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SENATE BI LL 6059

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senators Berkey, Haugen, MAuliffe, Franklin, Rockefeller
Schoesl er, Eide, Winstein, Rasnmnussen, Shin, Delvin, Milliken, ke,
Parl ette and Kohl - Wl | es

Read first tinme 02/28/2005. Referred to Committee on Labor
Commerce, Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to sick | eave pools for state enpl oyees; adding a
new section to chapter 41.04 RCW and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 41.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of personnel and ot her personnel authorities shal
adopt rules or policies governing the accunulation and use of sick
| eave for state agency and departnent enployees, expressly for the
establishment of a plan allow ng participating enployees to pool sick
|l eave and allowng any sick leave thus pooled to be used by any
participating enployee who has used all of the sick |eave, annual
| eave, and conpensatory | eave that has been personally accrued by him
or her. Each departnent or agency of the state may all ow enpl oyees to
participate in a sick |eave pool established by the departnent of
personnel and ot her personnel authorities.

(1) For purposes of calculating nmaxi mum sick |eave that my be
donat ed or received by any one enpl oyee, pool ed sick | eave:

(a) I's counted and converted in the sane manner as sick | eave under
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t he WAshi ngton state | eave sharing programas provided in this chapter;
and

(b) Does not create a right to sick leave in addition to the anount
that may be donated or received under the Washington state |eave
sharing programas provided in this chapter.

(2) The departnent and other personnel authorities, except the
personnel authorities for higher education institutions, shall adopt
rul es which provide:

(a) That enployees are eligible to participate in the sick |eave
pool after one year of enploynent with the state or agency of the state
if the enpl oyee has accrued a m ni nrum anount of unused sick |eave, to
be established by rule;

(b) That participation in the sick | eave pool shall, at all tines,
be voluntary on the part of the enpl oyees;

(c) That any sick | eave pool ed shall be renoved fromthe personally
accunul ated sick | eave bal ance of the enpl oyee contributing the | eave;

(d) That any sick leave in the pool that is used by a participating
enpl oyee may be used only for the enployee's personal illness,
accident, or injury;

(e) That a participating enployee is not eligible to use sick |eave
accunul ated in the pool until all of his or her personally accrued
si ck, annual, and conpensatory | eave has been used;

(f) A maxi mum nunber of days of sick |leave in the pool that any one
enpl oyee may use;

(g) That a participating enpl oyee who uses sick | eave fromthe pool
is not required to recontribute such sick | eave to the pool, except as
ot herwi se provided in this section;

(h) That an enpl oyee who cancels his or her nmenbership in the sick
leave pool is not eligible to withdraw the days of sick |eave
contributed by that enployee to the pool;

(1) That an enployee who transfers from one position in state
government to another position in state government may transfer from
one pool to another if the eligibility criteria of the pools are
conparabl e and the adm nistrators of the pools have agreed on a fornul a
for transfer of credits;

(j) That alleged abuse of the use of the sick | eave pool shall be
i nvestigated, and, on a finding of wongdoing, the enpl oyee shall repay
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all of the sick |eave credits drawn fromthe sick | eave pool and shal
be subject to such other disciplinary action as is determ ned by the
agency head;

(k) That sick | eave credits may be drawn fromthe sick | eave poo
by a part-tinme enployee on a pro rata basis; and

(1) That each departnent or agency shall maintain accurate and
reliable records showing the amount of sick |eave which has been
accunmul ated and i s unused by enpl oyees, in accordance wi th guidelines
establ i shed by the departnent of personnel.

(3) Personnel authorities for higher education institutions shall
adopt policies consistent wwth the needs of the enpl oyees under their
respective jurisdictions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act takes effect July 1, 2007.

Passed by the Senate March 4, 2006.

Passed by the House March 2, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 30, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 30, 2006.
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