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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6670

Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by Senators
Shin, Delvin, Fraser, Hargrove and Johnson)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to court filing fees; anmending RCW 36.18.012,
60. 04. 081, and 60. 70. 060; and reenacti ng and anmendi ng RCW 36. 18. 016.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.18.012 and 2005 ¢ 457 s 17 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Revenue collected under this section is subject to division
with the state for deposit in the public safety and educati on account
under RCW 36. 18. 025.

(2) The party filing a transcript or abstract of judgnent or
verdict froma United States court held in this state, or from the
superior court of another county or froma district court in the county
of issuance, shall pay at the tine of filing a fee of twenty doll ars.

(3) The clerk shall collect a fee of twenty dollars for: Filing a
paper not related to or a part of a proceeding, civil or crimmnal, or
a probate matter, required or permtted to be filed in the clerk's
office for which no other charge is provided by |aw

(4) If the defendant serves or files an answer to an unlawful
det ai ner conplaint under chapter 59.18 or 59.20 RCW the plaintiff
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shall pay before proceeding with the unlawful detainer action one
hundred twel ve dol |l ars.

(5 Any party filing a counterclaim cross-claim or third-party
claimin an unlawful detainer action under chapter 59.18 or 59.20 RCW
shall pay the equivalent to the total filing fee of an unlaw ul
detainer action pursuant to RCW 36.18.020, including the fee for an
unl awf ul det ai ner answer pursuant to subsection (4) of this section.

(6) For a restrictive covenant for filing a petition to strike
discrimnatory provisions in real estate under RCW 49. 60. 227 a fee of
twenty dollars nust be charged.

((66))) (7) A fee of twenty dollars nust be charged for filing a
will only, when no probate of the will is contenplated.

((6H)) (8) A fee of twenty dollars nust be charged for filing a
petition, witten agreenent, or witten nmenorandum in a nonjudicia
probat e di spute under RCW 11.96A 220, if it is filed within an existing
case in the sane court.

((68))) (9) Afee of thirty-five dollars nust be charged for filing
a petition regarding a common |law |ien under RCW 60. 70. 060.

((£9: oy . . deli I
wirder—ROW-84-64-1906—a fee—oftivedollars—rust—be charged—) )

(10) For the filing of a tax warrant for wunpaid taxes or
over paynent of benefits by any agency of the state of Washington, a fee
of five dollars on or after July 22, 2001, and for the filing of such
a tax warrant or overpaynent of benefits on or after July 1, 2003, a
fee of twenty dollars, of which forty-six percent of the first five
dollars is directed to the public safety and education account
est abl i shed under RCW 43. 08. 250.

Sec. 2. RCW 36.18.016 and 2005 c 457 s 18, 2005 c 374 s 2, and
2005 ¢ 202 s 1 are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Revenue collected under this section is not subject to division
under RCW 36.18. 025 or 27.24.070.

(2)(a) For the filing of a petition for nodification of a decree of
di ssolution or paternity, within the sane case as the original action,
and any party filing a counterclaim cross-claim or third-party claim
in any such action, a fee of thirty-six dollars nmust be paid.

(b) The party filing the first or initial petition for dissolution,
| egal separation, or declaration concerning the validity of marriage

SSB 6670. SL p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W W WNDNDNDNDDDNDNDNDNMDNMNDNNNMNMNdNMNPEPEPPRPPRPPRPERPPRPRPRPRRERPERPR
0O NO Ol WNPEFP O OOWwNOD O P WNPEPEOOOOOLwNO O~ owdNDEe. o

shall pay, at the tinme and in addition to the filing fee required under
RCW 36.18.020, a fee of thirty dollars. The clerk of the superior
court shall transmt nonthly twenty-four dollars of the thirty-dollar
fee collected under this subsection to the state treasury for deposit
in the donestic violence prevention account. The remaining six dollars
shall be retained by the county for the purpose of supporting
comuni ty-based services within the county for victins of donestic
vi ol ence, except for five percent of the six dollars, which may be
retained by the court for adm nistrative purposes.

(3)(a) The party making a demand for a jury of six in a civil
action shall pay, at the tinme, a fee of one hundred twenty-five
dollars; if the demand is for a jury of twelve, a fee of two hundred

fifty dollars. |If, after the party demands a jury of six and pays the
required fee, any other party to the action requests a jury of twelve,
an additional one hundred twenty-five dollar fee will be required of

the party demandi ng the increased nunber of jurors.

