitated fromverifying, presenting, and filing the claimor if
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the claimant is a mnor, or is a nonresident of the state, the claim
may be verified, presented, and filed on behalf of the claimnt by any
rel ative, attorney, or agent representing the claimant.

Wth respect to the content of such clains this section shall be
liberally construed so that substantial conpliance will be deened
satisfactory.

Sec. 2. RCW4.92.110 and 2002 ¢ 332 s 13 are each anended to read
as follows:

No action shall be comrenced against the state, or against any
state officer, enployee, or volunteer, acting in such capacity, for
damages arising out of tortious conduct until sixty days have el apsed
after the claimis presented to and filed with the risk nmanagenent
division. The applicable period of limtations within which an action
must be comrenced shall be tolled during the sixty-day period.

Sec. 3. RCW4.96.020 and 2001 ¢ 119 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The provisions of this section apply to clainms for danages
against all local governnental entities and their officers, enployees,
or volunteers, acting in such capacity.

(2) The governing body of each |ocal ((gevernrent—fgovernrentatd))
governnental entity shall appoint an agent to receive any claim for
damages nade under this chapter. The identity of the agent and the
address where he or she may be reached during the nornmal business hours
of the local governnental entity are public records and shall be
recorded with the auditor of the county in which the entity is |ocated.
Al'l clainms for danages against a | ocal governnental entity, or against
any local governnental entity's officers, enployees, or volunteers
acting in such capacity, shall be presented to the agent within the
applicable period of I|imtations within which an action nust be
commenced. The failure of a |ocal governnental entity to conply with
the requirenents of this section precludes that |ocal governnenta
entity fromraising a defense under this chapter.

(3) Al clainms for damages arising out of tortious conduct nust
| ocate and descri be the conduct and circunstances whi ch brought about
the injury or danage, describe the injury or danmage, state the tinme and
pl ace the injury or damage occurred, state the nanes of all persons
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i nvol ved, if known, and shall contain the anount of danmages cl ai ned,
together with a statenent of the actual residence of the clainmnt at
the time of presenting and filing the claim and for a period of six
months i mredi ately prior to the tine the claimarose. |If the clainmnt
is incapacitated from verifying, presenting, and filing the claimin
the tinme prescribed or if the claimant is a mnor, or is a nonresident
of the state absent therefromduring the tine within which the claimis
required to be filed, the claimmy be verified, presented, and filed
on behalf of the claimant by any relative, attorney, or agent
representing the clai mant.

(4) No action shall be commenced against any |ocal governnenta
entity, or against any local governnental entity's officers, enployees,

or volunteers, acting in such capacity, for damages arising out of

tortious conduct until sixty days have elapsed after the claim has
first been presented to and filed with the governing body thereof. The
applicable period of I|imtations within which an action nust be

commenced shall be tolled during the sixty-day period.

Passed by the House February 14, 2006.

Passed by the Senate March 2, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 15, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 15, 2006.
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