HB 2715 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Finds that |ocal governnents need to have interoperable
conmuni cations to ensure the public safety and wel fare of al
citizens in the state of Wshington. In light of recent
cat astrophic events around the world, including in the United
States, it is now nore inportant than ever that all responders
be able to comunicate clearly and wi thout interference or
mal f uncti on.

Finds that the l|egislature has |earned that nunerous
states, the federal governnment, and sone international
governments have adopted the project-25 standard for
i nt eroperabl e communi cati ons. Local governnents in Washi ngton
have started to purchase the project-25 interoperable

comuni cation standard equipnent. In order to ensure that
| ocal governnents continue to nmake smart purchasi ng deci si ons,
they need certainty that the purchases will be interoperable
with state equipnent and that the state wll adopt the

national project-25 standards. It is the intent of this act to
provide certainty to local governments that a statew de
project-25 interoperable conmunications system wll be in
pl ace throughout Wshington in the near future, and the
investnments they are making are advantageous to the original
intent of interoperable conmunications, thus ensuring the
safety and wel fare of Washington's citizens.