(b) Upon conviction in crimnal cases a jury demand charge of one
hundred twenty-five dollars for a jury of six, or two hundred fifty
dollars for a jury of twelve may be inposed as costs under RCW
10. 46. 190.

(4) For preparing a certified copy of an instrunment on file or of
record in the clerk's office, for the first page or portion of the
first page, a fee of five dollars, and for each additional page or
portion of a page, a fee of one dollar nust be charged. For
aut henticating or exenplifying an instrunment, a fee of two dollars for
each additional seal affixed nmust be charged. For preparing a copy of
an instrunment on file or of record in the clerk's office wthout a
seal, a fee of fifty cents per page nust be charged. \Wen copying a
docunment without a seal or file that is in an electronic format, a fee
of twenty-five cents per page nust be charged. For copies made on a
conpact disc, an additional fee of twenty dollars for each conpact disc
must be char ged.

(5) For executing a certificate, with or without a seal, a fee of
two dollars nust be charged.

(6) For a garnishee defendant nanmed in an affidavit for garni shnent
and for a wit of attachnent, a fee of twenty dollars nust be charged.

(7) For filing a supplenental proceeding, a fee of twenty dollars
must be char ged.

p. 3 SSB 6670. SL
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(8) For approving a bond, including justification on the bond, in
other than civil actions and probate proceedings, a fee of two dollars
nmust be char ged.

(9) For the issuance of a certificate of qualification and a
certified copy of letters of adm nistration, letters testanentary, or
| etters of guardi anship, there nust be a fee of two dollars.

(10) For the preparation of a passport application, the clerk may
col l ect an execution fee as authorized by the federal governnent.

(11) For clerk's services such as processing ex parte orders,
performng historical searches, conpiling statistical reports, and
conducti ng exceptional record searches, the clerk may collect a fee not
to exceed twenty dollars per hour or portion of an hour.

(12) For duplicated recordings of court's proceedi ngs there nust be
a fee of ten dollars for each audio tape and twenty-five dollars for
each video tape or other electronic storage nedium

(13) For registration of land titles, Torrens Act, under RCW
65. 12. 780, a fee of twenty dollars nust be charged.

(14) For the issuance of extension of judgnment under RCW6.17.020
and chapter 9.94A RCW a fee of two hundred dollars nust be charged.
When the extension of judgnent is at the request of the clerk, the two
hundred dollar charge may be inposed as court costs under RCW
10. 46. 190.

(15) A facilitator surcharge of up to twenty dollars nust be
charged as authorized under RCW 26. 12. 240.

(16) For filing a water rights statenent under RCW 90.03.180, a fee
of twenty-five dollars nust be charged.

(17) For filing a claimof frivolous lien under RCW 60.04.081, a
fee of thirty-five dollars nust be charged.

(18) For preparation of a change of venue, a fee of twenty dollars
nmust be charged by the originating court in addition to the per page
charges in subsection (4) of this section.

(19) A service fee of three dollars for the first page and one
dollar for each additional page nust be charged for receiving faxed
docunents, pursuant to Washington state rules of court, general rule
17.

(20) For preparation of clerk's papers under RAP 9.7, a fee of
fifty cents per page nust be charged.

SSB 6670. SL p. 4
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(21) For <copies and reports produced at the Ilocal Ievel as
permtted by RCW2.68.020 and suprene court policy, a variable fee nust
be char ged.

(22) Investnent service charge and earnings under RCW 36.48.090
nmust be char ged.

(23) Costs for nonstatutory services rendered by clerk by authority
of local ordinance or policy nust be charged.

(24) For filing a request for mandatory arbitration, a filing fee
may be assessed against the party filing a statenent of arbitrability
not to exceed two hundred twenty dollars as established by authority of
| ocal ordinance. This charge shall be used solely to offset the cost
of the mandatory arbitration program

(25) For filing a request for trial de novo of an arbitration
award, a fee not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars as established by
authority of local ordinance nust be charged.

(26) A public agency may not charge a fee to a |aw enforcenent
agency, for preparation, copying, or mailing of certified copies of the
j udgnent and sentence, information, affidavit of probable cause, and/or
the notice of requirenent to register, of a sex offender convicted in
a Washington court, when such records are necessary for risk
assessnent, preparation of a case for failure to register, or
mai nt enance of a sex offender's registration file.

(27) For the filing of a will or codicil under the provisions of
chapter 11.12 RCW a fee of twenty dollars must be charged.

