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2167-S AVH CHAS H3008. 1

SHB 2167 - H ANMD 346
By Representative Chase

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. | NTENT. The legislature finds that
Washi ngt on consuners have a right to accurate, accessible infornmation
that will assist them in making educated food purchases. The

| egislature finds that consuners have an interest in know ng the
benefits and potential risks to their health from the products they
consune. The legislature finds that consuners val ue know ng when and
where food has been packaged and when technol ogies or production
met hods, such as organic farm ng, have been applied to the foods that
are offered for retail sale. The legislature therefore intends to
expl ore opportunities for food | abeling to increase disclosure of food
information to consuners through | abeling of perishable food products.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. DEFIN TIONS. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this act unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se.

(1) "Departnment” neans the departnment of agriculture.

(2) "Food irradiation” neans the process of exposing food to
ionizing radiation in order to disinfest, sanitize, sterilize, or

preserve it.

(3) "Genetically nodified foods" neans foods altered or produced
t hrough mani pul ati on of genes using reconbi nant DNA t echni ques.

(4) "Labeling" neans all labels and other witten, printed, or
graphic matter (a) wupon any article or any of its containers or
wr appers, or (b) acconpanying such an article.

(5 "Modified atnosphere packaging,"” "reduced-oxygen packaging,"
"l ow oxygen packagi ng,"” "gas flushing packagi ng,"” or "vacuum packagi ng"
means controlling the oxygen content in a package to a | evel bel ow that
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normally found in the surrounding atnosphere in order to prolong the
shelf life of the food within the package.

(6) "Organic food" has the definition in RCW 15. 86. 020.

(7) "Package" neans the imedi ate container or wapping in which
any food is contained for consunption, use, or storage by consuners,
and also nmeans any outer container or wapping used in the retai
di splay of such a product to consuners.

(8 "Retail" neans selling, offering for sale, or distributing food
for dispensing or sale directly to the consuner.

(9) "Shelf life" nmeans the length of time during which a packaged
food product will retain its safe consunption quality if stored under
proper tenperature conditions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnent shall confer and consult
with appropriate entities and develop recommendations on the
feasibility and i nplenmentation of voluntary food | abeling requirenents
as part of food marketing prograns. Areas to evaluate include, but are
not limted to, voluntary |abeling associated wth:

(a) Use of the state seal;

(b) Grown in Washi ngton | abel;

(c) Packing date and | ocation discl osure;

(d) Meat, poultry, seafood, fruits, and vegetabl es;

(e) Irradiated food;

(f) Genetically nodified food;

(g) Modified at nosphere packagi ng;

(h) Oher food labeling in the state of \Washi ngton;

(1) Organic food products;

(j) Quality of product;

(k) Certification program standards, and grades;

(1) An organic foods comm ssion;

(m Regulatory authority of the United States food and drug
admnistration, the United States departnent of agriculture, and the
departnent; and

(n) Export markets.

(2) The departnment shall submt a report on the recommendations
devel oped under subsection (1) of this section to the legislature by
Decenber 1, 2007.

Oficial Print - 2



NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Captions used in this act are not any part
of the law. "

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Renoves food disclosure | abeling requirenents, penalties,
and rul e-making authority. Requires the Departnment of Agriculture to
report to the Legislature by Decenber 2007 on the feasibility and
i npl enentation of voluntary food | abeling requirenents.

~-- END ---
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