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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6308

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Carrell, Stevens, Regala, Schoesler, Schm dt,
Cke and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to creating a joint select conmttee on offenders
progranms, sentencing, and supervision; creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The | egislature recogni zes that "good ti ne"
should be productive tinme, especially for those incarcerated in
Washington's crimnal justice facilities. The legislature finds that
it is inportant to the safety of the public and to rehabilitation of
of fenders that changes be considered to other prograns offered in
prisons and in the community. The legislature further finds that
reforms to sentencing and supervision of offenders returning to the
community may enhance public safety, |lower recidivism and reduce crine
and victim zation. Therefore, the legislature intends to create a
joint legislative task force on offenders prograns, sentencing, and
supervision to provide findings and recommendations for the 2007
| egi sl ative session.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A joint legislative task force on
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of fenders prograns, sentencing, and supervision is established, wth
menbers as provided in this subsection.

(a) The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber from each
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate, with at |east one nenber
bei ng a nenber of the senate human services and corrections conmttee;

(b) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two largest caucuses of the house of
representatives, with at | east one nenber being a nmenber of the house
crimnal justice and corrections conmttee;

(c) The governor shall appoint the follow ng nenbers:

(1) The attorney general, or the attorney general's designee;

(i1) The secretary of corrections, or the secretary's designee;

(ti1) The executive director of the sentencing quidelines
comm ssion, or the director's designee;

(d) I'n addition, the joint |egislative task force, where feasible,
may consult with individuals representing the foll ow ng:

(1) Superior court judges;

(1i) Mental health treatnment providers who provide alcohol and
subst ance abuse counseli ng;

(tiit) Mental health treatnment providers who provide nedical
assi stance services to offenders;

(1v) Counties;

(v) Cties;

(vi) Crime victins;

(vii) Prosecuting attorneys;

(viii) Crimnal defense |awers;

(1 x) Faculty menbers who educate incarcerated of fenders;

(x) Faculty nenbers who educate rel eased of fenders;

(xi) Conmmunity corrections officers;

(xi1) Labor organizations representing correctional officers who
work in adult correctional facilities;

(xiii) Multifam |y housing;

(xiv) Gty local |aw enforcenent;

(xv) County | aw enforcenent;

(xvi) Ex-offenders;

(xvii) A faith-based organization that provides outreach or
services to offenders;

(xviii) Washington businesses; and
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(xi x) Nonprofit organizations providing work force training to
rel eased of f enders.

(2) The joint legislative task force shall be cochaired by a
| egi sl ative nenber from the senate and a |egislative nmenber from the
house of representatives, as chosen by the task force.

(3) The joint legislative task force shall review and nmake
recommendat i ons regardi ng:

(a) The type of offender that would benefit nost in terns of
personal achi evenent, responsibility, and comunity safety, by having
the opportunity to receive enhanced training and education while in
prison;

(b) The types of training and educational prograns that would
provide the greatest return on investnent with regard to offender
achi evenent, responsibility, and comunity;

(c) Changes to the sentencing law and policies related to "good
time" or early release, that would encourage incarcerated offenders to
participate in training and prograns that will increase the |ikelihood
that they will be able to support thensel ves when they | eave prison and
reduce recidivism

(d) A method for evaluating the return on the investnent and
determining from frontline departnent of corrections staff and
community partners, whether the <changes are inproving personal
responsibility on the part of the offender and reducing crinme in the
communi ty;

(e) Changes to community supervision that would provide greater
safety to the public and incentives for prisons in adhering to
treatnent, educational goals, and reducing recidivism and

(f) The operation of inmate work rel ease progranms and on how such
work rel ease prograns are sited and placed throughout the state.

(4) The joint legislative task force shall present a report of its
findings and reconmmendations to the governor and the appropriate
commttees of the legislature, including any proposed | egislation, by
Novenber 15, 2006.

(5) The joint legislative task force may, where feasible, consult
with individuals fromthe public and private sector in carrying out its
duties under this section.

(6)(a) The joint legislative task force shall wuse |egislative
facilities, and staff support shall be provided by senate conmttee
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servi ces, the house of representatives office of programresearch, and
the Washington state institute for public policy. The departnent of
corrections and the sentencing guidelines comm ssion shall cooperate
with the joint legislative task force, and shall provide information as
the task force reasonably requests.

(b) Nonlegislative nenbers of the joint legislative task force
shall serve w thout conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for trave
expenses as provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(c) Legislative nenbers of the joint legislative task force shal
be reinmbursed for travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44. 04. 120.

(d) The expenses of the joint legislative task force shall be paid
jointly by the senate and the house of representatives.

(7) This section expires Decenber 1, 2006.

Passed by the Senate March 4, 2006.

Passed by the House March 2, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 28, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 28, 2006.
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