The revenue to counties fromthe fees established in this section
shall be deened to be conplete reinbursenent from the state for the
state's share of benefits paid to the superior court judges of the
state prior to July 24, 2005, and no claimshall |ie against the state
for such benefits.

Sec. 3. RCW60.04.081 and 1992 ¢ 126 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any owner of real property subject to a recorded claimof lien
under this chapter, or contractor, subcontractor, lender, or Ilien
claimant who believes the claim of lien to be frivolous and nade
w t hout reasonabl e cause, or clearly excessive may apply by nmotion to
the superior court for the county where the property, or sone part
thereof is |ocated, for an order directing the lien clainmant to appear
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before the court at a tine no earlier than six nor later than fifteen
days followi ng the date of service of the application and order on the
lien claimnt, and show cause, if any he or she has, why the relief
requested should not be granted. The notion shall state the grounds
upon which relief is asked, and shall be supported by the affidavit of
the applicant or his or her attorney setting forth a concise statenent
of the facts upon which the notion is based.

(2) The order shall clearly state that if the lien claimant fails
to appear at the tinme and place noted the lien shall be released, with
prejudice, and that the lien claimant shall be ordered to pay the costs
requested by the applicant including reasonable attorneys' fees.

(3) If no action to foreclose the lien claim has been filed, the
clerk of the court shall assign a cause nunber to the application and
obtain from the applicant a filing fee ((et—thirty+ive—doetHlars))
pursuant to RCW 36.18.016. | f an action has been filed to foreclose
the lien claim the application shall be nade a part of that action.

(4) 1f, followng a hearing on the matter, the court determ nes
that the lien is frivolous and nade w thout reasonable cause, or
clearly excessive, the court shall issue an order releasing the lien if
frivolous and made w thout reasonable cause, or reducing the lien if
clearly excessive, and awardi ng costs and reasonable attorneys' fees to

the applicant to be paid by the lien claimant. |f the court determ nes
that the lien is not frivolous and was nade with reasonabl e cause, and
is not clearly excessive, the court shall issue an order so stating and

awar di ng costs and reasonable attorneys' fees to the lien claimnt to
be paid by the applicant.

(5) Proceedings under this section shall not affect other rights
and renedi es available to the parties under this chapter or otherw se.

Sec. 4. RCW®60.70.060 and 1995 ¢ 19 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any person whose real or personal property is subject to a
recorded claim of conmmon law [ien who believes the claimof lien is
invalid, may petition the superior court of the county in which the
claimof lien has been recorded for an order, which nmay be granted ex
parte, directing the lien claimnt to appear before the court at a tine
no earlier than six nor later than twenty-one days follow ng the date
of service of the petition and order on the lien claimnt, and show

SSB 6670. SL p. 6
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cause, if any, why the claimof |ien should not be stricken and ot her
relief provided for by this section should not be granted. The
petition shall state the grounds upon which relief is requested, and
shal |l be supported by the affidavit of the petitioner or his or her
attorney setting forth a concise statenent of the facts upon which the
notion is based. The order shall be served upon the Iien claimant by
personal service, or, where the court determ nes that service by mai
is likely to give actual notice, the court may order that service be
made by any person over eighteen years of age, who is conpetent to be
a wtness, other than a party, by mailing copies of the petition and
order to the lien claimant at his or her last known address or any
ot her address determned by the court to be appropriate. Two copi es
shall be mail ed, postage prepaid, one by ordinary first class nmail and
the other by a formof mail requiring a signed recei pt show ng when and
to whomit was delivered. The envel opes nust bear the return address
of the sender.

(2) The order shall clearly state that if the lien claimant fails

to appear at the tinme and place noted, the claim of lien shall be
stricken and released and that the lien claimant shall be ordered to
pay the <costs incurred by the petitioner, including reasonable

attorneys' fees.

(3) The clerk of the court shall assign a cause nunber to the
petition and obtain fromthe petitioner a filing fee ((eft—thi+rtyftive
doHars)) pursuant to RCW 36.18.012.

(4) If, followng a hearing on the matter, the court determ nes

that the claim of lien is invalid, the court shall 1issue an order
striking and releasing the claim of lien and awarding costs and
reasonabl e attorneys' fees to the petitioner to be paid by the lien
claimant. |If the court determnes that the claimof lienis valid, the
court shall issue an order so stating and nmay award costs and
reasonable attorneys' fees to the lien claimant to be paid by the
petitioner.

Passed by the Senate February 11, 2006.

Passed by the House February 28, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 24, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 24, 2006.
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